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Free Workshops at WDC
By: Precious R.

In front of the Workforce Development Center (WDC)
in Alexandria, Virginia; stood a young man with a big
smile on his face. In a very elegant suit and a
confidence that was hitting the roof; Elbert L. Murphy
was rejoicing about what he learned at the "Basic Resume Writing" workshop he had just
attended.  As a resident of Alexandria Virginia, Murphy recognized that the City's
Workforce Development Center offers tremendous resources for job seekers. Without a
job and any incoming earnings for three months, Murphy decided to enroll in August 2015
at WDC. In his own words, "the City of Alexandria Workforce Development Center's
mission is to provide residents of this City with many services including a career center
with computers, internet and phone access. Career readiness workshops, career
assessments and customized hiring events are offered to assist job seekers with job
placements".
 
Betty Sewell, a Business Services Specialist Instructor at the Workforce Development
Center was able to help Murphy turn his seven-page resume into a stellar two-page
resume. It didn't take long after that for Murphy to land two interviews and two job offers. 
 
"Resume writing is only one of the career readiness workshops offered at WDC for job
seekers.  Our workshops are based on soft and hard skills employers are looking for in
applicants.    We know that the resume provides an opportunity to get an interview with
the employer, but our job is to help job seekers close the deal and get and keep the job ",
says Sewell.
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Tiwana Brown, Together We Bake graduate and
Lenwood Roberts, WDC Training Supervisor

WDC serves a variety of job seekers ranging from the underemployed to the
unemployed, and with various educational and skill levels.  To learn more about the
programs, services and resources offered, visit us at 1900 N Beauregard Street, Suite
300, Alexandria, VA 22311 or www.alexandria/workforcedevelopment.gov for news and
updates.  You can also subscribe to the monthly WDC Consumer eNews brief for
upcoming job fairs, hiring events, career readiness workshops or labor market
information for this region. 

From Trouble to Triumph
By: Precious R.

A few months ago, a series of events lead

Tiwana Brown to move from Washington,

DC to Alexandria, Virginia. Consequently,

Tiwana became a resident of Guest House.

Founded in 1974, Friends of Guest House is a 501(c)(3) charity that helps

Northern Virginia women make successful transitions back into the community. At

Guest House; Tiwana took advantage of the individual counseling and life skills

classes that were offered, and started rebuilding her life. The time at Guest House

lead Tiwana to the WDC in Alexandria, Virginia. Tiwana always had a passion for

cooking and was hoping to land a job in that industry. While keeping her hopes

up, she found a job in retail. Tiwana went to WDC knowing that she could access

valuable information and workshops offered to job seekers. 

 
Brown was delighted to find out that WDC in collaboration with "Together We
Bake" offered a culinary arts program. She was also delighted to find out that she
could participate in the program at NO COST. After successful completion of the
program, Tiwana received a call from Lenwood Roberts, WDC Employment
Training Supervisor informing her about job openings at TGI Fridays. WDC
assisted Tiwana in completing the employment application and provided tips
relevant to the interview process which led to Tiwana landing her dream job as a
cook. Brown would like to express her gratitude to WDC and to the Friends of
Guest House for all the help that they provided in making her a cook at TGI
Fridays.
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Orientation to the Workforce
Development Programs & Services

10/19, 10/26

Mouse & Keyboard Skills 10/13

Ace the Interview 10/14

Basic Resume Writing 10/15, 20, 10/28

Mock Interview Part I & II 10/14, 10/21

Employment Strategies for Experienced
Worker 50+

10/22

Career Search Tools 10/27

How to Create a LinkedIn Account 10/27

The Culinary Arts Training Program is a collaboration between WDC and
"Together We Bake". The program is designed for women with multiple barriers to
employment and provides an opportunity to obtain a ServeSafe certification and
employment placement assistance. Program participants acquire skills and
participate in hands-on food production, food safety education, product packaging,
and delivery in a customer-driven environment. 

For more information regarding the culinary arts programs, contact Octavius
Fulton at 703.746.5857 or octavius.fulton@alexendriava.gov.

Hiring Events

Target Hiring Event
Thursday, Oct. 15, at 10 a.m. 
1900 N. Beauregard Street, Suite 300, Alexandria, VA 22311
Click here for more information.

Advantage Sales and Marketing Hiring Event
Tuesday, Nov. 29, at 10 a.m.
1900 N. Beauregard Street, Suite 300, Alexandria, VA 22311
Click here for more information.

Career Readiness Workshops
click the date to register
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Meet the Employer: Interviewing from
the Employer's Prospective

10/29

Training Opportunity

WDC and Together We Bake are offering a Culinary
Arts Program:

To set up an appointment contact:
Lenwood Roberts at lenwood.roberts@alexandriava.gov
or 703.746.5884 or Octavius Fulton at

octavius.fulton@alexandriava.gov or 703.746.5857. Click here for eligibility
requirements.

WDC and Alexandria City Public School Adult Learning Center Training
Programs:
Electric/Utility Groundsman Test Preparation. Click
here for program information and requirements.
Medical Program Training. Click here for program
information and requirements.

To set up an appointment contact:
Lenwood Roberts at lenwood.roberts@alexandriava.gov or at 703.746.5884

Volunteers Needed
WDC Career Center Volunteers - Looking for a way
to volunteer and share your teaching and training
skills?
Become a volunteer with the City of Alexandria

WDC Career Center! Click here for more details.

Experienced eNews Writers - We are seeking experienced writers to research and
write articles on employment and businesses, youth and adult employment topics,
business trends in the D.C., MD and VA area, and would be willing to interview and write
an article on job seekers or businesses that have utilized WDC services. Click here for
more details.

Employment Tips
3 Questions to Help Focus Your Resume -
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CareerOneStop.com

8 Signs You Picked the Right Career - Time.com

3 Assumptions You Should Never Make About Online
Job Search - WorkCoachCafe.com

Your feedback is important.

  

Contact
us:

1900 N. Beauregard Street, Suite 300
Alexandria, VA 22311
703.746.5990
571.384.5244 Video Phone
www.alexandriava.gov/WorkforceDevelopment
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