Alexandria Commission for Women
Meeting Minutes
May 10, 2016


Commission Members:

	E  Camille Leverett
	P  Erica Rossi 

	P  Holly Beville
	E  William (Bill) Smith

	P  Monika Jones
	P  Tarina Keene

	P  Susan Ross-O’Brien
	P  Jacinta Greene

	E  Alice Tong
	P  Brian Morreale

	P  PJ Palmer Johnson
	P  Liz Johnson

	P  Anuja Miner
	P  Maribel Ramos

	P  Alicia Daly
	


   
(P= Present, E=Excused, U= Unexcused)

Staff Present:  Ellen Lamm, Administrative Assistant, Department of Community and Human Services (DCHS)                                         
[bookmark: _GoBack]Kate Garvey, Director, Department of Community and Human Services
	Deborah Warren, Director, Center for Children and Families, DCHS
	Debbie Evans, Division Chief, Sexual Assault Center & Domestic Violence Program, DCHS

Guests Present : Phay Sok Sean – Visiting from Laos – Focus on people with disabilities 
  Somphone Tou Sidavong – Visiting from Cambodia – focus on children and young people
               
Call to Order:  Quorum reached at 7:07.  Meeting officially called to order by CFW Chair, Monika Jones.                                  Roll call by DCHS staff Ellen Lamm.

April Minutes:  Approved after modifications.  CFW First Vice Chair Jacinta Green moved to approve. Commissioner Tarina Keene seconded; motion carried. 

Take Our Daughters/ Sons to Work Day – Report Out:  
· CFW First Vice Chair, Jacinta Greene, coordinated event.  
· CFW First Vice Chair Jacinta thanked all who assisted.  The event went according to plan. 
· The planning meeting for next year’s event will take place in two weeks with the T.C. Williams Principal.
· Next year’s event is scheduled for April 27, 2017. 
· CFW Commissioner PJ Palmer Johnson reported that Charles Houston Senior Center has offered to be one of stops for students. 

Proposed Alexandria Breast Cancer Walk - October:   
· At the last commission meeting, Dr. David Weintritt proposed that the National Breast Center Foundation host the Breast Cancer Walk in Alexandria. 
· The National Center Foundation was established in 2014 and obtained 501(c)3 status in January 2016.
This walk would serve two purposes: educate all women of new technologies in cancer prevention and treatment in the Northern Virginia region regardless of socio-economic background, and provide mammograms and other service needs for women who are low-income, under-insured or uninsured across the Northern Virginia region.  Specialized services may be provided by doctors outside of Alexandria.
· The Commission for Women was asked to assist in providing information from previous walks, including sponsors, and contacts to help the Foundation with organizing the walk. 
· CFW Chair Monika Jones led discussion considering whether to move forward with walk.
· Discussion ensued about maintaining the purpose of the Vola Lawson Fund.
· Commissioners want to incorporate the Vola Lawson Fund into the new Breast Cancer Walk.
· DCHS Director, Kate Garvey, confirmed that Inova currently manages the Vola Lawson fund. She will reach out to Inova to determine the amount of available funds and if a check can be written to the Foundation to support the same mission.
· CFW Chair Monika Jones will reach out to the National Breast Center Foundation to determine how proceeds will be distributed across jurisdictions. 
· The Commission will lay out plan for maintaining the Vola Lawson Fund (by name) while raising monies for David Weintritt’s foundation.
· The National Breast Center Foundation is hosting the walk in Old Town Alexandria. 
· Preferred date is October 15.  No approvals as of yet. 
· Walk has previously taken place in the Carlyle/Eisenhower neighborhood. 
· CFW Commissioner Brian Morreale suggested Cameron Station as a location for the walk. 
· Dr. Weintritt previously suggested moving to a local park for educational sessions after the walk.
· Trying to book Oronoco Park for this. 
· People would be matched with medical services. 
· Dr. Weintritt’s foundation is financially solvent. The foundation is able to sponsor walk without relying on walk registration fees.   
· CFW Chair Monika Jones discussed drafting a memorandum of agreement for commission to move forward with walk.
· CFW Commissioner Tarina Keene joined the Walk subcommittee; Anuja Miner, PJ Palmer Johnson, and Brian Morreale currently serve on the committee. 

Statement of Continuing Work:
· Miranda Branch will begin work on the approved statement of work on May 23 and will receive help from two summer interns from Virginia Tech.
· Details on the intern assignments will be documented to inform future interns. 
· The plan is for Miranda to update the commission quarterly on her data analysis and report development progress. 
· The executive committee, Liz, and Kate will meet with Miranda and Jean Kelleher to discuss the scope of work on May 17th at 6pm.

Women’s History (walking) Tour:
· The Women’s History Tour will be held on June 4 (Rain date June 5).
· Commissioners should inform their guests to meet outside the Ramsay House on 221 King Street at 1:00. Reception will be held at 2:30. Friends of the Commission will provide funds for the reception.
· CFW Chair Monika Jones will publicize on the Commission’s Facebook page, Alexandria eNews, Constant Contacts, etc.
· Commissioners were asked to advertise and attend the event.
· Susan Ross-O’Brien suggested amending the flyer to read “Friends of the Commission” rather than “Friends”
· Lance Mallomon will facilitate the tour and will try to include information about nurses on Mercy Street


Calendar Discussion: 
· June – Commissioner PJ Johnson will confirm her availability to host the June Social Meeting on June 14. Recently appointed commissioners will be in attendance.  
· July – There was consensus to hold a special meeting in July. CFW Chair Monika Jones informed the commission that Miranda Branch will update the commission on the statement of work, a status update on the Breast Cancer Walk, and the legislative proposals will be discussed. CFW Chair Monika Jones will provide refreshments. 
· August Retreat – Date is TBD
· CFW Chair Monika Jones will send out a doodle to identify a date most conducive for commissioners and prove information for an alternate location.
· CFW Chair Monika Jones and Commissioner Anuja Miner have someone in mind who could possibly facilitate the retreat. Someone outside of traditional circles was suggested. 
· Invite Alexandria State Representatives to attend retreat – perhaps include a legislative panel. 
· Delegate Mark Levine has expressed interest in speaking to the commission about Domestic Violence
· Topics to discuss could include: Equal Rights Coalition, Labor, Health, Domestic Violence, Immigration, and Voting.
· Additional items were added to the Draft 2016-2017 Calendar
· Women’s History Tour in May 2017.
· Domestic Violence Awareness month in October.
· Send welcome back letter to Council in September.
· Legislative package for City Council due September 1.
· The draft calendar will be a working document. It will be updated as needed and reviewed at each meeting. 

Domestic Violence Shelter update: 
· Facilitated by Debbie Evans.
· CFW First Chair Jacinta Greene reintroduced a discussion of Commission adopting a room at the shelter 
· Will coordinate with Friends regarding donations for the Adopt a Room project 
· Shelter received an increase in money through Department of Criminal Justice Services – Sexual Assault Services and Violence Against Crime Act – Three Year Grant.
· Awarded $292,200 for Sexual Assault Services portion, which pays for three existing Sexual Assault staff. 
· LGBTQ contract employee 
· Part-time Administrative Assistant (to help with data entry)
· Department of Criminal Justice Services Sexual Assault and Domestic Violence Act – Three year Grant 
· Awarded $216,250 
· Pays for Two existing Domestic Violence Staff
· Part time Administrative Support (Same PT Support shared with Sexual Assault Services)
· Virginia Department of Social Services – One Year Grant  (may be continued) 
· Awarded $150,000. 
· Pays for two existing Domestic Violence staff
· Full time Housing Locator
· Full time Volunteer Developer



· Domestic Violence Program Activity – January, 2016 – April, 2016
· 18 Women and 24 Children housed
· 478 calls received
· 181 persons who received 1280 advocacy services
· 198 persons provided with court accompaniment
· 54 presentations given
· Sexual Assault Center Activity – January, 2016 – April, 2016
· 110 persons received advocacy services
· 46 hotline calls received
· 32 persons received court accompaniment
· Sexual Assault Awareness Month Activities (April) 
· Jeans display (designed by survivors) 
· Poetry Slam at Busboys and Poets
· Denim Day (April 27) 
· Tabling Events at the Pentagon
· Rally against Rape
· Farmer’s Market Community Events (Information tables) 
· T-Shirt Clothesline Project at City Hall 
· Strike Out Bowling Tournament
· Governor Terri McAuliffe signed legislation in Alexandria on April 7 protecting individuals who have been victims of domestic violence 
· Department of Sexual Assault Response Team workgroup 
· Debbie has been asked to be member of task force
· Self-Esteem Class continues on Wednesday nights at the shelter
· Commissioners have been babysitting.  Encouraging more participation. 

Commissioner changes:
· Commissioners Erica Rossi and Alice Tong are resigning from the Commission. Susan Ross-O’Brien has reached her term limit on the commission. 
· Nine new members have applied for the three existing vacancies.

Meeting Adjournment: 
· Alicia Daly moved to adjourn the meeting at 8:45 PM.
· Anuja Miner seconded and motion passed. 
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