
 

HOUSING FOR ALL PROJECT 2023 

LIST OF THE CITY OF ALEXANDRIA’S OFFICE OF HISTORIC ALEXANDRIA’S 

PUBLICLY AVAILABLE ORAL HISTORIES RELATED TO AFRICAN AMERICAN 

NEIGHBORHOODS 

Visit the Alexandria Oral History Center or Click the Links below 

 

The Berg: 

• Paula Haskins Williams: 
https://www.alexandriava.gov/uploadedFiles/historic/info/history/OralHistoryWilliams
PaulaHaskins.pdf 
 

The Bottoms  

• Joyce Paige Abney: 
https://www.alexandriava.gov/uploadedFiles/historic/info/history/OralHistoryAbneyJoy
cePaige2008.pdf 

• Mabel Burts: 
https://www.alexandriava.gov/uploadedFiles/historic/info/history/OralHistoryBurtsMa
bel.pdf 

• Mabel Porter Price: 
https://www.alexandriava.gov/uploadedFiles/historic/info/history/OralHistoryPriceMab
elPorter.pdf 
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Cross Canal 

• Virginia Knapper: 
https://www.alexandriava.gov/uploadedFiles/historic/info/history/OralHistoryKnapper
Virginia.pdf 

 

The Fort 

• Maydell Casey Belk: 
https://www.alexandriava.gov/uploadedFiles/historic/info/history/OralHistoryBelkMay
dellCasey.pdf  

• Charles McKnight: 
https://www.alexandriava.gov/uploadedFiles/historic/info/history/OralHistoryMcKnight
Charles.pdf  

• Edmonia Smith McKnight: 
https://www.alexandriava.gov/uploadedFiles/historic/info/history/OralHistoryMcKnight
Edmonia.pdf 

• Dorothy Hall Smith and Barbara Ashby Gordon: 
https://www.alexandriava.gov/uploadedFiles/historic/info/history/OralHistorySmithDor
othy.pdf 

• Sgt. Lee Thomas Young: 
https://www.alexandriava.gov/uploadedFiles/historic/info/history/OralHistoryYoungSgt
LeeThomas1999.pdf 

o Second Interview: 
https://www.alexandriava.gov/uploadedFiles/historic/info/history/OralHistoryY
oungSgtLeeThomas2009.pdf 

 

The Hill 

• Natalie Vaughn: 
https://www.alexandriava.gov/uploadedFiles/historic/info/history/OralHistoryVaughnN
atalie.pdf [NOTE: Also lived in Hayti] 

• Sarah O. Strother: 
https://www.alexandriava.gov/uploadedFiles/historic/info/history/OralHistoryStrotherS
arah.pdf [NOTE: She is possibly from Hayti; description is unclear] 
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Seminary 

• Julia M. A. Bradby: 
https://www.alexandriava.gov/uploadedFiles/historic/info/history/OralHistoryBradbyJul
ia.pdf 

• Elizabeth Douglas: 
https://www.alexandriava.gov/uploadedFiles/historic/info/history/OralHistoryDouglasEl
izabeth.pdf 

• Lucian Johnson: 
https://www.alexandriava.gov/uploadedFiles/historic/info/history/OralHistoryJohnsonL
ucian.pdf  

• Mary Crozet Wood Johnson: 
https://www.alexandriava.gov/uploadedFiles/historic/info/history/OralHistoryJohnson
MaryCrozetWood.pdf 

 

Uptown (Parker-Gray) 

• Courtney Brooks: 
https://www.alexandriava.gov/uploadedFiles/historic/info/history/OralHistoryBrooksCo
urtney2002.pdf [NOTE: this is his second interview, which focuses more on Alexandria. 
His first interview discussed his experiences during World War II.] 

• Lynwood Campbell: 
https://www.alexandriava.gov/uploadedFiles/historic/info/history/OralHistoryCampbell
Lynwood.pdf [NOTE: Also discusses impact of historic preservation on African American 
residents] 

• Christine Howard: 
https://www.alexandriava.gov/uploadedFiles/historic/info/history/OralHistoryHowardC
hristine.pdf 

• Helen Miller: 
https://www.alexandriava.gov/uploadedFiles/historic/info/history/OralHistoryMillerHel
en.pdf 

• Shirley Ann Steele: 
https://www.alexandriava.gov/uploadedFiles/historic/info/history/OralHistorySteeleShi
rley2008August.pdf 

o Another Interview: 
https://www.alexandriava.gov/uploadedFiles/historic/info/history/OralHistorySt
eeleShirley2008June.pdf 

• Elsie Thomas: 
https://www.alexandriava.gov/uploadedFiles/historic/info/history/OralHistoryThomasEl
sie2002.pdf  

• Charles “Buster” K. Williams: 
https://www.alexandriava.gov/uploadedFiles/historic/info/history/OralHistoryWilliams
Buster.pdf 
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