
To: Alicia Hughes <alicia.hughes@alexandriava.gov>, Del Pepper 
<delpepper@aol.com>, ron.frazier@alexandriava.gov 
From: Herb Cooper-Levy <herbcl@rpjhousing.org> 
Date: 10/28/2009 03:56PM 
Subject: Comments regarding Goal 7: Alexandria is a caring and inclusive 
community,that values its rich diversity, history and culture, and promotes affordability 
 
Alexandria clearly is a community that values its diversity, history and culture.  To truly 
promote affordability it must invest in the preservation of its affordable housing stock.  
During the 2000s, Alexandria has lost nearly 10,000 units of affordable, rental housing.  
Units that were once affordable to rent have either been redeveloped into condominiums 
or no longer have affordable rents.   
 
The most important thing that Alexandria can do to preserve its affordable rental housing 
is to, once again, set aside some of its funding to fund the preservation of the remaining 
affordable rental housing stock.   
 
While the pressure may be temporarily off the rental housing stock to convert to condos, 
Alexandria's close-in location and wealth of jobs combine to continue to place upward 
pressure on rents. 
 
The City needs to broaden the scope of Resolution 830 to include not only the 
preservation of traditional low rent public housing  but also the preservation of all 
remaining federally assisted and subsidized rental housing, some 3400 units. 
 
There needs to be a better coordination between the City, ARHA and nonprofit 
organizations.  This may best be accomplished by creating a high level Housing 
Commission, composed of members of AHAC, ARHA and the nonprofit organizations 
that provide affordable rental housing in Alexandria. 
 
--  
Herb Cooper-Levy 
executive director 
RPJ Housing 
8 West Nelson Ave., Apt. B1 
Alexandria, VA 22301 
Phone: 703.549.7170.13 
FAX: 703.549.7175 
herbcl@rpjhousing.org  
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