
Park Planning staff is currently seeking public comments 
from the community and the Arlandria Action Plan 
Advisory Group in response to the current concept 
plan for the expansion of Four Mile Run Park. The site 
includes the four parcels (4109-4125 Mount Vernon 
Avenue) acquired by the City as open space. Park 
planning began in the fall of 2010 and staff hopes to 
bring the plan to the Park and Recreation Commission 
for review and approval in February or March of 2011. 
In conjunction with improvements to the site, the 
old Duron Paint building will undergo rehabilitation to 
create a community building with an expected opening 
in the spring/summer of 2011. Please send comments 
to Laura Durham at laura.durham@alexandriava.gov

Note Pad

Four Mile Run Softball 
Field Lighting Project 
The replacement lighting 
project at Four Mile Run 
Softball Field will be 
completed in February. 
The new lights include 
shields to direct light 
onto the field and 
minimize spill onto 
adjacent areas. The 
lights will improve night-
time play for field users.

Ben Brenman ADA
Recent modifications at 
Ben Brenman Park will 
improve accessibility 
in the park. Five new 
level concrete pads 
were placed adjacent 
to existing benches by 
the loop path along the 
storm water pond. A 
new ADA picnic table 
was installed, complete 
with concrete pad 
and accessible path 
connection. Finally, a 
new accessible parking 
space was added near 
the baseball diamond.

Mason Avenue Park
An irrigation system was 
installed in December 
at Mason Avenue 
Park. The system is 
remotely controlled 
via the Department’s 
satellite control system, 
and is programmed in 
conjunction with the 
City’s weather station 
to optimize the use of 
water resources. 

George Washington Middle School Field Improvement Project

Simpson Stadium Dog Park 
In 2008, Potomac Yard Development adjusted the southeast fence line of 
the Simpson Dog Park in order to keep the dog park open during adjacent 
construction activities including work on the new Route 1 bridge, Monroe Avenue 
alignment, and replacement rectangular fields. Recent construction milestones 
have permitted the fence to be relocated and return the park to its original size. 
Park users will notice new fence activities adjacent to the park. To facilitate the 
changes, the dog park will be closed February 3rd and 4th to remove the existing 
interim fence and perform dog park maintenance on the area to be included within 
the new fence. 

Contact: Lee Center, 1108 Jefferson Street, Alexandria, VA 22314   (p) 703-838-4343   (tty) 703-838-4902

Request for Public Comment on Four Mile Run Park 

Four Mile Run Park Expansion
Concept Plan

January 2011
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1. Renovated Community Building
2. Renovated Shade Structure
3. Existing Soccer Field and Fencing
4. Existing Parking
5. Future On-Street Parking (no 
 reduction of travel lanes)
6. Vehicular Entrance Driveway 
 (controlled access)
7. Existing Crosswalk
8. Possible Location of Project Marker 
 (art or other vertical element)
9. Current Farmers Market Layout
10. Farmers Market and Event 
 Expansion Area
11. Vertical Posts for temporary 
 Shade Structures, Banners, 
 and Event Lighting
12. Resurface Existing Asphalt Paving
13. Art/Thematic Graphics on 
 Pavement
14. Replace Gravel with Permeable 
 Synthetic Turf
15. Replace Gravel with Permeable 
 Pavers
16. Replace Existing Asphalt with 
 Grassblock or Grassrings
17. Remove Pavement to Create 
 New Planting Areas
18. Rain Gardens / Native Plantings
19. Seating Areas
20. New Pathways
21. Improved Sidewalk and Street 
 Trees
22. Natural Boulders for Seating and 
 Play 
23. Sloped Lawn Amphitheater
24. Planted Berms
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The rectangular field at George 
Washington Middle School was in 
need of a turf renovation to repair 
the heavily used middle portion 
of the field.  After the fall football 
program ended, the field was closed 
for renovation in early December.  
The field was plowed and tilled 
to relieve compaction,  and then 
graded to provide adequate surface 
drainage.  The field was sodded 
with Bermuda grass to match 
the existing turf. A turf blanket 
was installed to protect the field 
from damaging wind and freezing 
temperatures. 

Dispatches from the Front
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