


Once in the environment, PCBs do not 
break down quickly. 

They may remain for long periods of time They may remain for long periods of time 
in the air, water and soil. In surface 
waters, PCBs adhere to particles in 
sediments. They can remain buried in 
sediments for a long time and be slowly 
released into the water, then evaporate 
into air. 

PCBs can accumulate in leaves and PCBs can accumulate in leaves and 
above-ground parts of plants and food 
crops. They also accumulate in the bodies 
of small organisms and fish, potentially 
passing to people who eat those fish. 

PCBs have been known to cause cancer, PCBs have been known to cause cancer, 
and have other adverse health effects on 
the immune system, reproductive system 
nervous system and endocrine system.

HOW ARE PCBs HARMFUL?

WHERE ARE PCBs FOUND?
Before they were banned in 1979, PCBs 
entered the environment through their 
manufacture and use.

Although they are no longer produced in 
the United States, PCBs may still be 
present in products and materials 
produced before 1979. 

PCBs can be released into the PCBs can be released into the 
environment from poorly maintained 
hazardous waste sites, illegal or 
improper dumping of PCB wastes, leaks 
or releases from electrical transformers 
and disposal of PCBs containing 
consumer products into landfills not 
designed to handle hazardous waste. 

PCBs may also be released into the 
environment by burning some waste in 
incinerators.
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