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Sustainability – meeting our community’s present needs while
preserving our historic character and ensuring the ability of
future generations to meet their own needs
• Balancing and integrating environmental, economic, health

and social issues so as to maximize the quality of life
• Places where people can live healthier & economically

productive lives while…
- Reducing their impact on the environment

- Protecting natural resources
- Restoring community assets

What is an Eco-City?
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Benefits of Eco-City

• Integrates existing plans, policies and projects, creating a
holistic governance of City affairs toward sustainability

• Brand all environmentally-related activities under the Eco-
City “umbrella”

• Funding for Environmental programs has been sustained
and important for pursuing grants

• Market towards green businesses
• Leader in environmental sustainability, creating value and

pride for Alexandrians

Partnership Between the City,
Alexandria Environmental Policy Commission,

Virginia Tech and the Community

Eco-City Alexandria project started in January 2007 following a

request from City Council

• Green-Ventory and Compendium of Model Sustainability

Practices – December 2007

• Eco-City Café and Eco-City Summit – Spring 2008

• Eco-City Charter Adoption – June 2008

• Phase I Environmental Action Plan Adoption – January 2009

• Environmental Action Plan 2030 Adoption - June 2009
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• Citizens, businesses, and City government participate in a
vibrant community that is always mindful of the needs and

lifestyles of the generations to come

• Community well-being is supported by a strong economy
and sustained by a healthy environment

Eco-City Charter Vision
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•

10 Eco-City Charter Principles
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Environmental Action Plan 2030

• Comprehensive plan and road map for

sustainability for the next 20 years

• Implementation plan based on ten guiding principles

of the Eco-City Charter

• Contains 48 goals, 50 preliminary targets and 353 actions

covering the next 20 years and beyond

12 Eco-City Action Plan 2030 Principles
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