
Waste Reduction Tip #1:  

If you are upgrading this season to a flat-screen HDTV, don't forget to bring your old TVs to the City's Household 
Hazardous Waste (HHW) Drop-off site for recycling. TV's cathode ray tubes contain lead, so recycling is always 
the best option! The site is located at 3600 Wheeler Avenue and open on Monday's (except for holidays), 7:30am 
- 3:30pm. 

To find out more about what we accept at the HHW Drop-off site, visit: 
alexandriava.gov/tes, or call the Solid Waste Division at: 703/519.3486. 
  
 
Waste Reduction Tip #2 
 
Do you have too much stuff? Need to make way for new all those new gifts that you're getting this holiday 
season? Think REUSE! 
 
The City of Alexandria supports the Reuse Network, a partnership of for-profit and non-profit organizations 
dedicated to re-distributing goods to those looking for a great deal, or those in need of life's basic necessities. If 
you need to unload some stuff, this is the season to be jolly and make someone else happy to reuse stuff you no 
longer need. So clean out your closets and donate gently used items to one of the organizations listed the Reuse 
Directory, which can be found on the City's recycling web site at www.alexrecycles.org
 
And if you would like to find out more about the environmental and economic impact of your stuff, take a look at 
this short video! Share it with your children, you might save a penny or two on stuff this year!  
 
www.storyofstuff.com 
 
 
Waste Reduction Tip #3 
 
People are always asking "Why can't I put my recyclables in plastic bags?". So here's the answer: 
 
The reason we ask you to leave plastic bags out of the recycling system is because they contaminate the other 
recyclable materials that are recovered at the Materials Recovery Facility (MRF) where our recyclables are 
processed. Using plastic bags requires more manual sorting (ie., workers having to tear open bags and dump out 
the recyclables for additional sorting), they get caught up in the sorting equipment, and they are too dirty by the 
end of the process to be recycled. Plastic bags instead end up as processing residue and are disposed of as 
trash.  
 
Therefore, we recommend that you take them to your local grocery store where they will be bailed with other 
plastic, including shrink wrap and sent to a company like Trex (www.trex.com) in Winchester, VA, who will recycle 
them into decking material. 
 
 
Waste Reduction Tip #4 
 
If you have run out of time to go to the mall, or shop online, consider giving your time as a gift to someone you 
love, or simply like. The gift of time can be the best present you can give. Friends often need help running 
errands, baby sitting their kids, or simply just need some alone time with you. Give someone a certificate for an 
hour or two of your time and let them decide how they would like to spend it with you. You can use the following to 
craft your own “certificate of time” gift for that special someone. 
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