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FROM THE 
MAYOR

Welcome to the City's 1997 
Annual Report. Prepared by 
the City Manager and her 
staff and mailed to every 
City household, the Annual 
Report serves the important 
purpose of keeping our 
citizens informed of the 
activities of our City 
government. 

The Annual Report covers such major issues as the budget 
outlook, economic development priorities, and 
transportation. 

Alexandria's population is growing and so too are demands 
on our City's public facilities. Construction of the new 
Community Library on Duke Street is scheduled to begin 
next spring, and work is underway on a public parking 
garage at Queen and Lee Streets. In May, Council approved 
funding a new school in FY 1999. Improvements have been 
completed or are well underway at the Nannie J. Lee and the 
Mt. Vernon Recreation Centers, Simpson Stadium, and 
Ewald Park. 

Additionally, Alexandria is a center of Northern Virginia's 
fast growing technology industry. Currently, 164 technology 
firms employ more than 9,000 workers in Alexandria. To 
compete with technology centers such as Boston's Route 28 
corridor and California's Silicon Valley, Alexandria is part 
of a consortium led by Northern Virginia Community 
College to train information technology professionals. The 
Alexandria City Public Schools are implementing a 
Technology Initiative that will bring the latest 
communications and networking technologies into every 
classroom by the Year 2000. The City is also applying 
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recent advances in technology to its own programs and 
services. 

To pay for these new facilities and modern technology, City 
Council has made economic development a top priority. 
Consistent with the 1992 Master Plan, Council has 
encouraged development at Potomac Yard, where a major 
retail center will open this fall; at Cameron Station, where 
construction of the first phase of a 2,500-unit residential 
community is underway; and along the Eisenhower Avenue 
Corridor, where a new Beltway interchange has greatly 
improved traffic access. 

This fall promises to be a busy time. On Saturday, 
September 27, City Council will convene an Economic 
Summit, bringing together business, civic, and government 
leaders to update the City's economic development 
priorities. And on Friday, October 31, and Saturday, 
November 1, City Council will meet at City Hall for our 
Annual Retreat. Many of the issues discussed in this Annual 
Report are expected to be on the Retreat's agenda. 

I encourage you to review this Annual Report and to share 
your thoughts with me and my Council colleagues. 

 

 

  

General City Mail: CityMail@alexandriava.gov 
To send mail to City Council, other elected officials and individual City departments, 
click here.  
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