






Dear Del and Alicia, 
  
I will not be able to attend the meeting this evening. I would like to express to you some 
of my concerns. As you know, I am a member of AHAC, but I am writing to you as a 
private citizen. 
  
What are the tangible benefits of affordability to residents and businesses who pay taxes 
and ultimately assume the responsibility of debts the City owes for funding housing 
loans, grants, other affordability initiatives, and operational costs of the Housing 
department and other City services?  
  
What amount of money has already been spent by the City for affordability? Can you 
delineate the tangible benefits of the monies that have already been spent? What 
improvements or benefits have the residents and businesses received in the years since 
the City has been expending funds for affordability? 
  
There are many affordable homes just a few miles south in Fairfax County, an easy 
commute by car or Metro bus to Alexandria City. With affordable housing available in 
such close proximity, what is the need for the community to provide funding in 
assistance, grants and loans, for affordable housing within the City? Many people 
commute to and from other communities to work or homes in Alexandria. Alexandria is 
not a closed system. Many City employees -- including high-level management --prefer 
to live outside the City.  What is the justification for funding affordable housing within 
the limits of the City? 
  
One area of growing concern is the needs of persons with disabilities. As the special 
children in our schools go "beyond the yellow school bus," the community should be 
prepared to receive them as active adults with special needs. Additionally, there exists 
some lack of understanding within City government regarding various needs of persons 
with physical disabilities, and a certain reluctance to address this issue. 
  
It is in the best interests of the residents and businesses to find ways to achieve Goal 7 
that do not require more spending. I urge you to develop policies that can be implemented 
without expenditures that further strain the City's budget and burden the taxpayer. 
  
Sincerely, 
Laura Lantzy 


























