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DESCRIPTIVE NARRATIVE OF PROPOSED DEVETOPMENT

The existing lot located at 951- North Fairfax Street was created with the realignment of area streets in
the last quarter of the twentieth century. With this realignment an existing park was expanded and a

small 1319 square foot irregular-shaped lot was created at the corner of North Fairfax Street and what
was then First Street. ln 1985 a branch bank was constructed on this site, utilizing the present building
footprint. The branch bank was not successful at this location and the building and land was sold to the
owners of The Perfect Pita in 1993. The Perfect Pita has been very successful at this location and wishes
to expand its present operation to include a new and enlarged kitchen, on-site eating areas and
additional required bathrooms. The addition will also satisfy the requirements of the Americans with
Disabilities Act.

With the proposed addition the existing curb cut and concrete parking pad will be eliminated. This will
result in a public right-of-way that is uninterrupted from the ramp of the garage for adjacent
development to the intersection of North Fairfax Street and Canal Center Plaza. A two-story addition
will bg constructed utilizing traditional €onstruction materials that will pe com$atible with the existing
structure and with newly constrqcted afljacent townhouses.

One of the owne/s primary goals was tp provide outdoor dining for 40 persons. The constraints of this
site dictate that outdoor dining be locafed on the second level of the proposed addition. Building codd
requirements limit second floor seating to 23 persons. The owner has planned for outdoor seating

adjacqnt the proposed addition and in the public right-of-way. With outdoor dining on two levels, the
goal of providing 40 seats for outdoor dining can be closer to being achieved.

The footprint of the proposed addition stops at the propefi line of 21-8 Canal Center Plaza so as to
respect the footprint of that townhouse. A stone hardscape will be installed between the concrete
walkway and the face of the addition. This will define an area used for 6utdoor dining. The owner and
architect will work with Alexandria Archaeology to develop the Cross Canal historic interpretative
signage that will be constructed at the northwest corner of the block a1951 North Fairfax Street.

Alexandria city planners have concluded that he intersection of North Eairfax Street and canal Center
Plaza is an important neighbor corner. The sidewalk has been extende{ at this corner, permitting the
location of a bicycle storage facility. An historic interpretative sign will qlso be constructed at this corner
With the planning of outdoor dining on two levels, the owner and architect maintain that the
importance of this key neighborhood intersection has been amplified and the proposed development
complies with the Old Town North Urban Design Guidelines.
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