
 
City of Alexandria, Virginia 

______________ 
 

MEMORANDUM 
 
 
DATE:  DECEMBER 13, 2010 
 
TO:  HONORABLE MAYOR & CITY COUNCIL 
 
FROM: JAMES B. SPENGLER, DIRECTOR 
  RECREATION, PARKS & CULTURAL ACTIVITIES 
 
RE:  JONES POINT PARK “PARDON OUR DUST MEETING” 

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 08, 2010 - MEETING SUMMARY 
              
 
The purpose of this memorandum is to provide a summary of the “Pardon Our Dust” meeting 
held on Wednesday; December 08, 2010 at the City’s Lee Center, 1108 Jefferson Street to 
inform the public about forthcoming Jones Point Park construction activities.   
 
BACKGROUND: 
Jones Point Park is approximately 65 acres in size.  The property is/will remain owned, by the 
US Federal Government and administered, maintained and operated by the National Park Service 
of the US Department of Interior.   
 
The National Park Service managed and implemented the park design process for the Park.  The 
process integrated significant public input and included an Environmental Assessment/National 
Environmental Protection Act process.  In June, 2005, the Alexandria City Council voted to 
support National Park Service proposed action Alternative 4A (attached) and the National Park 
Service subsequently accepted that plan-which is now being constructed with an anticipated 
completion date of June, 2012.   
 
Alternative 4A includes significant constructed features including: historic interpretation of the 
finishing pier/craneway and shipway, renovation of the Jones Point lighthouse, preservation and 
historic interpretation of the DC cornerstone, an historic site interpretive pedestrian/bike trails, 
multi-use fields, event lawn, playground and tot-lot, play courts, comfort station, 110 parking 
spaces, preservation of existing native species and wetlands and natural areas, removal of 
invasive plant species and replacement with native plant species. 
 
 
PARDON OUR DUST MEETING OF WEDNESDAY; DECEMBER 08, 2010 
The December 08, 2010 “Pardon Our Dust” meeting was hosted by Jon Jacobson, Executive 
Project Manager for Potomac Crossing Consultants of the Virginia Department of 
Transportation(VDOT).  Staff, representing the National Park Service(NPS) including George 
Washington Memorial Parkway Superintendent, Dottie Marshall and NPS Project Manager, Kate 
Barrett were also in attendance.   
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Approximately 40-50 residents were in attendance.  The City was represented by staff from 
Recreation, Parks & Cultural Activities and Councilman, Paul Smedberg.  Public notification for 
the meeting was performed by VDOT and included general and resident direct media advisories, 
door hanger notification for nearby residents, Alexandria E-News and the City website.   
 
From 7:00-7:45 PM an open house was held using display boards on easels with VDOT and NPS 
staff available to respond to questions.  From 7:45-8:30 PM Jon Jacobson presented an overview 
of work to be performed in the Park-including a description of each of the major Park 
improvement elements, an anticipated timeline and sequence for construction and renderings of 
the completed park.  Mr. Jacobson also discussed work which will be undertaken during the first 
six weeks of construction including items such as installation of piles at the Finishing Pier, limits 
of site disturbance and removal of invasive species vegetation.  Mr. Jacobson listened attentively 
and patiently responded to each citizen’s question(s).  The meeting concluded at 8:30 PM - 30 
minutes earlier than scheduled because citizen questions about the project were completed. 
 
The majority of citizen questions focused on the rerouting of the Mount Vernon Trail during 
construction, construction vehicle access to the park, work hours and obtaining future update 
information.  The Mount Vernon trail is being rerouted via Franklin and South Royal Streets 
beginning December 06.  Construction vehicle access to the park will be limited to the existing 
entrance on South Royal Street and the traffic/haul routes will be the same as for previous 
Wilson Bridge work.  Work hours will be from 7:00 PM to 3:30 PM Monday-Friday.  It was 
agreed that any future public update meetings will be best scheduled based on progress of work 
milestones or construction phasing.  A copy of VDOT’s presentation may be viewed at 
http://media.wilsonbridge.com/jpp_final_8dec10.pdf. 
 
 
ADDITIONAL & FOLLOW-UP INFORMATION 
Information regarding Jones Point Park construction is continuously updated on Alexandria’s 
Recreation, Parks & Cultural Activities department website at 
http://alexandriava.gov/recreation/info/default.aspx?id=34692 and VDOT’s website for the 
Woodrow Wilson Bridge project at http://www.wilsonbridge.com/.  These links include 
information regarding community meetings, construction updates and other information and 
resources including how citizens may stay informed by subscribing to E-News or other 
advisories. 
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