Potomac River

Windmill Hill

ow a city park, Windmill Hill got its name from the windmill built
here on Miller’s Cliff by inventor John R. Remington in 1843. With
soothing winds and a grand view of the busy port, the hill was the scene of ” s ; e ‘ Sy 8 o “"”l“ i I} r”“"“]"““-”“ \]I;"‘;“‘J"“: ";
fashionable promenades and numerous celebrations. Bonfires and flying — , Wt : o i SheLe
. e . J = s near Windmill Hill. Many from lack of shelter, food, or water
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cannon bursts after the Civil War. Aviator Charles Lindbergh was honored ; = .m(l S. Union § re rere built. He was buried in
here for his solo flight to Paris in 1927 as his ship passed by with a 21-gun : : i :
Presidential salute that “boomed out from Windmill Hill” along with a . A l"m""f‘ : II 'H‘. ) :ﬂ 2 i F“"‘“““ with Wo
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bedlam of factory and boat whistles” (Alexandria Gazette, June 11, 1927). - g - . :
Windmill Hill has also attracted problems. In 1891, the Alexandria e :
Gazette proclaimed: “ Complaints are frequent of the rowdy conduct of
these boys who make quiet people, who desire to enjoy the cool air from the R R Windmill Hill was givento the City for use as a park in 1945 and was the center of
river, miserable.” Sixty-five years later, the police chief said: “We get Udlre SusE Arin Ralbwey Safvice 18027 Alexandria’s 200th anniversary in 1949. In honor of the anniversary, an
drunks, bootleggers, fights and deaths there all the time” (Alexandria amphitheater was carved into the hill to stage the production of a historical
drama, Alexandria, Thy Sons, which presented the history of Alexandria from
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Gazette,January 12,1956). e ] ¥
J 5 ) ~ i oA o 1749 to 1949. More than 500 citizens participated in the bicentennial pageant.
; Willard Scott, the noted television weatherman and native Alexandrian, played

the young George Washington.
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