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Background to the BAR

Board of Architectural Review

Three locally regulated historic districts: Old and Historic Alexandria 

(OHAD), Parker - Gray (PG), One - Hundred - Year - Old Buildings

Alterations to any building in the districts require approval from 

the BAR

BAR consists of 7 members

Some alterations require approval from BAR at public hearing; 

some require administrative approval from staff (~75% approved 

administratively)



Background to the BAR

What are Design Guidelines?

Set of design standards and principles, not yes/no policies

Provide information to applicants on required approvals and 

Preservation best practices 

Provide guidance to the Board and staff for reviewing the 

appropriateness of alterations



BAR Design Guidelines 
Committee

Preservation Design Guidelines adopted in 1993
Not searchable, poor - quality graphics, not ADA - accessible, 

outdated references, high use of technical language

Design Guidelines Committee established in 2019
Goal is an update to the guidelines to replace the 1993 guidelines, 

focused on format

Meetings are open to the public but comment not taken; 

announced on eNews  and on City Calendar

Parker - Gray Residential Reference Guide (RRG) adopted 

in 2012



BAR Design Guidelines 
Committee

Progress so far

10 chapters adopted by BAR, 11 under review, ~12 more to review

Goal is to finish all chapters in 2027

Next set of chapters will also undergo public review

New universal format adopted



BAR Design Guidelines 
Committee



BAR Design Guidelines 
Committee



Proposed Drafts
1. Utility Meters + Electric Vehicle Chargers

2. Mechanical Equipment, HVAC, + Vents

3. Exterior Lighting

4. Security Features

5. Infrastructure in the Public Right - of - Way

6. Small Cell Facilities + Antennas

7. Accessory Structures

8. Building Accessories

9. Planters

10. Porches + Porticos

11. Decks, Roof Decks, + Balconies



Utility Meters + Electric Vehicle Chargers



Mechanical Equipment, HVAC, + Vents



Mechanical Equipment, HVAC, + Vents



Exterior Lighting



Security Features



Infrastructure in the Public Right - of - Way



Small Cell Facilities + Antennas



Accessory Structures



Accessory Structures



Building Accessories



Planters



Porches + Porticos



Decks, Roof Decks, + Balconies



Public 

meeting 

August 19, 

2026

Comment 

period open 

until 

September 

2, 2026

Staff 

updates 

drafts 

based on 

public 

feedback

Staff brings 

updated 

drafts to 

the Board 

for final 

adoption 

(October 

2026)

Timeline/Next Steps



CITY OF ALEXANDRIA

Comments will be taken now as well as 

via email at

Brendan.harris@alexandriava.gov

Public Forum
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