
Transportation & Environment

Accomplishments & Events

Transportation & 
Environment

The Woodrow Wilson Bridge Improvement Study focuses on 
traffic and environmental impacts of the various bridge alternatives 

and includes frequent meetings with City residents. 

Woodrow Wilson Bridge. Several alternatives, including a tunnel, are being considered to replace the 
aging Woodrow Wilson Bridge over the Potomac River. The Woodrow Wilson Bridge Coordination 
Committee, which includes representatives from Virginia, Maryland, and the District of Columbia as 
well as the National Park Service and the Federal Highway Administration, will hold public hearings in 
early 1996 on a preferred alternative. Since March, citizen groups have been meeting regularly to 
discuss the effects of traffic, urban design, and environmental impacts on the neighboring communities. 
In 1995, the Virginia General Assembly passed legislation creating a bridge authority to manage the 
operation of the facility, including collection of tolls and maintenance. 

Eisenhower Avenue Connector Interchange. Construction of this Beltway (I-95) interchange and the 
connecting road to Eisenhower Avenue is scheduled to begin in the spring of 1996 and last about 18 
months. Design work on the interchange (formerly named the Clermont Avenue Interchange) was 
completed in early 1995. The new interchange will link Interstate 95/495 to the Eisenhower Corridor, 
one of the City's primary development districts. 
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Major Transportation Facilities and Development Districts. Construction of the Eisenhower Avenue Connector 
Interchange (9-F) is set to begin in the spring of 1996. Public hearings on a preferred alternative for the Woodrow 
Wilson Bridge (10-Q) are scheduled for early 1996.The City's 1992 Master Plan targets commercial and mixed-
use development to ten Coordinated Development Districts: 1-Carlyle; 2-Eisenhower Avenue; 3-Cameron 
Center; 4-Winkler; 5-Stone Tract; 6-Alexandria Center/Berkey Photo; 7-Route 1 Properties; 8-Trade Center; 9-
Cameron Station; and 10-Potomac Yard/Potomac Greens. Location of Enterprise Zone is indicated by dotted line. 

DASH. The City's DASH bus system, operated by the Alexandria Transit Company, carried over 
2,238,000 passengers in FY 1995, an increase of 1.9% over the previous year. A decline in ridership 
during the second half of the year corresponded to a substantial decrease in Metrorail weekday riders 
using the Pentagon station. Operating revenues for the year ending June 30 totaled $1.39 million, 
covering 45.5% of the bus system's operating costs. In May, the DASH Board of Directors approved the 
purchase of five transit coaches for $1.2 million. 

Metrorail Service. Average daily passenger boardings at the four Metrorail stations serving the City 
were down 1.4% to 23,536 during FY 1995. Daily ridership averaged 6,525 at Braddock Road station, 
down 1.4%; 8,125 at King Street Station, no change; 2,340 at the Eisenhower Avenue Station, down 5%; 
and 6,545 at the Van Dorn Street Station, down 1.4%. 

Air Quality. Most of the Washington metropolitan region, including Alexandria, is in Ònon-
attainmentÓ with federal air quality standards for carbon monoxide and ozone. Motor vehicles are the 
primary source of air pollution in the region. The Clean Air Act Amendments of 1990 require the region 
to meet the carbon monoxide standard by 1995 and the ozone standard by 1999. Oxygenated gasoline is 
sold to motorists throughout the region from November to February to reduce carbon monoxide 
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emissions. To meet the ozone standard, Alexandria has been working with other local jurisdictions 
through the Metropolitan Washington Air Quality Committee on a regional air quality plan. The first 
step was to reduce volatile organic compound emissions by 15% from 1990 levels by 1996. Virginia 
submitted a plan to EPA in November 1994 calling for the installation of gasoline vapor recovery hoses 
at service stations, high tech motor vehicle inspection and maintenance programs, and the sale of 
reformulated gasoline, which began in January. Achieving the ozone standard by 1999 will likely 
require additional controls on motor vehicle emissions. These measures will be the focus of future 
discussions by the Air Quality Committee, which includes Mayor Ticer and Councilwoman Pepper. 

Combined Sewers Permit. The Virginia Department of Environmental Quality in April issued the City 
a permit that allows continued use of combined sanitary and storm sewers. The permit, which the City 
has been working to secure for five years, saves the City an estimated $60 million - the cost to separate 
combined sewers that serve older areas of the City east of the CSX railroad tracks. The combined sewers 
carry both sewage and stormwater runoff to the Alexandria Sanitation Authority wastewater treatment 
plant. The State determined that combined sewer overflows during heavy rains do not exceed current 
water quality standards in the receiving streams. During the next 18 months, the City will conduct 
monitoring studies and submit to the State for its approval a plan for limiting pollutants and controlling 
overflows. The cost of sewer system improvements will not be known until the plan is completed in 
early 1997. 

Recycling. In the sixth year of the City's recycling program, weekly 
curbside collections of aluminum and steel cans, plastic jugs, glass bottles, 
newspapers/magazines, and other recyclable products totaled 4,870 tons. 
When added to collections at the five drop-off centers, newspaper 
collection, leaf mulching, city/business/office paper recycling, and white 
goods, the City achieved an overall 26% recycling rate in 1995. Revenues 
from the sale of recyclables totaled $190,000 in FY 1995, up 990% from 
the previous year. Significantly higher prices, especially for newspapers 
which rose from $5 a ton last year to $75 a ton this year, helped to boost 
revenues from recyclables. 

Cub Scouts from Den 1 of Pack 129 (Westminster Church) camped out at Ft. 
Ward Park last fall and organized a clean up and recycling project.  

  

General City Mail: CityMail@alexandriava.gov 
To send mail to City Council, other elected officials and individual City departments, 
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