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Commission Members:

	E  Camille Leverett
	P  Erica Rossi 

	U  Holly Beville
	P  William (Bill) Smith

	P  Monika Jones
	P  Tarina Keene

	P  Susan Ross-O’Brien
	P  Jacinta Greene

	P  Alice Tong
	P  Brian Morreale

	P  PJ Palmer Johnson
	P  Liz Johnson

	P  Anuja Miner
	P  Maribel Ramos

	P  Alicia Daly
	


   
(P= Present, E=Excused, U= Unexcused)

Staff Present:  Ellen Lamm, Administrative Assistant, Department of Community and Human Services.  Kate Garvey, Director, Department of Community and Human Services

Guest Present:  Pat Miller, Chair of Friends of the Commission for Women;
               Dr. David Weintritt and Martha Carucci, National Breast Cancer Foundation;
               Ms. Monique Reid and family, City Residents.

Call to Order:  Quorum reached at 7:10.  Meeting officially called to order by CFW First Vice-Chair Jacinta                                  Greene.  Roll call by DCHS staff Ellen Lamm.

March Minutes:  Approved after modifications.  Monika Jones, moved to approve.  Bill Smith seconded, motion carried. 

Announcement of New Officers for 2016-2017:  
· Monika Jones, Chair
· Jacinta Greene, First Vice-Chair
· Alicia Daly, Second Vice-Chair
· Alice Tong motioned to close new officer discussion. Bill Smith seconded. 
· Tarina Keene motioned to approve new officers unopposed.  Anuja Miner seconded. 
New officers approved at 7:20 PM. 

CFW Staff Support:   
Monika Jones re-emphasized the need to continuously support initiatives impacting women and girls.  Per DCHS Director Kate Garvey, the City agreed to continue supporting the Commission’s efforts with the following staffing: 
· Deborah Warren will serve as Senior Staff Liaison 
· Debbie Evans will serve as Ms. Warren’s back up. 
· Admin: An existing DCHS staff member will assist with administrative functions.
· Monika Jones informed the Commission, that members of the Commission, Friends of the Commission for Women, and city staff (Debra Collins, Kate Garvey, and Jean Kelleher) met on April 6, 2016 to discuss staffing for the commission.
· It was proposed that Miranda Branch who is a part-time employee with the Human Rights Office, become a full-time employee supporting the Commission for Women part-time.
· In order to bring Miranda Branch on as a part-time employee supporting the Commission, $25,000 would be required. Kate Garvey indicated that the Department has $12,500 of the necessary $25,000.
· Commissioners reviewed the statement of work for Miranda Branch, which will consist of research, analysis, development of a report for women, and strategic planning.
· Monika Jones moved that Miranda Branch serve as part-time staff to the CFW to execute the outlined statement of work for FY16 and FY17, with the support of the Human Rights Office.  The CFW will petition city council during the add/delete process for the remaining portion of Miranda’s salary for FY17.  PJ Palmer Johnson seconded. Motion carried at 7:40 PM.    
· Monika Jones informed commissioners that a contingency plan was required if city council did not allocate the remaining $12,500 to support the desired staff support. 
· Kate Garvey confirmed that $12,500 would still be available to the Commission for a consultant if city council did not approve the additional funds in the budget.
· Kate Garvey explained the request for proposal (RFP) process to hire a consultant. CFW would use the same Statement of Work using monies from DCHS budget.  
· If $5,000 - $50,000 is requested – Informal Process
· If Less than $5,000 – No Process needed
· If Greater than $50,000 is requested – RFP is needed 
· Monika Jones moved that CFW hire a consultant utilizing funds in the DCHS budget to fund these efforts if we do not receive the necessary funding from DCHS or city council to supplement Miranda Branch’s salary.  Second Chair Bill Smith seconded.  
· PJ Palmer Johnson opposed this motion.  Ms. Palmer Johnson emphasized that Commissioners serve in their capacity as volunteers.  The City should provide support based on important initiatives.  
· If a consultant is hired, Kate Garvey would be accountable for financial obligations associated with the consultant.. 
· The consultant would be paid upon submission of agreed upon deliverables and completion of key milestones. 
· The Commission for Women would oversee the activities of the consultant.
· Deborah Warren to serve as lead staff for FY17.  
· NOTE:  On April 13, 2016, DCHS Director Kate Garvey confirmed that the entire cost of $25,000 for the .5 FTE for Miranda Branch would be covered by the Department. On April 14, 2016, the statement of work was provided to Jean Kelleher, Director of Human Rights and Kate Garvey. 

Take Our Daughters/ Sons to Work Day:
· Event will be held on Thursday, April 28, beginning at 8:00 a.m.at TC Williams High School. 
· Deborah Collins will be speaking at the opening reception. 
· Erica Rossi confirmed that Buzz Bakery will donate 75 pastries for the event.
· Monika Jones volunteered to pick up pastries the morning of the event.  
· Jacinta Greene distributed proposed schedule for Take our Daughters and Sons to Work Day.
· Final schedule and instructions will be sent via email prior to the event. 
· Two groups of tour guides will be assigned for certain events such as Medical due to the high interest from students. 
· A raffle will take place at City Hall, Jacinta Greene is seeking additional gift cards to raffle off. Request commissioners to reach out to local businesses. 
· New volunteers need to complete background check with Alexandria Public Schools before Friday, April 15. (This process needs to be completed every two years.) 
 
Proposed Breast Cancer Walk:
· Dr. David Weintritt created the National Breast Cancer Foundation.  Martha Carucci spearheads the effort of the Foundation.  
· Dr. Weintritt treats all women inflicted by Breast Cancer regardless of their economic or ethnic background.  
· Washington, DC, area has the highest number of incidents of Breast Cancer in the Country along with the highest rate of mortality from this disease. 
· Dr. Weintritt proposed that the City should host the Breast Cancer Walk again, beginning in October. 
· Purpose is to Raise Awareness and Funding needed to continue efforts.
· Walk would be from 8:00 to 10:00 A.M for minimal traffic and business disruption. 
· Move to Celebration from 10:00 to 12:00 PM. 
· Proposed that local businesses sponsor event. 
· Dr. Weintritt asked the Commission to pull budgets from previous Walks to get an estimate of costs.
· It is understood that the Walk has not been in existence in the City for four years. 
· INOVA is an effective conduit; however, efforts take longer because of their size. 
· First Vice-Chair Jacinta Greene asked for a small group of commissioners to collaborate with the National Breast Cancer Foundation to determine a path forward for the Breast Cancer Walk. 
· Commissioners Brian Morreale, Alice Tong, Susan Ross-O’Brien, PJ Palmer Johnson, and Anuja Miner volunteered. 

Human Rights Advocacy: 
· Ms. Monique Reid thanked the Commission for their successful efforts on her behalf. 
· To continue positive efforts in the future, Jacinta Greene proposed the formation of a joint Commission for Women and Human Rights Commission sub-committee looking at practices and policy related to domestic violence within ARHA.
· Bill Smith, Liz Johnson, Monika Jones, and Alicia Daly volunteered for this committee. 
· Monika Jones will obtain a list of volunteers from the Human Rights Commission.

Salute to Women Debrief: 
· Event Planner Marilyn Patterson was extremely helpful. 
· Expenses totaled:  $8,400. 
· Revenue earned: PayPal:     $5,266.00  
                 Cash/ Chks:  3,638.00
                 Cash Bar:     568.00
      Net Revenue:           $1,047.00       
· Outstanding payments are being reconciled, which will cause the net revenue to increase.
· Kate Garvey confirmed that debrief with Marilyn will be scheduled in May. 

Commissioner Recognition: 
· Special thank you to Susan Ross-O’Brien for serving on Commission for Women for 10 years. 

Upcoming Events and Meetings: 
· Debbie Evans organizes a Self Esteem class at Women’s Shelter on Wednesday nights from 
7:30 to 9:00 PM.  This will be four-week class. 
· Volunteers needed to babysit so mothers can attend class.  
· Jacinta Greene and Anuja Miner have volunteered.
· Liz Johnson offered to do outreach in Del Ray Mom Groups for volunteers on behalf of the cause. 


· May Meeting – DCHS Boards and Commissions meeting will be on May 9 from 6:30-9:00. 
· Three members from each commission are invited to attend. 
· The theme will be:  Making budget decisions during scarce times.
· The meeting will more than likely be at 2525 Mt. Vernon Avenue.  Stay tuned for details. 
· Monika Jones announced the next Human Rights Commission meeting, which will be held on April 19. Commissioners are encouraged to attend.  
· This meeting will be held at the City Police Department on Wheeler Avenue at 7:00 PM. 
· Reminder: Public Hearing about Tax Ceiling will be held this Saturday, April 16. 

Agenda Items for Next Meeting:
· HIV/ Aids Commission Liaison
· Children & Youth Commission Liaison 

Meeting Adjourned: 
· Meeting adjourned at 9:10 PM by Jacinta Greene. 
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