DEPARTMENT OF DUKE STREET

PhotoVoice Project O

Over the last several months, City staff worked with Alexandria City High School
students in three International Academy Digital Applications classes with Ms.
Gill on a PhotoVoice project. .

What is PhotoVoice?
Photovoice is a community-based and participatory

qualitative research method that is used in a variety of
different contexts, often to capture the unique points of
view of the photographers in response to questions about
needs, challenges, experiences, and opportunities in their
community.

Photography 101

City Staff from Planning and Zoning and the Office of
Communications and Community Engagement taught a
Photography 101 session to each class where students
took pictures of places, things, and people at the High
School.
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PhotoVoice Assignment:

The work that you see in this showcase are the pictures that each participating student took and captioned as
part of the PhotoVoice project. Students responded to the following questions to guid their photography:

e What do you see here?

e What’s really happening here? )

e What story is the photo telling? @Q

e Why is this moment important to you or our class?
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What do about it? ﬁ - = .
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Parcel Design Project e

Starting in January of this year, City staff worked with Alexandria City High
School students in Mr. Fitzpatrick’s English class on a Parcel Design project.

What is the Parcel Design Project?

Students were asked to develop an idea for how to re-use underutilized or vacant parcels on Duke Street. In
groups of four or five, students worked together to come up with unique ideas for each parcel and then pitched
them to a panel of three Planning and Zoning Staff. Each parcel idea received feedback form P&Z staff as well as
staff in the Office of Communications and Community Engagement, the Alexandria Community Shelter, the
Workforce Development Office, and the Office of Housing.

Parcel Locations:
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Parcel Design Practice

Before working on their own parcels, students
earned how to think about neighborhoods from a
olanning perspective! Using a game created by the
District of Columbia’s Office of Planning, students
worked together to propose land use alternatives
to the area around Alexandria City High School.
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Parcel Design Pitches

Each student was assigned to one of the five parcels
and worked as a team to create an idea for how to re-
use their parcel. Students created a poster, which you
can see displayed in this Showcase, and pitched their
iIdea for feedback to City Staff.

Proposals included:
e Job Training Center

Amenity
e Homeless Shelter
e Apartment Building
e Recording Studio
e Boxing and Fitness Studio A eSS Facitimy
— Each proposal had to include a
Apartment project description and a

description of the benefits it
would provide to community
members.

« Provides a safe place

« Access to basic needs
« Support for families

« Medical and addiction

« Encourages

« lob training

« Education Programs
« Mental health support i

DUKE ST, NEW BEGINNINGS

A PLACE TO REST,
to stay A CHANCE TO START AGAIN,

HOW THIS WILL
HELP

help

"Shelter Network's e
programs and services Bt .
are a rainbow in the
clouds for homeless
children and adults."
Maya Angelou

Community
involvement

oppurtuinites

5220 Duke St Alexandria

health safety
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