
Alexandria Library 
Rose Dawson, Director 

Subscription Library since 1794. 
Public Library since 1937. 
 





A BRIEF HISTORICAL SKETCH… 
 
Alexandria Library Company was founded July 24, 1794. 
Which of the following were NOT included in the Company's earliest 
addresses? 
 
 
a) Mr. Stabler's Apothecary Shop 
b) Old City Hall 
c) The Lyceum 
d) Masonic Temple 
e) Peabody Hall 
 
 
The Company's first acquisition was the American Encyclopedia.   Its 
rare book collection was begun in 1822 with Mr. Miller's The Gardener's 
Dictionary, which had been presented to the Company 
decades earlier by George Washington. 
 



For more than a century and a quarter, 
Alexandria Library Company flourished 
as a private, subscription library with an 
initial annual fee of four dollars… 

In 1937: 

Dr. Robert South Barrett donated funds for a public library in memory of his 
beloved mother, Dr. Kate Waller Barrett.  

The Society of Friends granted a 99-year lease for use of its old Quaker 
Burial Ground on Queen Street as its site.   

The Company signed an agreement with the Alexandria City Council turning 
over its collections to Alexandria City. 

The City agreed to include operating expenses for the “public library” in its 
budget. 

OUR HISTORY 



Samuel Wilbert Tucker 
Attorney and Organizer of the 

Alexandria Library Sit-In of 1939 



ROBERT H. ROBINSON LIBRARY 1939 LIBRARY SIT-IN 



75th LIBRARY SIT-IN ANNIVERSARY 



WHO’S RUNNING THE SHOW? 



LIBRARY LEADERSHIP 

     +      =                              

 

 

 

Three of the Company’s members are elected to serve on the seven 
member Alexandria Library Board.  Three citizens and a member of the 
Alexandria City Council comprise the remainder of the Board.  
 



CHAIR: Kathleen Schloeder 
City Council Citizen Appointee 

 
VICE CHAIR: Oscar P. Fitzgerald 

Alexandria Library Company Appointee 
 

TREASURER: Anne Paul 
Alexandria Library Company Appointee 

 
SECRETARY: Gwendolyn Day-Fuller 

City Council Citizen Appointee 
 

William V. Brierre 
Alexandria Library Company Appointee  

 
Helen Desfosses 

City Council Citizen Appointee 
 

Allison Silberberg 
City Council 

LIBRARY BOARD 



ORGANIZATIONAL STRUCTURE 
OF 



MISSION STATEMENT 

The Alexandria Library is an educational, user-oriented service 
institution providing free public access to recorded knowledge and 

ideas. The Library maintains a collection of general, regionally historical, 
and recreational, reading, listening and viewing materials for home 
and on-site use; provides information services by both professional and 

skilled staff; provides access to off-site collections, electronic 

reference resources, and the Internet, through the latest information 

technologies.  The library publicizes services through children’s 
programs, outreach, participation in community activities, and 

maintenance of an active website on the Internet. 
 
 



THE ALEXANDRIA LIBRARY 
 



KATE WALLER BARRETT 
BRANCH LIBRARY 

The Kate Waller Barrett 
Branch is located 717 Queen 
Street in the Old Town 
section of Alexandria. It was 
renovated and expanded in 
1995 and houses both the 
Barrett collection and local 
and historic collections from 
the Lloyd House Branch, 
which was moved in April 
2000.  It is also home to a 
regional collection of The 
Foundation Center, a major 
source of Foundation Center 
print and online materials.   

Barrett was Alexandria Library’s Central Library until… 
 



The Beatley Central Library 
on 5005 Duke Street is the 
main reference facility of the 
Alexandria Library. The 
65,000 sq. ft. building was 
designed by Architect 
Michael Graves. The library 
opened on Jan. 31, 2000, 
and continued their green 
efforts with solar panels in 
October of 2012.    

It was named after one of 
Alexandria’s most beloved 
mayors, “Chuck” Beatley. 
 

CHARLES E. BEATLEY JR. 
CENTRAL LIBRARY 



Duncan is a community 
library located at 2501 
Commonwealth Avenue in 
Del Ray and has  served 
Alexandria since 1969. The 
expanded branch reopened     
in 2005 as the first city 
government building to 
feature a green roof. 

JAMES M. DUNCAN BRANCH LIBRARY 



ELLEN COOLIDGE BURKE 
BRANCH LIBRARY 

The Burke Branch Library 
at 4701 Seminary Road 
reopened in March 2002 to 
much fanfare after major 
renovation.  Until 2014, this 
was a multi-use building 
with the bottom half being 
used by ACPS for English 
Language Learners 
instruction.  The Library 
hopes to redesign the 1st 
floor to meet community 
needs. 
  
A mile away from Beatley, 
Burke Branch also serves 
the busy and densely 
populated “West End” of 
the City of Alexandria.   



Special Collections/ 
Local History Branch Library 

The Special Collections division (inside Barrett Branch) houses many resources 
for historians, genealogists, and others interested in learning about Alexandria, 
Virginia, and American history. The division holds a variety of sources in several 
formats, including books, CD-ROMs, online databases, microfilm and 
microfiche, journals, manuscript collections and photographs.  It has been 
featured on TV’s History Detectives and Ghost Hunters. 



VIRTUAL LIBRARY  
 
The catalog, with each upgrade, continues to become more 
interactive, and the databases keep growing. 



NEW!  
 

Mobile App  
and  

Free MP3s & 
Streaming 

Now Available  



Which was the most popular device used by Alexandrians to download eBooks? 
   a) Cell Phone 
   b) Tablet 
   c) eReader 
   d) Computer 

Film Series 
Author Visits 

eBooks & eAudiobook Classes 
Housebound Outreach Service 

 

ADULT SERVICES 

http://www.freedigitalphotos.net/images/sign-in-phone-shows-log-on-online-photo-p236960
http://www.freedigitalphotos.net/images/Computers_g62-Digital_Book_Reader_p73139.html


Animal/Nature Programs 
Children Story Times 
Early Literacy Workshops 
Game Night 
Paws to Read 
Summer Reading Programs 
Visits from Sheriff & K-9 

YOUTH SERVICES 

http://www.alexandria.lib.va.us/client/en_US/home/?rm=10|||1|||2|||true&dt=list.U5dM6HJdXmM
http://host4.evanced.info/alexandriava/evanced/eventsignup.asp?ID=26120&rts=&disptype=info&ret=eventcalendar.asp&pointer=&returnToSearch=&num=0&ad=&dt=mo&mo=8/1/2014&df=calendar&EventType=ALL&Lib=ALL&AgeGroup=&LangType=0&WindowMode=&noheader=&lad=&pub=1&nopub=&page=&pgdisp=


OTHER SERVICES 

Access to the Internet 
Access to Word Processing 

Computer Classes 
Wi-Fi & Databases 

 

“Talking Book” Service  
Meeting Rooms 
Digital magazines 
 

https://www.nlstalkingbooks.org/talkingbooksform/


Annual Report is 
submitted to city 
by the Board 
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FY2010 - 2014 Registered Borrowers 
 

2010     172,504
2011     177,051
2012     153,320
2013     141,200
2014     135,093
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FY2010 - 2014 Library Materials 

2010     449,715

2011     458,182

2012     481,144

2013     499,246

2014     513,858
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FY2010- 2014 Patron Count 

2010     942,184
2011     848,835
2012     846,122
2013     797,988
2014     733,959



2014 FINANCIAL REPORT   
OPERATING EXPENSES $6,984,261 

0.35% 
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2014 FINANCIAL REPORT   
OPERATING EXPENSES $6,984,261 

 
 

Other 

Utilities 

Prof. Services 
Capital Outlay 

Personnel 

Materials 

Operating Expenses 



2014 FINANCIAL REPORT 
OPERATING INCOME $7,337,074 

91.58% 

2.24% 

0.45% 

0.05% 
1.28% 

0.73% 

3.66% 

City Funds 

   State Aid 

    Grants 
Miscellaneous Investments 

Library Income 

Gifts 



SOCIAL MEDIA 





NEEDS ASSESSMENT 

 
• 4000 Patron Surveys 
• 200 Phone Interviews 
• 15 Executive Interviews 
• 6 Focus Groups 
• Employee Survey 

 
 
• Collection of analytical 

data 
• Benchmarking data 

7 Priorities 
 

• Learners of all ages 
• Technology 
• Library as Community 

Hub 
• Collection management 
• Community Relations 
• Organizational 

Development 
• Fundraising & Advocacy  



Questions? 
 

Alexandria Library Administration 
5005 Duke Street 

Alexandria, VA 22304 
703.746.1701 

 
www.alexandria.lib.va.us 

www.alexandriava.gov/Library 
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