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ACCOMPLISHMENTS & EVENTS 

Recreation & Cultural Activities 

Recreation Center Renovations. Renovation of the 
Nannie J. Lee Recreation Center was completed during 
FY 1997, and work at the Mt. Vernon Recreation Center 
is scheduled for completion in the fall. The addition of a 
fitness room, a multi-purpose room, an expanded activity 
room, a kitchen, and an outdoor patio at the Nannie J. 
Lee Center will make possible expanded program 
activities including classes in dance, cooking, fitness, 
Spanish and computers. The City will extend the 
Center’s hours to accommodate programs for senior 
citizens. At Mt. Vernon, the gymnasium will be doubled 
in size. An enlarged arts and crafts area, a new 
photography darkroom, a kitchen, a larger multi-purpose 
room, a new computer room, and a renovated activity 
room and locker/changing area will also be added. These 
improvements will make it possible to expand programs 
for youth, teens, adults and seniors. 

Cameron Station. The City has retained a consultant to 
develop a master plan for the 63-acres of park land the 
City received in April from the National Park Service. 
The addition of this open space increases the City’s total 
park land by 7% to 906 acres. In February, City Council 
reserved sufficient land to develop a 32,000-square-foot 
multi-use, multi-generational, multi-purpose recreation 
center at Cameron Station and in May earmarked $5,000 
in the sixth year of the FY 1997-2003 Capital 
Improvement Program for project planning and 
development. At the eastern end of the site, planned 
improvements to a 52-acre park include two regulation 
soccer fields, an interim youth soccer field, a softball 
field, a youth baseball field, a restroom-concession 
facility, bike trails with a pedestrian bridge across 
Holmes Run and picnic areas. This work will begin in 
FY 1999 and will be completed in two to three years. 
The 11 acres of park land at the western end of the site 
include a lighted softball field, playground and a picnic 
site that are expected to be ready by the fall of 1998.  
 

 
The Lyles-Crouch and Jefferson Houston Combined 
Band and Orchestra performed in Market Square in 
May as part of the Recreation Department’s Lunch 
Bunch concert series. 

Alexandria’s 250th Birthday - 1999.To plan a year-
long schedule of events in 1999 marking the 250th 
anniversary of the founding of the City, City Council 
established a 250th Anniversary Commission this 
spring. The year 1999 is also the 200th anniversary of 
the death of George Washington. To coordinate 
commemorative activities, the 23-member 
Commission is soliciting public comments and ideas 
on appropriate activities, special events, re-enactments, 
exhibitions, lectures, publications, musical and 
theatrical performances and other celebrations. These 
events are scheduled to begin in January of 1999. The 
Commission is staffed by the Office of Historic 
Alexandria. 

“Celebrate Virginia”.The Lyceum participated in this 
statewide cultural tourism effort sponsored by the 
Virginia Tourism Corporation. The museum hosted an 
exhibition on Virginia Indians titled “The Dan River 
People: Ancient Virginians and Their Environment,” 
and an interpretive program by Shirley Little Dove 
McGowan of Virginia's Mattaponi Reservation who 
traces her family roots to Pocahontas. Fort Ward 
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The Alexandria Soccer Association (ASA) plays 55-60 
games a week in spring and fall on City playing fields. In 
1997, 1,800 boys and girls played on 130 ASA teams.  
 

Recreation Planning. The Department of Recreation, 
Parks and Cultural Activities began a major planning 
effort in 1997 focusing on citywide recreational needs. A 
consultant was hired in August to prepare a needs 
assessment, evaluate current recreation programs and the 
use of existing facilities, and produce both a five- and a 
ten-year strategic plan. 

Senior Programs. The Department of Recreation, Parks 
and Cultural Activities added a seniors walking club at 
various sites through out the City, a seniors book club at 
the Watson Reading Room next door to the Black 
History Resource Center, and a monthly film series at 
the St. Martin de Porres Senior Center. There are plans 
to add a seniors book club in the West End and a series 
of trips including a fall camping program. There 
continues to be strong interest in classes that introduce 
seniors to computers and the Internet. During FY 1997, 
90 seniors enrolled in computer classes offered at the 
Charles Houston and Patrick Henry Recreation Centers. 

Library Services. The Alexandria Library continued to 
expand public access to the Internet, the World Wide 
Web, and other electronic information resources. In 
August 1996, the Library’s automated catalog and 
several CD-ROM reference databases became available 
to citizens, schools and businesses via computers with 
modems or telnet access. These electronic resources are 
available 24 hours a day, every day of the year. The 
Library continued to add pages to its Web site (http://
www.alexandria.lib.va.us) and links to other sites in or 
about Alexandria. There were more than 15,000 visits by 
Internet users to the Library’s home page last year. A 
new service provides holders of active Alexandria 
Library cards with “full text” access via computer to 

Museum hosted an exhibit, “The Littlest Soldiers,” 
featuring a variety of rare photographs, toys and 
clothing articles related to children during the Civil 
War era. In January 1998, the Lyceum and the 
Alexandria Black History Resource Center (ABHRC) 
will host a scholarly conference titled Jamestown to 
Jubilee: The Urban Black Experience in Antebellum 
Virginia. The conference is made possible by funding 
from the Virginia Foundation for the Humanities and 
Public Policy (VFH) to foster interest in the upcoming 
400th anniversary of the English settlement at 
Jamestown. VFH funding will aid in bringing 
historians to Alexandria to explore the hardships, 
achievements, and communities of African-Americans 
in Virginia’s cities and towns before the Civil War. 

Freedmen’s Cemetery. The Woodrow Wilson Bridge 
Improvement Project increased citizen awareness of 
the Freedmen’s Cemetery located near South 
Washington and Church streets. The cemetery is the 
burial ground for possibly thousands of escaped slaves 
who fled to Alexandria for protection during the Civil 
War. Lacking adequate housing, food and medical 
care, the "freed people" died at alarming rates and 
were buried by U.S. military authorities governing the 
town. Burials occurred between 1864 and 1869, and 
the site was later abandoned by the federal 
government. A citizen task force is studying the site 
and advocating for its protection. City Council set 
aside a week in May to remember the Freedmen’s 
Cemetery. 

Maritime Heritage Center. In June, City Council 
approved construction of this Seaport Foundation 
facility, a floating timber frame building at #2 Queen 
Street at the waterfront, north of Thompson's Alley and 
south of Founders Park. Focusing on Alexandria and 
the Potomac River, this facility will feature small 
wooden boat building demonstrations, an 
environmental science lab, and dock space for small 
rowing and sailing boats used for community programs 
and for rentals. 
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more than 1,000 magazines. Jones Communications 
continued to provide free Internet access for the public at 
the Barrett and Burke Branches. Library staff conducted 
free classes for those interested in learning how to use 
the Internet and World Wide Web. 

 
 
World-reknowned architect Michael Graves completed the design and floor plans for the new Central Library at 
Duke and Pickett Streets. The 46,000-square-foot, brick-facade building will provide library users with state-of-the-
art electronic information resources and will feature a 150-seat meeting room and a reading garden facing the 
Holmes Run Green Way. Ground breaking is planned for spring 1998, and dedication of the new facility is 
scheduled for late 1999. The above view is from Duke Street. 

 

  

General City Mail: CityMail@alexandriava.gov 
To send mail to City Council, other elected officials and individual City departments, click 
here.  
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