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Out of the Attic

ALEXANDRIA TIMES

Jane A. Crouch: Teaching for the elevation of her race

Jane A. Solomon Crouch
was born free in Alexandria in
1835 when Virginia laws pro-
hibiting education of enslaved
and free Black people were not
enforced in Alexandria because
it was part of Washington, D.C.

Once retrocession be-
came effective in 1847, Alex-
andria closed the schools for
Black children, including the
one she had attended since age
6. Years later Crouch recalled
how a constable startled the
teacher and students, order-
ing the school closed and leav-
ing them “half frightened out
of our senses.”

Crouch was eager to con-
tinue her studies and may have
attended St. Frances Academy,
a Catholic school for Black girls
in Baltimore. Her sister, Sarah
Solomon, attended St. Frances
as did Sarah Gray, another Al-
exandrian Crouch would later
teach with.

Crouch obtained a diploma
in the District that qualified
her to teach. She established an
evening school in Alexandria
and had about 40 students but
only allowed those who were
free to attend. She believed if
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Signature of Jane A. Crouch.

PHOTO/HAMPTON UNIVERSITY ARCHIVES

she taught enslaved children,
she would be arrested and un-
able to teach anyone.

Around 1860, Jane Solomon
met and then married in the
District a white English mu-
sician named Frederick Wil-
liam Nicholls Crouch noted for
composing the song “Kathleen
Mavourneen.” When the Civil
War began, he left to serve with
the Confederacy.

In 1861, with Alexandria
under United States military
control, Jane Crouch and Sarah
Gray opened the St. Rose In-
stitute, one of the first schools
established during the war to
educate Black children.

Once the war ended, she
hoped to reunite with her hus-
band who had never returned.
She wrote to him after seeing

his advertisement in a Char-
lottesville newspaper offering
music lessons but did not get a
reply, so she asked the Freed-
men’s Bureau for assistance in
locating him. The Freedmen’s
Bureau soon confirmed that he
was there.

She visited him and about
three months later appealed
to the Freedmen’s Bureau to
have her husband return to Al-
exandria because she was sick
with “no one to look to for sup-
port.” Later that year, she gave
birth to their daughter Car-
rie, and there is no indication
her husband ever returned
to Alexandria.

Jane A. Crouch committed
herself to her daughter and her
profession. In 1871, after for-
mally qualifying as a teacher,

she began teaching at the Hal-
lowell School, a public school
for African American girls.
She was highly respected as
a teacher and in the commu-
nity and was active with St.
Mary’s Church.

She sent Carrie to St. Fran-
ces in Baltimore for a “thor-
ough course of training, so that
her usefulness may be a bless-
ing to her race.” Crouch contin-
ued her own education and in
1881 attended a summer pro-
gram for teachers at Hampton.
She planned to return the next
summer but died of pneumonia
in 1882, shortly after turning 47.

Her superintendent re-
called Crouch as “an excellent
disciplinarian and devoted to
her work...[TThough her ac-
quirements were limited, she
made the best use of them for
the elevation of her race.”

Carrie Crouch Brooks also
became a teacher and briefly
taught at Lyles-Crouch School,
named in part for her mother,
after it opened in 1935.
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