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Keltz returns to the Alexan-
dria History Museum at The 
Lyceum appearing as Edgar Al-
lan Poe. Keltz commands more 
than five hours of Poe’s poems, 
short stories, essays, literary 
criticism, letters and reported 
conversations. As Poe, he will 
also regale the Lyceum audi-
ence with two stories, literary 
criticism and poems.

While Poe himself never 
appeared at the Alexandria 
Lyceum, one of his friends did. 
Frederick William Thomas 
published poetry, novels, 
character studies and songs. 
He also worked as an editor, a 
clerk and Methodist Episcopal 
minister. Thomas was born in 
Providence, Rhode Island, ed-
ucated in Baltimore and began 
his editing career at the Cin-
cinnati Advertiser. From 1841 
to 1846, he served as a clerk in 
the United States Department 
of the Treasury in Washington, 
D.C., where he also resided.

Of Thomas, Poe wrote in
“A Chapter on Autography” in 
Graham’s Magazine, Decem-
ber 1841:

“F.W. Thomas, who be-
gan his literary career at the 
early age of seventeen … has 
since more particularly distin-
guished himself as a novelist. 
His ‘Clinton Bradshaw’ is per-
haps better known than any of 
his later fictions. It is remark-
able for a frank, unscrupu-
lous portraiture of men and 

things, in high life and low, 
and by unusual discrimination 
and observation and respect 
to character. Since its produc-
tion, he has produced ‘East and 
West’ and ‘Howard Pinckney,’ 
neither of which seems to have 
been so popular as his first es-
say, although both have merit.”

Poe and Thomas were not 
just acquaintances but were 
close friends. They expressed 
their friendship in their let-
ters and sometimes frustration 
when too much time passed 
between correspondences. 

In November 1840, Poe 
wrote to Thomas, “Mrs. Clemm 
and Virginia [Poe’s aunt/moth-
er-in-law and his wife, re-
spectively] unite with me in 
the kindest remembrances 
to yourself and sister. … How 
long will it be before I see you 
again? Write immediately.”

Thomas wrote in February 
1841, “I assure you, Poe, that 
nothing gives me greater plea-
sure than to know that you are 
well and doing well. Remem-
ber me most affectionately to 
your mother and lady and be-
lieve me truly your friend.” 

In the same letter, Thomas 
addresses the idea of writing 
Poe’s biography, noting, “The 
notes for your biography will 
be better in the hands of some 
other person, for if I should 
take them in hand and speak 
but just appreciation of you, it 
would pass not for justice but 
the partiality of friendship.” 

They wrote often about 
wanting to meet in person. 
In September 1844, Thomas 
wrote, “I hope ere long to see 
you in Philadelphia and have a 
long talk about old times.”

Thomas lectured three 
times at the Alexandria Ly-
ceum on “William Wirt” – the 
longest serving Attorney Gen-
eral in U.S. history at more 
than 11 years in office – on 
“The Life and Character of By-
ron” and “The Life and Genius 
of Shakespeare.” He also de-
livered remarks in Alexandria 
on the Fourth of July in 1843, 
though the exact location is 
not given. 

The committee that 
brought Thomas to Alexandria 
wrote to him after the celebra-
tion and asked if they could 
publish his remarks, but he 
wrote back, “My address was 
partly spoken from notes,” and 

he would not have the time to 
write his remarks to his, or the 
committee’s satisfaction. 

Thomas moved away from 
Washington in 1850 but re-
turned to The Lyceum in De-
cember 1859, where he recited 
a poem, “Woman,” spoke about 
Poe – referred to in the Alex-
andria Gazette as “his personal 
and particular friend” – and ei-
ther read or recited two pieces 
from Shakespeare: Othello’s 
speech to the Senate and Ham-
let’s advice to the players.

Join us at The Lyceum on Oct. 
29 or 30 as David Keltz brings 
Frederick Thomas’ “personal 
and particular” friend to life. 
Tickets to the Poe in Alexandria 
performances can be purchased 
at shop.alexandriava.gov. 
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