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“To be a vibrant, safe and attractive 
city of opportunity through the 

development of effective and efficient 
recreation programs, facilities and 
parks for all citizens and visitors to 

enjoy” 

RPCA’s Mission  
 

 Mission tied to City’s strategic Goals 



• Individual Benefits – Contributes to health and 
personal/family satisfaction 

• Community Benefits – Reduces crime and 
delinquency, supports youth, offers lifeline for 
the elderly, attractive living environment 

• Environmental Benefits – Clean water! Clean 
air, places to enjoy nature’s beauty 

• Economic Benefits – Enhances land and 
property values, revenue generator, attracts 
and retains businesses 

Contributes to improving the overall “Quality of 
Life” in the community 

 
 

 

Community Benefits of RPCA 
Services 



RPCA’s Organization 



 $21 million net operating budget 

 172 Full Time Positions 

 Seasonal Employees based on the time of year 

 Contracted Services 

RPCA’s Resources 

Operating Budget: 



• 900 acres of open space, including 566 acres of 
parks 

• 17,000 Street Trees 
• 190 landscaped sites/flower beds 
• 62 Boat Slips at the City Marina 
• 49 Multi-Use athletic Fields  
• 36 Playground Areas 
• 60 Tennis/Basketball Courts 
• 20 Miles of Trails 
• 18 Dog Parks  
• 4 Swimming Pools 
• 11 Community Centers 

 

RPCA’s Resources 



2013 Community Survey 

Park Visitations – 82% of households (above national         
benchmark of 78%) 
 
Physical Condition of Parks – 84% rated as Excellent to 
Good  
  
Program Participation – 48% of households (increase since 
2011) 
 
Quality of Programs – 93% rated Excellent to Good 



• RPCA is Nationally Accredited by the 
Commission for Accreditation of Park 
and Recreation Agencies since 2004 

• Meets national benchmark for its 
commitment of quality services to 
citizens and effective organization 
management 

• There are currently 117 accredited 
park and recreation agencies in the 
United States. 

  

National Accreditation For RPCA 



Park Operations 



Park Operations 



Public Information, Special 
Events & Waterfront Operations 

• Communications & Public Information 
• Customer Service Functions 
• Special Event Management 

• City Marina & Waterfront Operations 

• Implementation of Waterfront Small Area Plan  

• Liaison to Waterfront Commission  

http://www.alexandriava.gov/goto.aspx?u=http://alexandriava.gov/recreation/info/default.aspx?id=57832&i=13&s=content&h=&lt;IMG%20style=&quot;BORDER-BOTTOM:%20


 

Serves as the Local Arts 
Agency in Alexandria: 

 
 Support local artists and 

arts organizations through 
city grants and professional 
development workshops 
 

 Provide Community 
Programming 
 

 Poet Laureate: Tori Lane 
 

Office of the Arts 



Public Art 

• Public Art Master 
Plan 
 

• Public Art 
Acquisition & 
Maintenance 
 

• Public Art in 
Private 
Development 



Planning 

 Open Space  

 Long Range Planning 

 Inter-jurisdictional Planning 

Development Coordination 

 Capital Projects 

 Facilities 

 Playgrounds 

 Athletic Fields 

Capital Improvement Plan 

Park Planning, Design and 
Capital Development 

 



Needs Assessment - Programs 
 



Needs Assessment - Facilities 
 



Witter Fields 



Miracle Field 



• Completed 02.2009 

• USGBC / LEED 
Silver 

• Community Rooms 

• Full Size Gymnasium 

• Computer Lab 

• Outdoor Pool 

• C. Houston Memorial  
 

Charles Houston Recreation Center 



William Ramsay  
Rec. Center &  

Jerome “Buddie” 
Ford Nature Ctr.  

5650 Sanger Avenue 
•Arts & Crafts Room 
•Computer Lab 
•Dance Studio 
•Game Room 
•Gymnasium 
•Kitchen 
•Meeting rooms 
•Multi-purpose room 
•Nature center 

 
 

Nannie J. Lee  
Memorial Rec. Center 
1108 Jefferson Street 

• Arts & Crafts Room 
• Computer Lab 
• Game Room 
• Gymnasium 
• Kitchen 
• Meeting Rooms 
• Multi-purpose room 
• Fitness room 

Mount Vernon  
Rec. Center 

2701 Commonwealth 
Ave. 

• Arts & Crafts Room 
• Ceramics/Pottery 
• Computer lab 
• Dance studio 
• Gymnasium 
• Meeting rooms 
• Multi-purpose room 
 

Patrick Henry  
Rec. Center 

4643 Taney Avenue 
• Arts & crafts room 
• Gymnasium 
• Game Room 
• Kitchen 
• Meeting rooms 

Recreation Centers 



Chinquapin  Park 
Rec. Center 

3210 King Street 
• Meeting rooms 
• Multi-purpose 

room 
• Racquetball 

Rooms 
• Fitness Rooms 
• Indoor Swimming 

Pool 
 

 
 

 
 
 

Charles Barrett  
Rec. Center 

1115 Martha Custis Drive 
• Arts& Crafts room 
• Game Room 
• Gymnasium 
• Kitchen 
• Multi-purpose room 
  
  

 

Charles Houston  
Rec. Center 

901 Wythe Street 
• Arts & Crafts Room 
• Boxing Ring 
• Computer Lab 
• Dance Studio 
• Game & Fitness 

rooms 
• Gymnasium 
• Kitchen 
• Meeting room 
• Multi-purpose room 
• Pool 
• Pre-school room 

Cora Kelly  
Rec. Center 

 25 W. Reed Ave. 
• Arts& Crafts 

room 
• Game Room 
• Gymnasium 
• Multi-purpose 

room 
• Fitness room 
• Racquetball 

Court 
• Multipurpose 

Room 

Recreation Centers 



Homework 
Games 

Arts & Crafts 
Sports  
Dance  
Music 

Recreation Center  
Out of School Time Programs 

Ages 5-12 

1,337 children currently served FY2012 in the 
school year program. 

1,291 children served FY2012 summer programs. 



• Cheerleading Competition  
 

• Black History Month Programs  
 

• Hershey Track & Field  
 
• Kiwanis Kids Fishing Day  

 
• Hispanic Heritage Month 

 
• Saturday Night Hype 

 
• Community Days 
 

 
 

Special Activities  



Summer Camps and Playgroups 



Teen Programs 



Senior Programs 



Youth & Adult Sports Programs 



 Recreation Buddy 
Program 

 Dance/Movement  
 Classes 
 Saturday Social 

Club 
 Sensory Programs 
 Trips 
 Miracle League 

 
 

Therapeutic Recreation 



Aquatics 



• Volunteer to support RPCA programs  
• Park and Recreation Commission 
• Commission for the Arts 
• Beautification Commission 
• George Washington Birthday Celebration 
Committee 

• Waterfront Commission 
• Sport Advisory Boards 

How Can You Get Involved? 



Questions? 
 

Recreation, Parks and Cultural Activities 
1108 Jefferson Street 
Alexandria, VA 22314 

703.746.4343 
 

Web: www.alexandriava.gov/Recreation 
eNews: http://enews.alexandriava.gov 

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/RPCAAlexandriaVA 
Twitter: https://twitter.com/RPCA_AlexVA 

 
 


	Alexandria City Academy
	Recreation, Parks & Cultural Activities��James Spengler�Director
	RPCA’s Mission �
	Community Benefits of RPCA Services
	RPCA’s Organization
	RPCA’s Resources
	Slide Number 7
	2013 Community Survey
	National Accreditation For RPCA
	Park Operations
	Slide Number 11
	Public Information, Special Events & Waterfront Operations
	Office of the Arts
	Public Art
	Park Planning, Design and Capital Development�
	Needs Assessment - Programs�
	Slide Number 17
	Slide Number 18
	Slide Number 19
	Slide Number 20
	Slide Number 21
	Slide Number 22
	Recreation Center �Out of School Time Programs�Ages 5-12
	Special Activities 
	Summer Camps and Playgroups
	Teen Programs
	Slide Number 27
	Youth & Adult Sports Programs
	Slide Number 29
	Slide Number 30
	How Can You Get Involved?
	Questions?�

