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Actions & Strategies 
At its June 27, 2006 Legislative Session, the Alexandria City Council adopted a formal 
resolution to earn “bicycle-friendly community” status from the League of American 
Bicyclists by 2009. This resolution included an Action Plan for the “Spin City 2009” 
initiative, which is City’s name for our comprehensive effort to make bicycling an integral 
part of daily life in Alexandria. 
“Bicycle-Friendly communities are recognized as places with a high quality of life,” said 
Alexandria Mayor William D. Euille. “The Spin City initiative will help us build complete 
streets and make Alexandria safe and convenient for bicyclists of all abilities.” 
Through 2009 and beyond, Alexandria City Council will exhibit political commitment, 
supportive policies, focused infrastructure investment, and broad community involvement. The Action Items below 
provide a framework for the “Spin City 2009” initiative, which will earn Alexandria Bicycle Friendly Community status 
and support the implementation of the Transportation Master Plan. 
B1. Enforcement & Safety Action Items 

B1.A. Alexandria Police Department will address traffic enforcement in targeted areas to encourage bicyclists to 
 ride using the Rules of the Road 

B1.B. Implement commuter safety programs, improve bicycle registration in 2007 
B1.C. Each year through 2009, establish bicycle safety treatments at 3-5 key intersections with high volumes of 

 cyclists. Treatments may include “bicycle boxes” (withdrawn STOP bars with painted bicycle ‘safety’ 
 areas), colored bicycle lanes in high-conflict zones and signage advising appropriate location of bicyclists 

B2. Engineering Action Items 
B2.A. Each year through 2009, add 2 miles of bikeways and pilot new/innovative bicycle projects on an annual 

 basis 
  B2.A.i. 2008: Shared bicycle/transit lane 
  B2.A.ii. 2009: Bicycle boulevard 
  B2.A.iii. 2010: Raised bicycle lane 

B2.B. Coordinate maintenance with Recreation, Parks and Cultural Activities and provide an on-line forum for 
 notification of maintenance and safety hazards 

B2.C. Add 500 bicycle racks (including ample covered parking sites) and create a revolving fund to 
 accommodate partial contributions to bicycle parking at focus bicycle parking areas as identified on the  
 Bicycle Facilities Update map. 

B3. Encouragement Action Items 
B3.A. Similar to its transit subsidy, the City will provide stipends for employees who bicycle or walk to work at 

 least four times per week 
B3.B. Bikes racks will be added to all transit vehicles that operate in the City – specifically all DASH buses -- by 

 2009 
B3.C. City will organize and sponsor a month long promotional effort and ride series to encourage bicycling 
B3.D. A checklist-style system for AASHTO bicycle standards and City Policies will be available for use in all 

 development site review plans 
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Actions & Strategies 

B4. Education Action Items 
B4.A. Integrate Safe Routes to School improvements with the City’s existing Traffic Calming program 
B4.B. Update the City Bicycle Trail and Recreation Facility Map in 2007 (and every other year afterward) 
B4.C. Reformat the alternative transportation website (www.AlexRide.org) emphasize bicycling and include 

 regular updates and feedback options for citizens 
 
B5. Evaluation Action Items 

B5.A. An annual Benchmark report will be presented to City Council with input from web-based surveys on the 
 City’s progress in: Security, Amount and Location of Parking, Bicycle Facility Location, Maintenance 

Christmas decorations on Hume street in the Del Ray section of Alexandria 
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Endnotes 

1. Note: The proportion of people bicycling to work in Alexandria is included in the Metropolitan Washington Council of 
Governments’ “Bicycle and Pedestrian Plan for the National Capital Region” p. 2-3 and reflects data accumulated in the 
2000 US Census “Commute Mode Share”. In the Washington, DC area, Alexandria has the third highest level of bicycle 
commuters following the District of Columbia (1.2%) and Arlington (0.69%). The bicycle mode share in other U.S. cities 
includes: Boulder (6.89%), Cambridge, MA (3.9%), Madison, WI (3.19%) and Portland (1.76%). 

 
2. Virginia Department f of Transportation. Alternative Transportation Funding Sources Available to Virginia Localities, 

March, 2006. 
 
3. Virginia Department of Transportation. Virginia Safe Routes to School Grant Application Guidelines, FY 2006-2007. 


