[bookmark: _GoBack]Alexandria Commission for Women
Meeting Minutes
March 8, 2016


Commission Members:

	P  Camille Leverett
	P  Erica Rossi 

	P  Holly Beville
	P  William (Bill) Smith

	P  Monika Jones
	P  Tarina Keene

	P  Susan Ross-O’Brien
	P  Jacinta Greene

	P  Alice Tong
	P  Brian Morreale

	P  PJ Palmer Johnson
	P  Liz Johnson

	E  Anuja Miner
	P  Maribel Ramos

	E  Alicia Daly
	


   
(P= Present, E=Excused, U= Unexcused)

Staff Present:  Ellen Lamm, Administrative Assistant, Department of Community and Human Services.  Kate Garvey, Director, Department of Community and Human Services

Guest Present:  Dipti Pidikiti-Smith, Attorney for Legal Services of Northern Virginia, and Ms. Monique Reid, City Resident.

Call to Order:  Quorum reached at 7:05.  Meeting officially called to order by CFW Chair Camille Leverett.  Roll Call by DCHS staff Ellen Lamm.

EOC highlights:  
· Ms. Pidikiti-Smith would like the Commission to advocate on Ms. Reid’s behalf.  
· Commissioner William (Bill) Smith moved that the commissioners reach out directly to City Council members to appeal to the ARHA board. Commissioner Palmer Johnson (PJ) seconded.  Motion carried. 

Commission Research Project Follow-Up:  
· We’ve received responses from only four commissions. 
· DCHS Staff, Ellen Lamm, to check further functionality of Survey Gizmo. 
· Confirm that the Survey has closed and if an auto-reminder be sent. Determine if any emails have bounced back and if the deadline can be extended. 



Salute to Women:
· Event will be held on Monday, March 28. 
· Commission will be selling ads and pursuing sponsorships. 
· Proceeds benefit Sexual Assault Program. 
· Press release will be going out regarding the ceremony and announcement of nominees. 
· All nominees have been notified directly via email.  
· Commissioner Holly Beville, volunteered to contact Chamber of Commerce regarding sponsorship. 

Take Our Daughters/ Sons to Work Day:
· Event will be held on Thursday, April 28, beginning at 8:00 a.m. 
· Commissioner Jacinta Greene is coordinating this event. 
· We need 75 pastries for the opening breakfast. 
· This year we are accepting 10th and 11th graders only. 
· Will do advertising campaign throughout the school.  
· The theme this year is “Sparking Aha Moments”. 
· Commission Chair, Camille Leverett, in addition to Commissioners, Brian Morreale, Alicia Daly, Maribel Ramos, and Holly Beville also volunteered to participate. 
· Friends will pay for lunch. 
· Commissioners Anuja Miner and Susan Ross-O’Brien offered to assist at the registration table. 
· Commissioner Jacinta Greene will be coordinating outreach to elected officials. 
· Participating organizations include: City Government, Capital One Bank, US Capitol Tour, Police and Fire Department, Burke and Herbert Bank, and legal professionals.
· Room reservations and name tags to be arranged. 
· Camille requested that an ad be placed for the event in the Salute to Women Awards program book.

Future Agenda Items:
· Commission Chair, Camille Leverett, will ask Pat Ramsey to speak at the April or May commission meeting regarding the Affordable Housing Program. 
· Youth Risk Behavior Training will be discussed at the April meeting

Congregate Meal Sites: 
· Meals at Charles Houston are systematically under-utilized because of food quality. 
· DCHS Director Kate Garvey confirmed that staff will be continued to cover, at least, the programming piece. 
· The only position that may be in jeopardy due to budget constraints is the part-time Nutritionist.
· Kate Garvey will be meeting with Roy Priest to discuss the program. 
· Commission to advocate that program will remain as is, and not merge with St. Martin’s Catholic Church. 
· Aging seniors should not be bussed. 
· It was agreed that the program will continue.  The only question is how to secure funding. 
· Commissioner Liz Johnson motioned to write a letter in support of the program. 
· Commissioner Monika Jones seconded and the motion carried.  



Alexandria Commission for Women – Continuance Items: 
· Commissioner Monika Jones volunteered to facilitate the creation a brochure containing language regarding the commissions. 
· Pictures and text are needed. 
· Commission Chair Camille Leverett confirmed that Commission needs a table cloth for events. 
· This will be in Purple containing commission logo
· Camille approved that Friends will pay for this. 
· Elections will take place in May
· Camille announced that she will not be running for re-election due to other commitments. 
· Commissioner Tarina Keene will work with Palmer Johnson (PJ) regarding elections. 
· Budget hearing on March 14th 
· Camille suggested that commissioners appear at meeting to ask Council to hear positions in support of funding/ housing for Commission for Women
· Commissioners Liz Johnson, Maribel Ramos, Monika Jones, and Bill Smith offered to attend meeting to raise talking points. 

Human Trafficking Arrest:
· An arrest took place in Alexandria 
· The Police Department will present their annual report to the Human Rights Commission in April. For questions, including topics on human trafficking should be sent to Commissioner Monika Jones 


Meeting adjourned:
· Meeting adjourned at 9:35 PM by CFW Chair Camille Leverett
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