
City of Alexandria, Virginia

MEMORANDUM

DATE:

SUBJECT:

AUGUST 25, 2011
i /

~l-H~N~E MAYOR AND MEMBERS OF CITY COUNCIL

"BRUCE JOHNSON, ACTING CITY MANAGER
I

MONTHL Y FINANCIAL REPORT FOR THE PERIOD ENDING JULY 31,
2011

TO:

FROM:

ISSUE: Receipt, on an informational basis, of the City's Monthly Financial Report for the
period ending July 31, 2011. This report is informational in nature and will not be docketed for
City Council Action. The August report will be docketed for the October 11, 2011 Council
meeting. At that time, we will discuss the preliminary 2011 results.

DISCUSSION: This report includes highlights of the City's financial condition and provides
fiscal year (FY) 2012 financial information on revenues and expenditures of the General Fund
for the period ending July 31, 2011. Detailed economic, revenue, and expenditure charts are
available from the City of Alexandria website at alexandriava.gov/financialreports.

Final revenues and expenditures for FY 2011 will be reported later this fall in the City's audited
Comprehensive Annual Financial Report (CAFR). We are pleased to report that through prudent
fiscal management, we have produced sufficient savings not only to the previously planned
amount from real estate taxes but also to provide surplus savings that can be used for a reserve
that may arise from either national or federal budget political uncertainties (see companion
memo "Update on Federal Deficit Reduction Actions, Credit Rating Agency Actions and
Indirect Effects on the City"), disasters, or other emergencies. Staff will provide an unaudited
estimate of how the City finished FY 2011 financially in the next report.

ECONOMIC HIGHLIGHTS:

• Calendar year-to-date median sales prices for residential properties have increased
8.2 percent. This and future monthly reports will give median rather than average sales
prices, since median pricing data more strongly reflect overall real estate values in the
City. Average sales prices can vary wildly due to changes in the mix of properties sold
from one year to the next This does not mean that house assessments are going to rise at
an 8.6% rate next year, but is a measure of both some home appreciation, as well as the
fact that the sales of higher priced homes has increased.

• Consumer prices increased faster than forecast in July. The national CPI increased
3.6 percent for the third month in a row, reflecting the largest year on year increases in
consumer prices since October 2008. Food and gasoline prices accounted for more than
half of the growth. The core CPI excluding food and energy increased by 1.8 percent, the



largest year on year increase since December 2009. The regional consumer price index
increased by 4.1 percent, the largest year on year increase since October 2008.

• Seasonally-adjusted real average hourly earnings were down again in July.
Nationally, earnings for all employees fell by 0.1 percent, contributing to a 1.3 percent
year on year decrease since July 2010. Real average hourly earnings for production and
non-supervisory employees fell 0.2 percent for the month, contributing to a 1.7 percent
year on year decrease.

• According to the Alexandria Convention and Visitors Association (ACV A),
following a weak first quarter, June showed a small improvement in demand for
hotel rooms, but revenues continued to suffer. June showed an increase of 3.1 percent
in the number of rooms sold; however, primarily due to the drop in the federal
government per diem, the average daily rate and revenue per available room both
decreased, 3.0 and 2.7 percent respectively, from June 2010.

• City staff is reviewing the indirect effects of the debt ceiling/deficit-reduction
agreements in Congress. Federal budget cuts are expected to directly and indirectly
affect the City economy, budget and financial condition. Staff has been reviewing
currently available data to determine what effects can be expected and what steps can be
taken to address any problems that may arise. City Council has already received an
August 1 memo on the potential direct impacts on the City budget and a second memo is
now being issued simultaneously with this memo. Given that the structure of the federal
budget cuts will not be known until November, a situation of uncertainty will exist
through the fall and dampen federal contracting, federal hiring and federal government-
related business travel. Hence, City tax revenues will be impacted.

REVENUE HIGHLIGHTS:

Year-to-Date Revenues: As of July 31, 2011, actual General Fund revenues totaled $1.7
million, which approximates FY 2011 revenues for the same period last year. Government
accounting principles require that most taxes and intergovernmental revenues received in
July are counted as revenue for the fiscal year ended June 30, 2011. See the online reference
for more information.

EXPENDITURE HIGHLIGHTS:

Year-to-Date Expenditures: As of July 31, 2011, actual General Fund expenditures totaled
$37.0 million, an increase of $3.3 million, or 9.8 percent, above expenditures for the same period
last year. One month does not provide enough data to recognize any trends either positive or
negative.

There are several departmental changes approved for FY 2012. The Department of Mental
Health, Mental Retardation, and Substance Abuse, the Department of Human Services, and the
Office on Women have merged into one agency: the Department of Community and Human
Services. The Department of Emergency Communications was established in March of FY 2011
to consolidate the emergency communications functions of the Police and Fire Departments into
a single department. When possible, prior year amounts have been moved to the new
departments.
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• Debt Service: The increase reflects budgeted debt service for new bonds issued in June
2009 and June 2010. A portion of the interest cost ($1.2 million) is reimbursed from the
federal government as part of the Build America Bonds program.

ONLINE REFERENCES:
Online Reference I-The Economy
Online Reference 2-Revenues
Online Reference 3-Expenditures

STAFF:
Morgan Routt, Assistant Director, OMB
Laura Triggs, Acting Chief Financial Officer
Ray Welch, Comptroller
Melinda Barton, Public Information Specialist
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SELECTED ECONOMIC INDICATORS Attachment I

Consumer Price Index (CPI-U)
for the Washington-Baltimore,
DC-MD-V A-WV Area (as of July 2011)
For the United States (as of July 20 II)
Core CPI-U (excludes food and energy)
(As of July 2011)
(Source: U.S. Department of Labor, Bureau
of Labor Statistics)

Change on
Previous Year

4.1%
3.6%
1.8%

Unemployment Rates
Alexandria (as of June, 2011)
Virginia (as of July, 20 II)
United States (as of July, 2011)
(Source: U.S. Department of Labor, Bureau of
Labor Statistics)

Current Month
4.8%
6.1%
9.1%

Prior Month
4.5%
6.0%
9.2%

Prior Year
4.7%
6.8%
9.5%

Office Vacancy Rates
Alexandria
Northern Virginia
Washington, DC Metro area
(As of 2nd quarter, 20 II)
(Source: CoStar)

Current Quarter
13.0%
12.7%
11.5%

Prior Quarter
12.1%
12.6%
11.3%

Prior Year
12.1%
12.8%
120%

Current Year Prior Year
Change on

Previous Year

New Business Licenses
3 month trailing average
(As of July 2011)
(Source: Finance Department)

68 58 \72%

New Commercial Construction (excluding Apartment Buildings) and Building Renovations
(Fiscal YTD as of July 2011)
Number of new building permits 0 0 0.0°1<,
Value of new building permits ($ millions) $0 $0 0.0%
(Source: Office of Code Administration)

New Multi-family Construction (including Apartment & Condominium Buildings)
(Fiscal YTD as of July 20 II)
Number of new building permits 0 0
Value of new building permits ($ millions) $0 $0

0.0%
0.0%

Residential Real Estate Indicators
(Calendar YTD ending June 2011)
Residential Dwelling Units Sold
Median Residential Sales Price
(Source: Department of Real Estate
Assessments)

886
$525,250

913
$490,000

-3.0%
7.2%

Foreclos ~res
3 month trailing average
(As of June 2011)
Source: Dept of Real Estate Assessments

15 27 -44.4%
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Attachment 1

Unemployment Rate - U.S., Virginia, and Alexandria

12.0

10.0

.. ~ _ ~" .. ~ ,,"" """~ "" _ _" ,, ~ ~., " ".~ ~ ". ". . · ..1

-~~. --- ..--------~~~~.----- ---- ....;~;;;~:;;;~:~.o~~·i

:: ~ ~ ~ ~~:~~-=--~=--=~j
4.0 ~ , ~-----

2.0

0.0 +--,-_,---,-_-r----r_..,----r_..,----r_-,----,_-,--_r----r-_,---r_.,-----!

4.8% I
l-l

N C0
o 0en .6
::::l Q)

<l: LL

C0 '<t '<t lO L!) to to r-, r-, eo
0 0 0 9 0 0 0 0 0 0
Cn }, Cn .0 Cn }, Cn }, Cn },
::::l Q) ::::l Q) ::::l Q) ::::l Q) ::::l Q)

<l: LL <l: LL <l: LL <l: LL <l: LL

__ Alexandria "'" __ ,.,. -". Virginia

ex:> Ol
o 0en ..6
::::l Q)

<l: LL

Ol 0
o ~rn .6

::::l Q)

<l: LL

••••••••• US

Source: U.S. Department of Labor, Bureau of Labor Statistics
U.S. and Virginia through July 2011, Alexandria through June 2011
*Alexandria unemployment is not seasonally-adjusted, while U.S. and Virginia are seasonally-adjustec

Annual Change in Consumer Price Index

-DCCPI-U ......... CPI-U - - - - - CPI-U less food and energy

Source: US. Department of Labor, Bureau of Labor Statistics
Through July 2011

5



100000
98000
96000
94000
92000
90000
88000
86000
84000

Alexandria Labor Force

00

9
c
ro~

00 00
o _9>-ro ::J2: ~

00 00
o 0a. >
<lJ 0

V1 Z

en en
o _9>-ro ::J2: ~

en eno 06. >-
<lJ 0

V1 Z

o,....,,
c
ro~

o,....,
).
oz

,...., ,...., ,....,
,...., ,...., ,....,, •.. ,
c >-
ro ro ro~ 2: 2:

o,....,
6.
<lJ

V1

o
e-t,•..
ro
2:

-~~ Labor Force Employed

Source: Virginia Employment Commission
Through June 2011
*Not seasonally adjusted.

Office Vacancy Rates

Ql
Cl
.l!!
c
Ql
U•..
Qla..

16% ,.~~-~. __.._.~ _._~ ~ .._.__•....................._..••...__._ _._ ..- __ _ .

14%
12%
10%
8%
6%
4%
2%
O%+-rr..,-rr..,-rr..,-rr..,-rr..,-r-r..,..,r-r..,.-,.....,.....,.-,-:-..,.-,....,......,.-,~.,.....,....,.....,.....,....,.....,.....,....,.....,.....,....,....--i

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~~o. <;0'0:. .».~,o:.<J:o.<:o,p ':':)0. ':':)0:. ~o. ~o:.~o. v: roo. reP ~,o.~,o:.':00. 'J:P(:>:/0.'?J,o:.'Yo.-r..»####################~~~

Alex = 13.0%,'\ ,., \, ' ....
_" \0 ,, .., .., -,,,

I
NoVa= 12.7%

DC Metro = 11.5%

Quarter

--- Alexandria ••••••••• DC Area ----- NOVA

Source: CoStar
Through 2nd quarter, 2011

6



.l!l
"E
Q;
Q.

'0•..
Ql
.0

E
:::l
e
Ql

"~
1ii
:i
E
:::l
U

Cumulative Number of New 1 & 2 Family
Residential Building Permits

FY 201 O-FY 2012

Month

- - - - - FY2010 --FY2011 --FY2012

Source: Code Administration
Through July 2011

til~
E
0>a.. -
l: l!.!
o nI
+='0g.,....•..
ii) 0
l: tilo l:
o .2
~:=
0> E
Z l:.....-0-
0>
::J
nI
>

Cumulative Value of Commercial Property
New Construction Permits

FY 201 O-FY 2012

25

20
,------------------,

-------}/'-----~~-~~~-- ~-

I
I

I,15 -1---- ~----~

10

I

10.6 (FY 10) I----------------------------' ._---

5 +-----=-~occc_~-------~ -------~'--
0.0 (FY 11)
00 (FY 12)o +-----c •.... r-I~__II......,._...,....•.""'!"""---~--~I_i-41~-_____r--~-----,--~-.

----- FY2010 _FY2011 --- FY2012

Source: Code Administration
Through July 2011

7



Cumulative Value of Multi-Family New Construction
(Apts & Condos) FY 2010 - FY 2012
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Annual Change in U.S. Retail Sales
& Alexandria Sales Tax Collections

3 month trailing average
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Annual Change in Transient Lodging Tax Receipts
3 month trailing average
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Annual Change in Meals Tax Revenue Per 1 % of Tax
3 month trailing average
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Through April 2011*
*Meals tax collections typically lag because there are restaurant filings and payments
that have not been processed by the end-of-the-month deadline.

Alexandria Residential Property Sales Volume
Three Month Trailing Average
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Alexandria Residential Property Median Sales Value
Three Month Trailing Average
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New Foreclosures in Alexandria
3 month trailing average
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Online Reference 2

CITY OF ALEXANDRIA, VIRGINIA
COMPARATIVE STATEMENT OF REVENUES

GENERAL FUND
FOR THE PERIODS ENDING JULY 31, 2011 AND JULY 31, 2010

B C D=C/B E F=(C-E)/E

General Property Taxes
Real Property Taxes .................................. $ 321,674,773 $ 0.0% $

Personal Property Taxes ........................... 34,600,000 0.0%

Penalties and Interest... ............................. 1,870,000 0.0%

Total General Property Taxes $ 358,144,773 $ 0.0% $ 0%

Other Local Taxes
Local Sales and Use Taxes .. $ 24,200.000 s 0.0% $

Consumer Utility Taxes .... 11,200.000 0.0%

Communication Sales and Use Taxes .. 11,600,000 0.0%

Business License Taxes ............ 31,825,000 0.0%

Transient Lodging Taxes .......................... 12,500,000 0.0%
Restaurant Meals Tax ............................... 16,300,000 0.0%

Tobacco Taxes ....... .................... 2,900,000 0.0%
Motor Vehicle License Tax .. ................... 3,200,000 36,841 1.2% 55,045 -33%
Real Estate Recordation. 3,800,000 0.0%

Admissions Tax.... ......................... 1,100,000 0.0%

Other Local Taxes ......... ........................... 2,705,000 0.0%
Total Other Local Taxes $ 121,330,000 $ 36,841 0.0% s 55,045 -33%

Intergovernmental Revenues
Revenue from the Fed. Government. ......... $ 9,447,640 $ 0.0% $
Personal Property Tax Relief from
the Commonwealth ........ 23,578,531 0.0%

Revenue from the Commonwealth ............ 19,950,485 0.0%
Total Intergovernmental Revenues $ 52,976,656 $ 0.0"10 $ 0%

ental

Fines and Forfeitures ...... ......................... $ 4,764,000 $ 354,963 7.5% $ 354,542 0%
Licenses and Permits ................................ 2,049,975 145,456 7.1% 213,503 -32%
Charges for City Services ........ ................ 14,709,303 790,261 5.4% 787,087 0%
Revenue from Use of Money & Prop ........ 3,570,000 305,859 8.6% 344,173 -11%
Other Revenue ...................... ................ . 490,000 45,986 9.4% 54,782 -16%
Transfer from Other Funds ....................... 1,666,903 0.0% 0%

Total Other Governmental Revenues $ 27,250,181 $ 1,642,525 6.0% $ 1,754,087 -6%

TOTAL REVENUE $ 559,701,610 $ 1,679,366 0.3% $ 1,809,132 -7%

Appropriated Fund Balance
General Fund............................... 8,961,138 0%
Reappropriation of FY 20 II

Encumbrances And Other
Supplemental Appropriations 0%

TOTAL -7%



8.3% of Fiscal Year Completed
6.13% of Payrolls Processed

Online Reference 3

COMPARATIVE STATEMENT OF EXPENDITURES & TRANSFERS BY FUNCTION
GENERAL FUND

FOR THE PERIODS ENDING JULY 31, 2011 AND JlJLY 31, 2010

$ 180,732,360 12,163,637 6.7% s IV60,819 -:L::~··o
60% 21,097,652 I 12°'0

63% $ 33,658,471 58%


