February 22, 2026

Dear Mayor Gaskins, Vice Mayor Bagley, and Councilmembers Aguirre, Chapman, Elno eene,

We respectfully urge the City to promptly post and fill the vacant Urban For na ition, which
has been vacant since June 2025. A specialized manager is essenkl tos advance Alexandria’s
urban forestry efforts.

While the City’s three arborists are fully engaged in operational tfge ca he nce of a manager
ry team remains smaller

leaves critical gaps in coordination and long-term planning. Alexan
i a fourth arborist three years ago

on a per capita basis than neighboring jurisdictions, and the
translated into more plantings, better pruning, and en y collaboration. Leaving the

evaluate whether the Sustainable Fore tiati would further strengthen Alexandria’s long-
term tree management.

e on the timeline for posting and filling this position. We remain
’s urban forestry efforts and appreciate your continued leadership and

We respectfully request an u
committed to supporting the
the opportunity to a Co

tion Commission

cc: James Paragon, City Manager
Hashim Taylor, Director, Recreation, Parks & Cultural Activities
Oscar Mendoza, Division Chief, Department of Recreation





