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Alexandria’s 
African 

American 
Neighborhoods



What are property 
covenants?

“A property covenant is an agreement between 
two or more parties regarding certain use of a 
piece of real property. The covenant with either 
benefit or burden the landowner. A covenant 
that burdens the landowner is also called a 
restrictive covenant.”  --Quote from Cornell Law 
School’s Legal Encyclopedia.

Covenant from Uptown (1913). Courtesy Alexandria Land Deed Office.



What are zoning ordinances?
Any locality may, by ordinance, classify the territory under its jurisdiction or any substantial 
portion thereof into districts of such number shape, and size as it may deem best suiting to 
carry out the purposes of this article, and in each district so that it may regulate, restrict, 
permit, prohibit, and determine the following:
1) The use of land, buildings, structures and other premises for agricultural, business, 

industrial, resident, flood plain and other specific uses;
2) The size, height, area, bulk, location, erection, construction, reconstruction, alteration, 

repair, maintenance, razing, or removal of structures;
3) The areas and dimensions of land, water, and air space to be occupied by buildings, 

structures and uses, and of courts, yards, and other open spaces to be left unoccupied by 
uses and structures, including variations in the sizes of lots based on whether a public or 
community water supply or sewer system is available and used; or

4) The excavation or mining of soil or other natural resources. 

Courtesy Code of Virginia, § 15.2-2280. 



Restrictive Covenants

Warning: Historical documents may contain harmful language that reflects the attitudes and biases of their time. For 
more information, see the National Archive’s Statement on Potentially Harmful Content.



Beginnings: Rosemont

That no part of the said premises nor any interest therein, shall be sold, leased, rented, or in any 
way conveyed to anyone not of the Caucasian race… (1912)

Courtesy Alexandria Land Deed Office.



Arlington’s White-Only Subdivisions 
Annexed in 1930

Courtesy Arlington County Land Deed Office.



The Town of Potomac: 1924 Year Book and Directory (Arlington County, VA, 1924). Courtesy, Local History Room, Arlington County Public Library.  



Alexandria’s White-Only Subdivisions or Estates

Adams Estate

George Washington Park*

Mount Vernon Park

Princess, Oronoco, 
Fayette, & Payne 

Rosemont

South Braddock Heights

Temple Park

1915-1929

Baggett Tract
Beaumont
Beverley Park
Beverley Plaza
Chapel Hill
Clover
College Park
Colonial Park
Colonial Properties
Cottage Park
Davis Place
Echowood
Emma P. Hume
Glenmore
Howard Subdivision
Hunting Creek Homes

1930-1962

South View Terrace
St. Elmo
Temple Terrace
Threadgill
Timber Branch Park
Virginia Stonell Selecman
Virginia Village
Waverly Taylor
West End
Westover
William Duncan’s Estate
William H. Florence & 
James R. Duncan
Yates Gardens

J. R. Howard
James R. Duncan
Jefferson Homes
Linden Gardens
Lynhaven
Malvern Hill
Moore-Hill Estates
Oak Crest
Oakland
Overlook Terrace
Page Property
Patrick Henry Homes
Ponnet Estate
Robert Moncure
Seminary Heights

* Located in Fairfax County prior to 1915



Fairfax’s 
White-Only 
Subdivisions 
Annexed in 
1952

• Alnor Heights

• Brookville
• Cameron Park

• Cameron View

• Claremont
• Delta

• Dowden Terrace

• Dulaney Tract
• Eagle Crest

• Fort Ward Heights
• King’s Haven
• Moore-Hill Estates
• Piney Court
• Seminary Heights
• Shirley Gardens
• Veach Tract
• Wapleton
• Washington Forrest



Zoning Ordinances



Land Use Zoning
• Ordinance No. 17 (1923) 

• Residential and non-
residential use

• Village of Euclid, Ohio v. Ambler 
Realty Co. (1926) 

• Ordinance No. 109 (1931)
• Types of land uses 

• Commercial
• Industrial
• Residential

• Prioritizes single-family 
homes

Courtesy Geography and Map Division, Library of 
Congress.



School 
Distribution

Courtesy American Heritage Center, 
University of Wyoming.

• Elementary School Placement
• Walking Distance

• Problem: Segregated Schools
• White Schools

• Jefferson
• Lee
• Maury
• Mount Vernon
• Washington
• West End

• African American Schools
• Parker-Gray 
• Seminary



Case Study: 
Lincolnia

Courtesy of Krystyn Moon (2023).



Aesthetic Zoning 

• Old and Historic District (1946)
• Tied to historic preservation 

movement
• Tied to federal policies on 

George Washington 
Parkway

• Protection 100+ year old 
buildings

• Creation of Board of 
Architectural Review

Courtesy Geography and Map Division, Library of Congress. 



What is Historic?

Courtesy of Fairfax County Historic Records Center, City of Fairfax, Virginia.



Old and Historic District’s Expansion

Courtesy Planning Commission Minutes, Archives and Records Center, Alexandria, Virginia.



Parker-Gray Historic District

Portrait of Eudora Lyles (ca. 1986). Courtesy Alexandria Black History Museum.



Questions?
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