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What’s Happening 

What happened to 
July? 

The July and August DCHS 
eNEWS were combined.  
Monthly issues resume in 
September. 

Her View 

MaryAnn Griffin, director of 
the office on Aging and Adult 
Services, has assumed a new 
role in championing the 
causes of senior citizens in 
the City:  She is now writing a 
column for the Alexandria 
Times.   The debut  column 
appeared in the August 25 
issue.  A link to the column 
follows:  http://
www.alextimes.com/
news/2011/aug/23/my-view-
alexandria-is-getting-older-he/ 

New  Commission 

The newly created Alexandria 

Children, Youth and Families 

Collaborative Commission, 

established by the City Council 

and the Alexandria School 

Board, is seeking members.  

Contact Ron Frazier, 

ron.frazier@alexandriava.gov. 

Rock and Stroll  

Lace up your walking shoes 

and join the crowd for a walk to 

end homelessness Saturday, 

September 10 at Cameron 

Run Park from 12:30 p.m. to 

3:00 p.m. 

See flyer and registration form 

on pages 5 and 6 of this 

newsletter.  

     DCHS eNEWS 
  A monthly newsletter for employees of the Department of Community and Human Services 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Summertime usually evokes thoughts of lazy 
days at the swimming pool 
or hanging out with friends.  
But summertime for some 
Alexandria teens means 
learning new skills, meeting 
new people and earning 
a paycheck. Read about  
DCHS programs that 
provided opportunities 
for Alexandria’s  
youth. 

Summer in the City 

Teen workers (clockwise from 
top left)  La’Nasia Fleming,  
Derrick Mitchell, Yafeit Gojales, 
Kendra Knight, Kaleob Ferede  



Youth Mappers Seek Out Services, Poll Opinions  

Alexandria's second run of Community 
Youth Mapping (CYM) kicked off Wednesday 
July 13, with an opening ceremony at Mount 
Vernon Recrea on Center in Del Ray. The 
summer project, focusing on the City's East 
End, iden fies resources and services for 
children, youth and families in the City.  
 

A team of 16 teens supervised by adult 
leaders conducted more than 450 interviews 
with managers of businesses, non‐profits, 
faith‐based organiza ons, City sites and 
schools. The teens asked about exis ng 
programs and services, as well as explored 
percep ons about issues such as youth 
substance abuse, teen pregnancy and gang 
ac vity.  
 

Mappers developed presenta ons that 
showcased the preliminary findings of their 
research as well as their recommenda ons. 
They will be able to highlight exis ng 
resources as well as service gaps, street by 
street, in Alexandria’s East End. 
 

Mapping provided an opportunity for youth 
to build skills in interviewing, data collec on, 
data management, geography, team 
building, communica on and conflict 
resolu on. It was also a way for youth to 
become more knowledgeable about their 
community and its services.  Moreover, 
Mapping provides valuable informa on to 
public officials and policymakers about gaps 
in City programs and services for youth.  

The Substance Abuse Preven on Coali on of 
Alexandria (SAPCA) will issue a final report 
and present the findings and 
recommenda ons to City 
Council and other 
stakeholders in the City. The 
informa on will be available 
on SAPCA's website, 
www.preven talexandria.org.  
 
CYM was a special project of 
the Substance Abuse 
Preven on Coali on of 
Alexandria (SAPCA) and its 
partners: Alexandria 
Campaign on Adolescent 
Pregnancy; Alexandria City 
Public Schools; Alexandria Fire 

Department; Alexandria Health Department, 
Alexandria Police Department; Alexandria 
Recrea on Department; Alexandria Sheriff’s 
Department; Department of Community and 
Human Services, JobLink; and the 
Partnership for Healthier Alexandria. 

Youth Mappers prepare to canvas the community at a kick-off ceremony at Mt. Vernon Recreation Center. 

Darwin Hernandez conducts an interview at a 
Del Ray business.  

Youth Mappers Timothy Lewis at microphone and Darwin 
Hernandez assisting present their findings at the TeensWork 
closing ceremony at  Minnie Howard School. 

 

Left to right, Alexa Manful, Andria Smith (adult 
supervisor), Kalebe Tariku, and Diamond Harris. 



 

 

Know Something?  Share it  

We’re looking for your stories, announcements, photos, ideas, accomplishments, and tips.  

Send to jan.schrader@alexandriava.gov.  Next newsletter date is Sept. 15. 

All materials needed by Sept. 10. 

TeensWork! Helps First-Time Job Seekers Get Hired  

With the economy sagging and compe on 
for summer jobs fierce, where can first‐ me 
job seekers get a foot in the door?  
 

For more than 20 years, the Summer Youth 
Employment Program, now part of 
TeensWork!,  has been solving that problem. 
Teens ages 14 through 21 who receive free or  
reduced lunches at school or who have a 
documented disability can enroll in the public 
employment program which secures them a 
posi on for six weeks in a City agency or 
private non‐profit.  The salaries are paid by 
the program.   
 

This summer youth from G.W. and Hammond 
Middle Schools, Minnie Howard Campus and 
T.C. Williams High School spent 20 hours a 
week at recrea on centers, libraries,  schools, 
and offices doing all manner of work.  At the 
end of the program, many  teens were 
honored at the closing ceremony with an 
award for being an outstanding worker, or 
showing excep onal ini a ve or being most 
improved.  
 

“These experiences,” said Youth Employment 
Counselor Tiffany Gray, “not only encourage 
young people to set realis c goals for their 

lives but also give them specific ac ons they 
can do to achieve those goals.” 
   
In addi on to the public program, which  is 
the only one of its kind in Virginia, 
TeensWork! offers a private program 
designed for youth ages 16 to 21.  This 
program runs year round and helps youth 
obtain jobs at local businesses.   An annual 
teen job fair held in April helps City teens get 
a head start on other job seekers by 
comple ng applica ons and mee ng with 
employers. 
 

Finally ,  a WIA (Workforce Investment Act) 
Youth  Program offers educa onal 
opportuni es, voca onal training and 
employment op ons to teens and young 
adults who meet federal guidelines. 
 

All groups benefit from job readiness 
workshops, taught by TeensWork! 
Counselors, that teach job search and 
interview skills and proper workplace 
behavior. 
 

This summer 247 earned a paycheck and got 
a lesson in how to achieve future success. 
 

Youth Counselors (left  to right) Deborah Dawit, Farjana 
Akhter and Shannon Smith greet guests at the closing 
ceremony.  All were summer hires.  Deborah and 
Shannon are heading to graduate school in public 
policy; Farjana will begin a permanent full-time position 
at JobLink in September. 

Nelson Smith, former director of the Office of 
Community Services, attends the closing 
ceremony to support his daughter, Shannon. 

Youth Counselor Tiffany Gray, right, with one of 
her outstanding workers, DaShawn Eubanks.  

Eugene Boakye, directing students (above), 
worked as a summer intern in the TeensWork! 
Program.  Now a junior at Old Dominion 
University, Eugene was a TeensWork! 
participant in 2007. Chasity Caughman receives an award from 

Youth Counselor Octavius Fulton. 



 

What be er way to spend your summer than being a role model.  
Apparently that’s what the 10 teens in the Peer Advisor Program 
thought.   

Five boys and five girls dedicated their summer to learning lessons about 
anger management, avoiding drugs and alcohol and peer pressure and 
ea ng healthy.  Then when they knew the material, they went in groups 
of three to the City recrea on centers as well as Community Lodgings 
Learning Center and Brent Place Apartments where KAT (Kids Are 
Terrific)  Camps were held and presented the informa on to the 
children.  

While the children learned about doing the right thing, the Peer Advisors 
learned that teaching can be challenging.  

Deronté, 17, learned that  “you have to approach different recs 
differently because some recs have younger groups than others. You 
have to find different ways to interact with the kids.   

“Teaching elementary school children requires a lot of energy. You have 
to have 120 percent energy.  They like the books and like to laugh.  You 
have to treat the older children like they’re more mature.” 

Celina, 16, discovered that “teaching the kids is a lot of fun.  I’ve never 
worked with kids as closely as in KAT camp and it’s teaching me a lot of 
responsibility and a lot of pa ence.  

“ We were talking with the kids at Community Lodgings and one of the 
kids said ‘I want to be like Celina.’  That meant a lot to me.”  

Vikaya,16, liked the program because it helped her overcome her 

shyness and it was fun teaching the children what to do and what 
not to do.  

KAT Camp provides ac vi es and adventures for children 8 through 
12.  The Peer Advisors assisted recrea on staff with ac vi es and 
with chaperoning the children on field trips to the zoo, wave pool, 
Natural History Museum and Six Flags.  

Although KAT Camp has concluded, the work of the Peer Advisors is 
not done.  During the school year, they mentor and tutor children at 
the Charles Houston Recrea on Center and Brent Place Apartments. 

The Peer Advisor program has been around since 1986 when James 
“Chucky” Moore and Theodore “Teddy” Jones, both DCHS Youth 
Development Counselors, decided to create a program that taught 
children and teens to avoid drugs and alcohol rather than a program 
that tried to get them clean once they had become addicted.  

But the program is about more than preven on.  It’s also about 
se ng goals and planning for your future, about studying and 
ge ng into college.  Peer Advisors are youth representa ves on 
various Citywide workgroups, a end leadership conferences, travel 
to various college campuses, and learn about the college applica on 
process.  

The Peer Advisor office in the Charles Houston Recrea on  Center is 
decorated with large group photos of previous Peer Advisor groups.  
The young people in the photos have gone on to become doctors, 
lawyers, teachers, business owners and one is now a City firefighter.  
That makes Jones and Moore feel proud. 

Teen Role Models Spend Summer Teaching Others 

Theodore “Teddy” Jones, left, and James “Chucky” Moore, right, with the 2011-2012 Peer Advisors.  



 




