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CONDITION 
Eltcellent D G1>od ~ Fair 0 

INTEGRITY 
(Check One) 

Altered gJ Unaltered 0 

(Check _One) 

Deteriorated 0 Ruins 0 Unexposed D 
(Ch•ck Ona) I Moved O Ori;inal Site ~ 

OESCFl18E THE PFlESENT ANO ORIGINAi.. (It lmown) PHVSlCAl.. APPEAFlANCE 

The general layout of the historic district of Alexandria consists of 
uniform rectangular blocks in a grid pattern. The streets are lined 
with townhouses, the more important of which are generally free-standing 
while the,majority are either semi-detached or non-detached. Most of 
the structures are brick or frame. The architecture found in the district 
includes the full-range of the late-eight~_t;ti, and nine_t;ee._ntti, .centm;y 
styles, but the district is more noted for its outsta~<!ingJ;mildings of 
the FedercJ,J_,_period. 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL. (If known) PHYSICAL. ... PPEARANCE 

a. BACKGROUND INFORMATION: 

Alexandria was a thriving port witil 1861, dealing primarily in the export 
of tobacco and grain. Tobacco was the currency with which John Alexander 
in 1669 purchased the site of the future town. It was also tobacco that 
brought Scotch merchants to the site in 1732, where they soon erected 
riverfront warehouses. The rapid growth of the area spurred Virginia's 
General Assembly to authorize the laying out of a town in 1748. Its 
original trustees named the town "Alexandria" in honor of John Alexander. 
The survey of the town was made by the Fairfax County Surveyor and his 
17-year old assistant, George Washington. The formal incorporation of 
the town, plus its designation as a Port of Entry, occurred in 1779. 
Soon, grain from western counties became a more valuable export than 
tobacco. Only the Civil War ended its usefulness as a port. 

Surviving structures that reflect Alexandria's early life number about 
200 and lie largely within an area of about 25 squares of the modern 
city, bounded roughly by the Potomac River, Franklin Street, North 
Washington Street and Queen Street. These structures include both 
warehouses and handsome dwellings. Of the latter, the Ramsay House 
is the city's oldest. Gadsby's Tavern (actually two buildings dating, 
respectively, from 1752 and 1792) was a famed center of hospitality, 
food and political activity, Chequire House and Gilpin House exemplify 
rich 18th-century -dwellings atop the owner's mercantile establishments. 
Along a cobblestone and tree shaded block of Prince Street are the color­
ful homes of early ship masters. Of the five surviving early warehouses, 
those of John Fitzgerald are still in use. Title to Alexandria's historic 
buildings rests in various private owners and public bodies. 

b. BOUNDARIES: Please see attached Ordinance No. 1338 
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te~ St(:;NlflCANCE 
PERIOD (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

Pre-Columbian O 16th Century 0 
15th Century O 17th Century 0 

SPECIFIC D .. TEIS) (If Applicable andKnown) 

"'REAS OF SIGN! Fl CANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

Abo, iginol Education D 
Prehistoric 0 Engineering D 
Hi storlc 0 Industry D 

Agriculture D Invention D 
Art 0 Landscape 

Commerce D Architecture 0 
Communications 0 Li !eratur• D 
Conservation D Military 0 

Music D 

18th Century ~ 

19th Century ~ 

Pol iticol 0 
Religion/Phi· 

losophy -0 
Sci•nca . D 
Seu lpture D 
Social/Human· 

itorign D 
Theater 0 
T ranspartotian D 

ST AT EMEN T OF SIGNL Fl CANCE (Include P&raona!le•, Dates, E-nts, Etc,) 

20th Century D 

Urban Plonofng· D 
Other (st,ecUyJ [1!I 

Architecture· 
·History' 

Alexandria was formally authorized as a town by an act of the Virginia 
Assembly in 1748. The town was laid off into uniform rectangular blocks 
with George Washington acting as one of the original surveyors. From 
the mid-eighteenth century until the Civil War, the town grew considerably 
as it served as the principal seaport and connnercial center of northern 
Virginia. 

The "Old and Historic District of Alexandria 11 as defined in Ordinance 
1338 of the City Council of Alexandria, is an area embracing nearly 100 
blocks in the heart of the original town. Within this district is to be 
found probably the largest concentration of late-eighteenth and early­
njneteenth century t7rbari architecture in the state. While a large number 
of the buildings are significant examples of Colonial and Federal 
architecture, many have'-important histod_cal associations as well. Some 
of the more notable architecturally and his··to-ricaiTy i~portant buildings 
in the area include: The Ramsey House, the city's earliest structure; 
Christ Church (erected 1773), a well preserved Colonial church where the 
Washingtons and Lees often worshipped; the Carlale House (built 1752), a 
notable mid-Georgian mansion where General Brad ock was entertained; the 
Llo~d House (erected 1798), a fine Federal structure; Gadsby's Tavern 
(17 2), City Tavern (1798), two architecturally notable buildings which 
were the scene of much early political activity; the Robert E. Lee House 
(1795), a large Federal house where Lee spent much of his boyhood; the 
L o-r.d,. Fairfax House (1816), one of the nation's outstand'ing Federal 
mansions; and the Alexandria Lyceum (1834), the city's finest Greek 
Revival building. 

Al though Alexandria is f~~_pri~rJ_ly_ fQr: _its FederaL.an:bitec ture, it 
should be noted that the city contains a number of fine Vic_tQr;i.an 
structures as well. There are also many nineteenth century.townhouses 
which are not significant as individual examples of architecture but are 
important in that they serve to maintain the scale of the city and 
visually link the more important buildings. 

While the historic district of Alexandria does contain many individual 
buildings of national significance, the district as a whole is extremely 
important as it is one of the very few urban areas in the state where 
enough of the old buildings have survived so that one can grasp a sense of 
an early town environment. 
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Ptoc;.RAPHICAL DATA· 
LATITUDE ANO LONGITUOE COOROINATE5 

OEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY 

L..ATITUOE ANO LONGITUOE C00ROINATE$ 
Q OEFINING THE. CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY 

l~-----~·O_F_L_E_s_s_T_H~A1-N~O~N~~-A_C_R_E ______ _ 

CORNER LATITUDE LONGITUDE LATITUDE LONGITUDE 

Degrees Minutes Seconds Degr••• Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds Oegren Minutes Seconds 

NW 38° 49' 03 • 77 0 03' 15 • 0 0 

NE 38 ° 49' 03 • 77 0 02' 20 • 
SE 38° 47' 26" 77 0 oz 20 • 
SW 38" 47' 26" 77 

0 OJ' 15 • 
LJST ALL STATES ANO COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY !!!OUNDARIES 

STATE: cooE COUNTY COOE 

S1'ATE: CODE COUNTY: CODE 

ST A TE: COOE COUNTY: CODE 

STATE: CODE COUNTY: CODE 

ORGANIZATION DATE 

Virginia Historic Landmarks Commission March 28, · 1969 
STREET AND NUMBER: 

Room 1116, Ninth Street State Office Building 
CITY OR TOWN: STATE CODE 

Richmond Vir inia · 760 

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na­

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 

in the National Register and certify that it has been 

evaluated according to the criteria and procewres set 

forth by the National Park .S.ervicie·: Th'e 1reciirr/mehde'd'' 

level of significance of this nomination is: 

National X] State O Local D 

Name Dr. Edward P. Alexander 

Title Chairman, Virginia Historic 
Landmarks Connnission 

.. 
Date March 28, 1969 

I hereby certify that this property is included in the 

Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic Pres 
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PROPERTY MAP FORM 

(Type all entrit:s - nttuch tn or mwfosti with map) 

p. NAME 

lcoMMON, Alexandria 
~:;·1-oA H1sToR1c: Alexandria 

2. LOCATION 
STRE 1cc. T ANO NUM BEH: 

_Y_Lrg!-DJ{l ---·- _ 
cour-11v 

A lexc1 nd r _i a __ (lfl GlX.!_) 
FOR NPS USE ONLY 

------------

As described in attached Ordinance No. 1338 ~~=-"-------------
Cl TY OR TOWN: 

Alexan~d~r~i~a'---------------r----.---------------,--­
srATE: CODE COUNTY: r.01,r-· 

l~~S. 7~ 1 , guadrangle Alexandria, Va, - n C - M 
SCALE: 1 :.// 000 
DAT£; 1c;1f,5 +--------------------------------------4. REQUIREMENT-"-S---~-~'-'--------~------------------
TO BE'. INCLUDED ON ALL. MAPS 

1. Property broundaries where required.· 

2. North arrow. 

3. Latitude and longitude reference. 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 

PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM 

(Type nil entries - attach to or enclose with photograph) 

· . . 

STATE 

Virginia ,--~-~-------- -
COUNT'( 

Alexandria (i 11 c i.!:..:__ 
FOR NPS USE ONLY 

ENTRY NUM"~~ 

coMMoN: Alexandria -------===-----------------------------------
ANOIOR H1sToR1c·: Alexandria 

12. 1,.0CATl()-'-N'------------------------~--·------------
STREET AND NUMBER: 

l\s described in attached Ordinance No. 1338 -
CITY OR \OY-jH: 

Alexandria -
STATE: 

(/r, 
I CODE jcouN TY: 

1~-1 Jirginia 
IJ. PHOTO REFERENCE ,' I.J.5 

PHoTo cRE01 T: Virginia Historic Landmarks Commission 

·-;-' /'\·.4: J 
! COLE 

I ,., -/a\ ...... , 

DATE OF PHOTO: 1969 r-------· __ ._.:.._,:..:c.=..::__ _____________________________________ _ 

~EGATlvE Ft LED AT: Virginia Historic Landmarks Commission 
Richmond, Vir~inia 

14. ibENTIF_!,C.~1:IOr-. 
0 E sc·A I BE VIEW, -o-,-=R-:Ec-Cc-T-, 0-N-. -:E::-T-cC-.---'--~-'-------------------------

Alexandria • Prince Street (200 block) looking west. 





AN EM5RGEr!Cs? O?l);?:b.?!Cl? to nncn:: 37:: rcori!,ain 51.- 
?ion 47.C5, Ar:icf? ; ! ' ' I ,  i i izptcr  42 oP 7irg Ccd? a! I?? C3.r 
o? A.!e,rn?dri,;, ' , f ivqi~?iq,  i9.53, as an>czc!?:l; r,hic1.1 C:w-'.cr 
42 rela?,?? 7- Zfi?j!r:C;, V I ! ~ : C ~  A??ic!:: ;:&!I r e \ a ? c ~  !-o <;,:..Z 
AP!Q t.!fS7G?!C A:-E;(P.Pii>2!A filSTRL,C-, ,a:;ci v~hkh $27.  

Cioa 12-85 roi;\:os :o CT.EAT:G?I; P .  C :  C;S. 
TRIC7. 

VJHEXEAS, pursunn: to due and tirncly no'icc nf the tirnc 
and placc of 11caiinc; ptihlishcci in n daily p a p  of jicne~.al cir- 
culation i!ubiisheri i:i ihc (.'ity o: Alcs;.ndria, Vir~ini:~,  n noblic 
hearing was hcld in rclntion to thc lnnttcrs hcrcina::?; set 
forth, a t  \vhich ,?!l!~lic kc:?rinji parties in infcicst an;: ciiiznns 
h a t  a n  opportuniiy to hr: heard. 

THE CITY COGSCIL OF ALZXANDP,IA HERZi3Y OR- 
DNNS: 

Scction 1. Tbnt Scction 42-85: Articlc XIV. Chapter 42 of 
The Cadc of thc City of Alcxandrin, Vir;:inia. 1063. 2s nmcndct!, 
be and the same hereby is anended anri rcord;!inetl to reail 
a s  foI!orvs: 

Sec. 42.05. Creation; bou;.dnriet. 

Therc is hcreby creatcd in :hc City o: Alexandria, Vi:ginia. 
a district to be 1cr.omn as tile "Olrl anrl 1Iis:oric il1csand;i;l 1)is- 
trict", beginning a t  a poin:, said point hein:: lhc i?:crscction 
of the celiteilinc of Ci:ecn Street mith i.he wcst hank of lhc 
Potomac River; thcnce !rcst\.iariI along the ccn:crlinc of Qlrcn 
Street to the ccntcrlinc of i,cc Streei; tliencc nor:ii\~;nrrI nlonq 
tile centcrlinc of 1.e.: Strcct to th? center line of Princess Str1:ct; 
thence wcstward v;i:h ihc centcrlinc oi I'rincrss S::.cct :o a 
point 123.42 feet wrst oi the \vest linc of Pitt Street: ihcnc,: 
i~orihward and pnrailci in thc wcs:. liric o: Pi:t Skeet to a pnint 
176.511 fcct nortii o: thc north iinc of Oronnco Strcci; tlir:;.c? 
v:cstwarcl from mch point rnd parallciin: the noit11 ;in.: of 
Oionoco Strcct to a ]~oint. 173.47. icct cast of th"ccr:!c:iii;c of 
P!orth lVnshin[;io;~ Ctrcc:; tllcncc north parallelinl: I\:o:ii~ \VP.F!I- 
ington Strcc:. to thr ccnt?rlinc of 1ijrr.t. Sirrrt ;  ihcncc rosi  nit11 
tlic ccntcrline ni First Strcct to a point :GO fcci cast of ti:? 
ccntcrlinc of Korth C'n:ihingion Street: ihcncc myth along 
a line 500 feet c n t  of Lhc ccnlcrlinc o l  Geor;~ i'!asliin$oii fi'ic- 
morial Ilil;i~way to tile norill city limits: thence \se?,t ~ v i t : ~  tlic 
nortii city linc io a p i n t  5fl0 icct \','cst G I  t!:c ceil!er!iilc of 
~ c o r g c  \Vasl~in;ton Alerilorial Iiighway; thcncc sol~:ii nlonc n 

'.line 500 fcci irest of iilc ccntc~~linc of Gcorgc Wasl1ing:on Iilc- 
rnorial IIigh!r,;iy to the cclltcrlinc of First :itrcct; lhcllcc cast 
with the ccntcrlinc of First Sircct to a point 173.42 fcct ~~ ic r , t  
of the ccntcrline of Worth Wasi~ington Sircct; thence sql~lh  par- 
:l!lcling North LVashington Strcct to a point 176.52 icct 11or;h 
of I~IC north linc of Oronoco Strect; thcccc wrsi to a pniilt 
123.42 icct  vest of tile wcst iiiic o: Coli:m!;iis Street; thcfirz 
south\rard and paralicl to thc west sid? of Cnltirnbzs !::i'c?i 
:o a point 176.5:; :eei no;t:i of tifie no;iii line o i  Ql:ccn S';~c-.i: 
ilicncc v;cst\*:arci pira;Ieli~.:: Queen Sirect to z poi;?t 1'.3.C? :cct 
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tvcst of ihc \';:'esi lipn Aiirrti Sll-r~!t: t!~rnrc ro~l:!w;nrci and 
par;;llcl to ;I;<: \.:c?,i Jill,. n: , \ l i l - , ~ j  !:lvrct 1:; ;I poi:,: I;:;.:: :'ill.: 
~ ~ < l l ! l  nc the ~ O ~ , t I l  I\:;,! 11; !jil,C'Il >:+r.c!!:: : l : , , : ~ ~ < :  l.,~x~:~::,-r;; 
;i:leling tilc so:tlii iiiv 0; c , : l i : ~ !  ; 1  :';:.,.,st 1 0  n iioi~: on th? r~:;-.:"r- 
linr o: I';~tric!i Sirct.1: i i.,(>.~r<! ::,I;I~;IV;:~[\ :I:,O:?;S :l!c ~r :~+cr! in?  
oi P;itricl< Strert l o  ;i  poi!;^ 1;2.5? f,:??,  or:^; o( (i!,.! c,~':l; l;:lC 
of Piincc S:rcct; e n  : r t : i r l  : I tn i!lc nn:,ih 
line of j'rince Strccl tn ih:! rtvltPl!ii:m of I{.:I;:.~ Sti'rcl; 
ti~cnce soolli  long :nid crl;:culinc '!?.:in fcc:. :n :I poinl; tli~::cc 
v:rst.\~;ard paralie; i!) illc r;;:~.t;l liile n: I'rion! S!~.cct hrin;: : ; i o  
LIIC so:iih linc of trvo 19 i~iot. ~ii!!! ailcys io a pni;;t Z3.F' rcc: 
v:cs: of the \vest linc of so ti;!^ i?:~yctir Sircci.; tiicilcc ::oi.iiicrJy 
parallel to tile rvcst lint of 1C:iycttc. !'lrcct 2'2 fret to :I in: CGi.ilCI.; 
Ilirncc westx.;ard 42 icrt ~):~;.nIlci to the nnrih linc oi Frincc 
Street: tllcncc south 17:1:! ;eft p ~ m l l c l  to tlic we:.: li~l<! oC lpn7- 
r;tc Strcct lo the soiltlr jicc of a 12 ;ooi v~idc a!!c!:: :lrcncc. !r.ii:ti 
said lint? wcstward!!~ pnrallel to l'ril~cc Slrcct to  i :~c rc.ii+crjinc 
of Payne Strcet; tllc~;cc 1 1 t :  along t !  rcntc;.liiic o: 
Pagnc Strect to a pnin:. 1011 Icrt soii:!~ of liin snii:h :in:: o:.?iincn 
Ftrcct; thence eastrvnrii.; ~-.r;ll!c!in!: F'rincc S:rcct ::fir1 !C;! Ecei 
soath of the sou:i~ linc o: l'rince Street io n )loin: i23.6? Crct 
il.,c;t of the west !inc o: Alircr: Stvrct; tlimcc so~iilrc-nril nnii 
parallel to t l ~ c  v;cst iinc ni A!Frcrl Ctrcet, to i!ic ccc:crIinc of 
\'iil:ccs Strcct; thcncc easlr~vnrrl along thc cen:i:ine oI \':ill<cs 
Strect to the ccntcrlinc cf Cn!iimhil.i Stucct; t;~';icc sc.ntl~!~;a;rl 
with the ccnicrlinc of Cnl~inhils Ctrcet to t i  ccn!ci!inn 0: 

Fmn:clin Street; :!;cncr. tvcsh-inrr! ~ l n n g  the ccntcrlinc of Fran!<- 
lin S:rcct to a poi111 123.42 fcci 1vcs: of :hc wcs:, ii2c o: Aiircfi, 
Street; thcncc sooiiinar~i nnd parnllcl wiih ihc rvcst I!:'.? of 
iilfrcd Strcci to t.hc ccntcrlil;. of f i r ?  Capi:al :'dlt,;ay; t l ~ n c c  
cast\uarci alon:; the ccntrrlinc of fhc  Capii:;l l'.:!:tv;:y in a jmint 
nn tile extension of :hc ccntcrlinc ,oC 2nvnl r c ;  iicilcc 
sn;~ti;ward along the e)::cndcil ccnlcrlinc of Iinyn: S:rcct to :il? 
souli~ city linc in :I~ii,tin:: Crrelc; tl~encc cast mit:~ the ~nlliil 
city linc to tllc slioic ljn: of ihc Potonac Ilivr.; t!i?r.ce llo:.::l 
y~i;h thc shore lin:: of thc Potornac Rivcr to :kc poir.l nC Rc- 
tinning. 

Section 2. That in tiic nl~inion of thc City Coimcii nn cmrrg- 
cncy exists and :ilk ir; d?claracl an EXZRG%ITC!.T ORDINAKCE 
3s a comp;inion ni.c:innnri: to the hci,::it rcs:riction az:ciidmc;it 
orciinancc urldcr con:idi:iaiion. 

'Section 3. That ?.his ordinance shall hc puhlishcc; in a ncws- 
of general circillnt,io~: in thc City not laicr than iivc 

days follorvi~lg its intradilclion togclhri with a notice ro2:nin- 
ing the time ant: place for a p;~b!ic hcarinf. The C!crlc of tlic 
C!oiinciI shall note ihc datc oC in:ioduclion an:! :irst rcaclin~, 
(lie date of publication, the date of ihc p;il~lic licnrin" aIlr. tihe 
tiate of tile sccoiid recciinx and final pnssagr. in the n1inii;CS 0: 
:h,c mcctiag. This orciinancc sliai! liccornc c:;c.c:ivc ihc ?a:? of 
i;i final passage. 

FXAi\;R i2, :.1i4.r2.: 
liiasor 

Final Passage: June 22, is55 
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DESCRIPTION: Inventory (appendix) 

In addition to Victorian residences, the Alexandria district contains an 
ample stock of small scale early 20th-century town houses. These were designed 
in a variety of modes including American Four Square, Bungalow, Neo-Colonial 
and Second Empire during an era of agressive eclecticism. The residentialunits 
appear as infill development throughout the district. Typical areas include 
the 500 block of N. Washington Street and the 700 block of Oronoco Street. 

The commercial area of the district centers around the corner of S. Washington 
Street and King Street. Consequently both King and Washington are bordered with 
commercial buildings and storefronts of varying ages, most of which date from 
the first third of the 20th century. Of particular note are the Art Deco Virginia 
Publlc Service building at 117 S. Washington Street, the Neo-Colonial Post Office 
and Court House at 200 S. Washington Street and the Burke and Herbert Bank at 
625 Klng Street. 

The distrlct also encompasses several factory buildings along Alexandria's 
formerly active waterfront. The most notable of these structures is the former 
Ford Plant, designed by Albert Kahn. The major part of this structure is a yellow 
glazed brick, saw-tooth roofed shed designed in an Art Deco style. Appended 
to this structure are three concrete additions designed in a rigid, yet sympathetic 
style. 

(see continuation sheet #2) 
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7. DESCRIPTION: Inventory (appendix) 

FRANKLIN STREET & UNION STREET 

(old Ford Plant): concrete; 2 stories; flat roof; 8 bays on main building, 
20 bays on annex. Modern. 1920s. Architect: Albert Kahn. The Old 
Ford Plant is a unique structure in Virginia for it is the only structure 
in the state designed by the famous factory architect Albert Kahn. The 
main 8-bay, concrete structure has a 3-story tower at its center. It is 
adjoined by a 20-plus-bay, concrete structure. All windows are of indus- 
trial sash. 

KING STREET 

625 (Burke and Herbert Bank): brick (stretcher bond); 2 stories; flat 
roof; 3 bays. Bank. Vernacular Classical. 1906. This small bank, with 
bracketed cornice and curved pediment with inscribed date, is a fine 
example of an early twentieth-century commercial structure. 

627: brick (stretcher bond); 2 stories; flat roof; 2 bays. Commercial 
(store). Classical Eclectic. 1910. This is an excellent example of an 
early twentieth-century brick commercial building designed in rather eclec- 
tic classical vocabulary. 

ORONOCO STREET 

711-709: brick (Flemish bond); 2 stories; gable roof; 3 bays each; 
1-story, 1-side-bay, arch entrance. Row house. 20th-century Vernacular. 
1915-20. This structure contributes to the small scale streetscape of 
this part of the district. 

NORTH WASHINGTON STREET 

520:. brick (stretcher bond); 2 stories; hipped roof (composition); 1 
hipped dormer; 2 bays; 1-story. 1-bay porch. Detached house. American 
Four Square. 1920. This residence maintains the low scale of its 
nineteenth- and twentieth-century neighbors. 

524: brick (stretcher bond); 2 stories; mansard roof (slate); 3 bays; 
1-story, 3-bay porch. Detached town house. Second Empire. 1910. This 
building clearly contributes to the fabric of the neighborhood in scale, 
style, and materials. 

528: brick (stretcher bond); 2 stories; mansard roof (slate); 1 shed 
dormer; 3 bays. Detached town house. Twentieth-century Vernacular. 
1910. This modified American Four Square building maintains the low 
density of this area of the district. 

(see continuation sheet # 3 )  
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7. DESCRIPTION -- Inventory (appendix) 

SOUTH WASHINGTON STREET 

117: stone (limestone); 3 stories; flat roof; 5 bays. Commercial (office). 
Art Deco. Ca. 1930s. Now a Marine recruiting office. this 3-story, 
limestone-faced structure is a fine example of the reserved form of Art 
Deco-style that was frequently used in commercial buildings. 

,200 (U.S. Post Office and Courthouse): brick (5-course American bond); 3 
stories; gable roof (composition); 2 gable dormers; 5 bays. Post Office. 
Colonial Revival. 1930. This 3-story, brick-and-limestone building with 
its large cupola is an excellent example of the late Colonial Revival 
architecture so popular for public buildings in the south. 
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8. SIGNIFICANCE -- Historical Background 
In addition to the previously discussed 19th-century structures, significant 

20-century buildings still stand in the historic district. These residential, 
commercial, and industrial buildings contribute to the area's historic fabric 
and survive as a three-dimensional palimpsest of Alexandria's development. 

In part due to its excellent rail connections to both north and south, Alexandria 
became an important industrial and commerical center in Northern Virginia. In 
fact, the Potomac yards were the largest classification railway yards in the 
country at the turn of the century. As a result of this transportation system, 
Alexandria developed a large industrial center along its waterfront adjacent to 
the railway. The list of industrial enterprises in Alexandria during the early 
20th century is rather lengthy, including large lumber yards, leather and shoe 
factories, coal wharves, ice factories, a brewery, glass works, a tile manufactury, 
and a gas works. This combination of industrial vitality and excellent transportation 
facilities led Henry Ford to build a plant along the Alexandria waterfront. Designed 
by Albert Kahn and completed in 1932, the structure incorporates a saw-tooth 
roof, and Art Deco facade with a remarkable degree of structural clarity, making 
it stand today as the most important example of early modern architecture in 
Alexandria. 

As the industrial area developed, so too did the commercial base rise to 
support the needs of the residents who were drawn to Alexandria by the availability 
of jobs and adequate housing. During the first t.wo decades of this century, 
a central business district developed along King and Washington streets. The 
Post Office and Courthouse designed by the Office of the Supervising Architect 
is an excellent example of a late Colonial Revival structure; the Marine recruiting 
center, with its stripped Classical details and Art Deco-style ironwork, is the 
finest example of that style in the district. 

The aforementioned combination of industrial development along with Alexandria's 
proximity to Washington D. C. caused an explosion of residential development 
in the first third of the 20th century. With its reasonable rents, relatively 
pure drinking water, fine educational system, and availability of loans through 
various cash-rich building associations, small scale residentialdevelopments, designed 
in several styles, sprang up throughout the city. While the units are architecturally 
significant and cohesive by themselves, these residences are also stylistically 
sympathetic to the fabric of the 19th-century city. The early 20th-century Empire 
and Four Square structures at 520-528 North Washington Street, for example, share 
a commonalrty of scale and material with the cotton mill across the street. 
709-711 Oronoco Street performs the same function in relation to the neighboring 
19th-century buildings. 




