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Audrey Davis, Alexandria Black History Center 
Catherine Miliaras, Alexandria Historic Preservation 
Stephanie Sample, Alexandria Historic Preservation 

 
 

A Tale of Two Old Towns:  
The Parker- 
Gray District 
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Alexandria, not Williamsburg 
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Alexandria Today 

Torpedo Factory Arts Center 

King Street Metro Station 
King Street Shops 
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Population Growth: 1790-2010 
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Parker-Gray Becomes a District 
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Early Preservation Efforts 
Creating the Old and Historic Alexandria District 
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Metro:  
Neighborhood “Revival” or Threat? 
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Braddock Road 
Metro Development 

Braddock Place (site of 
Parker-Gray High School) 
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We want to be a “special” district but 
not an “old and historic district….”  
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Naming Parker-Gray 

The Washington 
Post, Dec. 9, 1981 
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Differences between the Districts 
In Parker-Gray… 
 
• Continued use of inappropriate or incompatible materials if  

“the cost of the work would be materially  increased by the 
use of another material” 

 
• Emphasis on “compatibility with other buildings or structures 

on the  same block face, the block face across the public 
street or the immediate surrounding area”  

 
 



13 PastForward Conference: A Tale of Two Old Towns  11/3/15 

African-American Museum Sites 
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Black History Museum & Watson Reading Room 
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 AAM Accreditation 

Alexandria Black History Museum 
received accreditation from the 
American Alliance of Museums in 
2012 

One of 3 museums related to 
African American history and 
culture to hold AAM accreditation 
in the United States (March 
2014) 
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 Collections & Exhibits 
• Parker-Gray Gallery holds changing exhibits  

• Robert Robinson Gallery holds Museum's permanent exhibit, 
Securing the Blessings of Liberty, about Alexandria’s early 
African American history 

• Notable collections include ‘Moss Kendrix’ and ‘Parker-Gray’ 
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Recent Exhibitions 
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 African American Heritage Park 
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Contrabands and  
Freedmen  
Cemetery  
Memorial 
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 Alfred Street Baptist Church 
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Parker-Gray Schools 

Parker-Gray School 
Circa 1920 (Wythe 
Street) 

Parker-Gray High School 
Circa 1950 – 1965 (Madison Street) 
 
Middle school 1965-1984  
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Challenges: Preserving Alexandria’s 
African American History 

• Ramsey homes in peril 

• Recognizing Parker-Gray school history 

• Diminishing footprint of African American history in Alexandria 

• Need more room: collections storage, exhibit space, event 
space 
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And then…. 
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Publicity 

Washington Post, August 7, 2011  

Alexandria Times, October 20, 2011  
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What happened next? 
City Council got involved: 
 
There were calls for the dissolution of the 
historic district… 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
…and then calls to not change  
a thing. 

George Washington never slept 
here! 
 Recent Residents Who Challenged District 
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The Parker-Gray Ad Hoc Design Guidelines  

Advisory Group 
 
 • 9 Work Group members 

 
• 7 Meetings 

 
• 19 hours of discussion 

 
• Outcome:  3 fundamental changes 
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Architectural Classification (local Period of 
Architectural Significance, 1931) 
 

“Early” buildings  
are those constructed 
by 1931 
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Architectural Classification (local Period of 
Architectural Significance, 1931) 
 

“Later” buildings  
are those constructed 
after 1932 
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Early (orange) 
Later (blue) 
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Hierarchy of  
Elevations 
 

Street-facing Front Façades GREEN 
Non-Street-facing Side PURPLE 
Rear Elevations RED 
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B = BAR review at a public hearing 
S = Staff administrative review only 
N = No BAR or Staff review required 

2.  Levels of Review 
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Parker-Gray Guidelines 
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