Alexandria Commission for Women
Meeting Minutes
February 9, 2016


Commission Members:

	P  Camille Leverett
	P  Erica Rossi 

	U  Holly Beville
	E  William (Bill) Smith

	P  Monika Jones
	P  Tarina Keene

	P  Susan Ross-O’Brien
	P  Jacinta Greene

	E  Alice Tong
	P  Brian Morreale

	P  PJ Palmer Johnson
	P  Liz Johnson

	E  Anuja Miner
	E  Maribel Ramos

	P  Alicia Daly
	


   
(P= Present, E=Excused, U= Unexcused)

Staff Present:  Ellen Lamm, Administrative Assistant, OSIC, Department of Community and Human Services.  Kate Garvey, Director, Department of Community and Human Services
Deborah Warren, Director, Center for Children and Families, Department of Community and Human Services  

Guest Present:  Lisette Torres, Coordinator, Alexandria Campaign on Adolescent Pregnancy.

ACAP Presentation highlights:  
· Mission is to empower youth and teens in Alexandria, and continue reducing teen pregnancy rates
· Overall, there has been a 20% decline in teen pregnancy rates in Alexandria since 2012.
· Hispanic teen pregnancy rate is over twice as high as that of white women
· White and Black teen pregnancy rates in Alexandria is half of that of National Average; 
Hispanic rates are approximately one third higher than National Average 
· To rectify that, ACAC is sponsoring a Spanish Messaging campaign. Focusing on Hispanic culture, Housing and Economic development 
· ACAP will continue to reach high risk populations with targeted intervention such as this.
· Sponsor programs including Teen Night at TC Williams (a safe, fun environment for teens), Increase access and utilization of Teen Wellness Center 
· Educate and Ensure that Draw the Line/ Respect the Line knowledge  

Call to Order:  Quorum reached at 7:10.  Meeting officially called to order by CFW Chair Camille Leverett.  Roll Call by DCHS staff Ellen Lamm.

Motion to approve previous meeting minutes:
· Recommend change to January meeting minutes: Strike out “Jancinta Green and Tarina Keene were tasked to question higher level commissions” as they were not present.  PJ (Palmer Johnson) moved to approve the minutes after these and other grammatical changes.  Erica Rossi seconded, and revised January minutes were approved.

Event Recap:  
· Thank you to all who volunteered/ attended the Human Trafficking event in January.  It was very well-attended.  
· Public Awareness: Students with backpacks are often targeted. Also, those walking alone who look shy/ scared.
· We need a new table cloth for future Commission events.
· Jacinta will design/ add the commission’s mission.
· Camille will request that Friends pays for it. 
· Supplies that we should have at DCHS office are brochure holders, candy dish, and Salute to Women signage.  Ellen will double-check supply closet.   

Institute for Women’s Policy Research surveys:
· Survey questions have been added to Survey Gizmo.  Commissioners approved with the following changes:  
· Edit the questions to appear that all answers are required.
· Change the Survey Name. 
· Survey timeline is as follows: 
· Survey will be deployed by COB on February 12. 
· Request response by February 26. 
· Review Survey results: 
· Initial checkpoint: February 19. Begin to publish outcome.
· Send out follow up on February 22. 
· Final Checkpoint: February 24. 
· Ellen will be monitoring survey results, and keeping commissioners informed of progress. 
· Present on raw data at March 8 Commissioner’s meeting
· Attached please see the list of commissions with their contact information, along with the commissioner who will be reaching out to those commissions. 

Compilation of Results discussion:
· IWPR was going to charge $100,000 for compilation of data. 
· Commissioner Chair, Camille Leverett reported that West Virginia and New Haven, CT, have published similar data reports.  
· Camille will follow up with their offices to see what might be partly relevant.
· DCHS Director, Kate Garvey suggested that the Office of Performance and Accountability publishes data for area jurisdictions around the country.
· This will offer comparison of how their departments are performing as related to our goals, objectives.  
· Commissioner, Maribel Ramos had said that she has a friend who is a PhD.  We might be able to contract with her to compile our results.  
· Camille Leverett suggested we use a Sharepoint page for the results. 
· Show Title and Source 
· Initially will compile in Excel spreadsheet with buckets. 	
· Commissioners Liz Johnson and Erica Rossi offered to assist with this. 
· Will share with PJ Palmer Johnson
· After compilation, they will send to Camille to load in Sharepoint. 
· DCHS Director Kate Garvey shared that the City is embarking on a Strategic Planning Process.
· Reach out to Boards and Commissions within the City. 
· Draft to be complete by June. 
 




Salute to Women Awards discussion:
· Commissioner Chair Camille Leverett shared Nomination Application.  
· She does not recommend shortening the application as we might not get Letters of Recommendation for nominees. 
· Higher Sponsorship Levels are: Gold, Silver, and Bronze
· Last year general admission was $65, including families of awardees. 
· Discussion to increase general admission pricing.  Commissioner PJ (Palmer Johnson) motioned to increase pricing to $75 with no drink ticket.  Tarina Keene seconded and motion approved. 
· Additionally, Award winners can bring one guest at no cost. 
· Staff can attend at cost.  This motion was made by Susan Ross-O’Brien and seconded by Jacinta Greene. This motion was carried by five to four vote. 
· Any individuals may request special pricing or accommodations due to special circumstances. 

Take Your Daughters/ Sons to Work Day:
· Commissioner Jacinta Greene is organizing this event. 
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Commissioner Chair Camille Leverett will help set up tour busses. Commissioner PJ Palmer Johnson volunteered to assist with this. 
· DCHS Director, Kate Garvey offered to ask Four DCHS Staff to assist on this day.  

Meeting adjourned:
· Meeting adjourned at 9:30 PM by CFW Chair Camille Leverett
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