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Easter, with its roving date 
in the calendar year, has al-
ways held a special place in the 
history of Alexandria. Given its 
many houses of worship, that’s 
not a surprise. A look back at 
centuries-old newspapers re-
veals to readers the historic 
confluence of religious and 
consumer traditions so many 
years ago.

Just as Alexandria’s found-
ers came to accept the rela-
tionship between religion and 
commerce, later Alexandrians 
did not find those two tradi-
tions contradictory.

In keeping with these tra-
ditions, Easter egg decora-
tion was the featured topic 
of the Alexandria Gazette’s 
March 30, 1896, edition. The 
article championed inscrib-

ing “an Easter wish or verse 
on a delicately-tinted egg. 
This is done with metallic ap-
plied with a fine camel’s-hair 
brush. It may be more quickly 
done with a stub pen and India 
ink, but the result will not be  
so effective.”

Similarly, the April 1, 1895, 
edition of the Alexandria Ga-
zette included an advertise-
ment for “Easter Goods at 
French’s Bookstore.” The ad 
encouraged readers to view 
“the beautiful display of Eas-
ter Books and Booklets.” It 
also advertised “Ducks, Chick-
ens, Geese and Beautifully Col-
ored Eggs.”

Almost 20 years later, The 
Sunday Star, on April 5, 1914, 
told its readers that “A bunny 
party is an inexpensive, but 

very jolly way of entertaining 
the boys and girls home for the 
Easter vacation.”

The Star continued: “The 
first game is to be an egg hunt. 
As the guests arrive the girls 
will take a colored candy egg 
from one basket and the boys 
one from another basket. The 
boy and girl choosing the same 
color become partners …”

The religious tradi-
tion was also celebrated in  
Alexandria. A couple of years 
after the Star article, the 
April 22, 1916, Gazette wrote 
an article on “Easter Music  
at Churches.” 

While some churches pro-
moted their Easter sermons, all 
of the churches featured in the 
article, including First Baptist 
Church, the Chapel of the Good 

Shepherd and Second Presby-
terian, publicized their musical 
program for their Easter ser-
vices. First Baptist Church an-
nounced its program included 
“Spring Song,” “Christ the Lord 
is Risen Today” and “Now is 
Christ Risen.”

Much like previous resi-
dents of Alexandria, current 
Alexandrians do not need to 
choose between the religious 
and commercial traditions of 
Easter. Given Alexandria’s his-
torical diversity, many res-
idents did not celebrate the 
holiday at all. For those of 
you who do, we wish you a  
Happy Easter! 
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