
U R B A N   D E S I G N   A D V I S O R Y   C O M M I T T E E 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

TO:  Old Town North Urban Design Advisory Committee  

 

SUBJECT: Minutes of November Meeting  

 

DATE:  07 November 2014 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 
The Urban Design Advisory Committee met on Wednesday, November 5 at 9:00am at City Hall.  The following 

members were in attendance at the meeting: 

    

Marie McKenney Tavernini   

 Roger Waud    

Bruce Machanic, co-chair   

 Daniel Straub, co-chair   

 

The following Staff, representatives for the Applicants, and citizen representatives were also in attendance:  

     

Maya Contreras   P&Z    

 Dirk Geratz   P&Z  

 Rory Byrnes   Cas Riegler 

 Robin Bettarel   Cas Riegler 

Brandon Lenk   Cooper Carry Architects 

Lila Fendrick   Lila Fendrick Landscape Architects 

Rachel Ryan   Lila Fendrick Landscape Architects 

 

 

INTRODUCTION 

 The meeting was called to order at 9:00am as the Quarterly Meeting of UDAC.  The purpose of the meeting 

was to a) review the current conceptual design for the Old Cotton Building (515 North Washington Street), 

and b) discuss the status of other current and potential projects. 

 

STAFF UPDATES   
 The committee and Staff briefly discussed the following:  

 1.   ABC/Giant site; 

 2.   Canal Center; 

             3.   801 North Fairfax Street; 

 4.   Mirant/GenOn power plant site; and 

 5.   AFBA site. 
 

NEW BUSINESS:  PROJECT PRESENTATION & DISCUSSION 

 515 North Washington Street (The Old Cotton Building).    

This project is being proposed as a renovation and re-use of the original Cotton Factory Building for residen-

tial purposes.  The building was originally used for industrial/manufacturing purposes and was converted to 

residential, and later to commercial/office use.  This conversion back to residential would result in approx -

imately 25 units as either condos or apartments.  The overall project also includes the construction of a new 

adjacent building annex along Pendleton Street (size: 10,000sf; nine residential units) and the conversion of a 

small area of parking into a ‘garden space’ along Washington Street. The project is being submitted on two 

tracks. The first track is limited to the interior renovation of the existing building, which is being handled 

administratively.  The other track incorporates the exterior of the existing building, the site plan issues, and 

the design of a proposed adjacent annex building. This second track requires, and will be submitted as, a 

Development Special Use Plan (DSUP).  The DSUP will include a request to build additional residential units 

on the site and a request for a reduction in parking for the site. The DSUP will require UDAC and Historic 

District BAR review prior to Planning Commission and City Council hearings. 
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The project was originally presented to UDAC in January and the committee made no formal vote on the 

project but requested that the Applicant return to the Committee as the planning and design process evolves 

through the DSUP and BAR review process.    

The following planning and design issues were addressed and discussed: 

1. the history of the existing building, the site and the appearance of the building and outbuildings; 

2. the need for, and the appropriateness of, the proposed conceptual design for the annex building; and 

3. the appropriateness of the proposed ‘garden space” and streetscape for N Washington Street.  

 

The committee complemented the Applicant on the work they are completing on the renovation of the existing 

building and the design concepts they have proposed for the ‘garden space’ along Washington Street.   

However, the committee did not feel that the proposed design of the annex building was complementary to 

the existing building and the adjacent community, nor is it in character with the goals and guidelines for 

Washington Street.  As a result, the committee noted that the proposed design for the annex building would 

be considered as inappropriate as a conceptual design and would not be endorsed by UDAC.  

 

The committee encourged the Applicant to return to the committee when the conceptual design for the annex 

building is more carefully refined and resolved and when they have resolved how the composition of the 

overall project works in harmony to enhance the character of Washington Street and the adjacent community.  

The committee offered to prepare a letter of support for the preservation and re-use of the existing building, 

the general footprint for a proposed annex building, and the proposed concept design for the ‘garden space’.   

 

 

OLD BUSINESS   
 No Old Business. 

 

 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

 The Committee adjourned at approximately 10:30am. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Please notify the author of any additions, deletions or mistakes in this report. 


