
Friedman and illustrated by Claire 
A. Nivola, focuses on the McLean 
family, in whose parlor at 
Appomattox Courthouse the 
surrender was signed in the 
presence of key people and a doll 
named Lula, the silent witness to 
history! Limited space. 
Reservations suggested. $2. 11 
a.m. to noon. 703.838.4848. 
www.fortward.org 
 
Saturday, March 22 
Hunt for History  
Gadsby’s Tavern Museum, 134 North Royal Street 
Here’s a fun way to explore the Tavern and City 
Hotel!  The history is easy to find, but where are the 
eggs?  Help find the Tavernkeeper’s Easter eggs and 
learn about the past at the same time. Light 
refreshments included. Reservations requested. Tours 
times from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. $5 per adult, $3 per 
child (ages 2-17). Remember to bring your Easter 
basket! 703.838.4242. www.gadsbystavern.org 
 
Saturday, March 22 
Spring into Reading Children's Book Fair 
The Lyceum, 201 South Washington Street 
Make history fun at 
this unique event for 
kids and their parents! 
At the fair, children 
can play sleuth on a 
history scavenger hunt 
of The Lyceum and 
earn their own 
Museum Detective badge. There will be story times, 
crafts, and “please touch” artifacts. Usborne Books 
will offer dozens of selections for purchase, with an 
emphasis on social studies and other 
educational areas, and titles suitable for 
all ages. Alexandria author Betty Bruce 
Shepard will be on hand to discuss and 
sign her new children’s book, Virginia: 
An Alphabetical Journey Through 
History.  Stimulate your child’s curiosity at this fun 
family event. Free admission! 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
703.838.4994 www.alexandriahistory.org 

Saturday, March 15 
Swordsmen’s Rendezvous 
Gadsby’s Tavern Museum, 134 North Royal Street 
En garde! 
Experience this 
unique living 
history program as 
you learn a skill 
all 18th-century 
gentlemen must 
know – 
swordplay!  The 
program includes 
re-enactment of 18th-century swordplay and a 
display of 18th-century weapons. This popular 
family event is suitable for all ages and will include 
some audience participation as you practice your 
newfound talents. Price is $5 per person, ages 5 and 
up. Tours are from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. and 
reservations are required. 703.838. 4242. 
www.gadsbystavern.org 
 
Monday, March 17 
Tavern Toddlers 
Gadsby’s Tavern Museum, 134 North Royal Street 
Because it’s never too early for kids to appreciate 
history, the museum developed this special program 
for toddlers (walkers through 36 months) and their 
caregivers. Tavern Toddlers features a weekly open 
playtime every Monday through April. In March, the 
focus is Going on a Trip where children will go on 
adventures as they pretend to be travelers. $10 for a 
group of three. 11 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 703.838.4242. 
www.gadsbystavern.org 
 
Wednesday, March 19 
Civil War Story Time 
Fort Ward Museum, 4301 West Braddock Road 
This program on the Civil War, as depicted in 
children’s literature, is suitable for elementary 
schoolchildren. Reading and group discussion will 
focus around two children’s books based on 
historical events from the Civil War era. One book, 
Mr. Lincoln’s Whiskers by Karen B. Winnick, tells 
the story of young Grace Bedell, who wrote to 
Abraham Lincoln suggesting he grow a beard – and 
he did! The Silent Witness, written by Robin 

Spring Break in Historic Alexandria 
March 15 through March 23 



Alexandria Archaeology Museum 
105 North Union Street, 3rd Floor 
Torpedo Factory 
A Community Digs Its Past: The Lee 
Street Site. Learn about the 
archaeology and history unearthed 
during the Lee Street site excavation. 
See artifacts from an 18th-century 
wharf, 19th-century taverns, the 
Jamieson Bakery and a Civil War 
hospital. Free admission!  Tues.-Fri. 
10 a.m.-3 p.m.; Sat. 10 a.m.-5 p.m.; 
Sun. 1-5 p.m. 703.838.4399. 
www.alexandriaarchaeology.org 
 
Alexandria Black History Museum 
902 Wythe Street 
Learn about the history of Alexandria’s 
African American community. View 
the exhibition Securing the Blessings 
of Liberty, which tells the story of 
slavery from an African American 
perspective. Free! Tues.- Sat. 10 a.m.-
4 p.m. 703.838.4356. 
www.alexblackhistory.org  
 
Carlyle House Historic Park 
121 North Fairfax Street  
Learn about 18th-century gentry life 
and the founding of Alexandria 
through the experiences of Scottish 
merchant Colonel John Carlyle. 
Completed in 1753, Carlyle's Aquia 
sandstone home was the grandest in 
Alexandria and remains a fine example 
of Georgian-Palladian architecture. $4/
adults, $2/children (under 10 
free). Tues.-Sat. 10 a.m.-4 a.m.; Sun. 
Noon- 4 p.m. 703.549.2997.  
www.nvrpa.org/parks/carlylehouse 
 
Christ Church 
118 North Washington Street 
Built in 1773, Christ Episcopal Church 
was the first church in Alexandria. 
Both George Washington and Robert 
E. Lee were regular worshipers. Free 
admission!  Mon. - Sat. 9 a.m. - 4 p.m.; 
Sun. 2 - 4:30 p.m. 703.549.1450. 
 
Fort Ward Museum & Historic Site 
4301 West Braddock Road 
Exhibits include The Common Soldier 
in the Defenses of Washington and 
Artillerymen in the Defenses of 
Washington, which interpret the lives, 

equipment, uniforms and personal 
belongings of Union troops stationed 
around the Federal capital during the 
Civil War. The site includes the best-
preserved Civil War fort built to protect 
Washington, D.C., a reconstructed 
officers’ hut, and museum. Free 
admission and parking!  Tues. - Sat. 10 
a.m.-5 p.m.; Sun. Noon - 5 p.m.  
703.838.4848. www.fortward.org 
 
Friendship Firehouse 
107 South Alfred Street 
See hand-drawn fire engines, leather 
water buckets, axes, sections of early 
rubber hose and other historic 
firefighting equipment at the firehouse 
built in 1855, remodeled in 1871 and 
restored in 1992. The Friendship Fire 
Company was established in 1774, and 
was Alexandria’s first volunteer fire 
company. Free!  Open Fri. & Sat. 10 
a.m. - 4 p.m.; Sun. 1 - 4 p.m. 
703.838.3891. 
www.friendshipfirehouse.org  
 
Gadsby’s Tavern Museum 
134 North Royal Street  
Travel back to the 18th century and learn 
about public life at the tavern that 
hosted famous guests like George 
Washington and Thomas Jefferson. $4 
for adults, $2 for children (under age 10 
free with paying adult). Wed.- Sat. 11 
a.m. to 4 p.m.; Sun. 1 - 4 p.m. (last tour 
at 3:45 p.m.). 703.838.4242. 
www.gadsbystavern.org 
 
Lee-Fendall House Museum 
614 Oronoco Street 
Built in 1785 by Philip Fendall on land 
purchased from his cousin 
Revolutionary War hero Henry “Light 
Horse Harry” Lee, father of Confederate 
General Robert E. Lee. Generations of 
the Lee family lived in this house, 
which is now restored to its early 
Victorian elegance and furnished with a 
collection of family heirlooms and 
Alexandria furniture. Admission: $4/
adults, $2/children (under 11 free with 
adult). Tour hours: Tuesday, Thurs.-Sat. 
10 a.m. - 4 p.m. Wed. & Sun. 1 - 4 p.m. 
Tours begin at the top of the hour; final 
tour begins at 3 p.m. 703.548.1789. 
www.leefendallhouse.org 

The Lyceum, 
Alexandria’s History Museum 
201 South Washington Street 
The permanent exhibit, Building a 
Community: Alexandria Past to 
Present, tells the story of Alexandria 
from the time of Native Americans 
to the present.  Free admission and 
parking!  The museum and shop are 
open Mon. - Sat. 10 a.m.- 5 p.m. and 
Sunday 1-5 p.m.  703.838.4994.  
www.alexandriahistory.org 
 
Old Presbyterian Meeting House 
321 South Fairfax Street 
Built in 1774, the Meeting House 
was the site of memorial services for 
George Washington. Visit the Tomb 
of the Unknown Soldier of the 
American Revolution in the 
churchyard. Free! Mon.-Fri., 9 a.m.-
3 p.m. 703.549.6670. 
 
Stabler-Leadbeater Apothecary 
Museum 
105-107 South Fairfax Street  
Features an outstanding collection of 
herbal botanicals, apothecary bottles, 
and medical equipment, many still in 
their original location. In operation 
from 1792 until 1933, its 
manufacturing room is intact from 
the turn of the century.  The 
Apothecary has archival materials, 
including journals, letters, diaries, 
prescription and formula books 
which include the names of famous 
customers including Martha 
Washington, James Monroe, Nelly 
Custis and Robert E. Lee. Wed.-Sat. 
11 a.m. to 4 p.m., Sun.: 1 p.m. to 4 
p.m. Last tour at 3:45 p.m. $4 adults, 
$2 children 11 - 17, children under 
11 free, groups of 10 or more $3. 
703.838.3852. 
www.apothecarymuseum.org 
 
Discount block tickets available for 
Carlyle House, Lee-Fendall House, 
Stabler-Leadbeater Apothecary 
Museum, and Gadsby’s Tavern 
Museum. Available in three- and 
four-site passes. Please visit 
www.historicalexandria.org for 
more info! 

Tours & Museum Hours 


