
 
 
 

WHAT’S NEW IN HISTORIC ALEXANDRIA 
 
In a brief meeting with Mayor Allison Silberberg at City Hall last 
week, Dr. James T. Currie donated a copy of The Alexandria 
Herald, dated October 16, 1812, to the Office of Historic 
Alexandria. A long-time friend of the Mayor, Currie saw the 
document on the auction site, e-bay, and immediately purchased 
it with the intent of acquiring it for the City.  
 
“It has wonderful local, national and international news in its four 
pages” said Currie, a historian with a Ph.D. from University of 
Virginia. It is a full-size broadsheet of the period and contains 
listings of shops that have called at the Port of Alexandria and 
what they are carrying. Mordecai Miller, for example, offered city residents “44 casks of PATENT 
SHOT, which will sell at the Philadelphia price”, while Cook & Clare, located on Ramsay’s wharf, 
were purveyors of “A few barrels of OLD RYE WHISKEY”.  
 
Headlined “Halifax [Nova Scotia]’ was a short article taken ‘ from the Log Book of an officer who 
was on board of his majesty’s ship Guerriere, in the late action.” The “late action” to which the 
officer referred was an engagement at sea between the British man-of-war Guerriere and the U.S. 
S. Constitution. This two-ship battle occurred off the coast of Nova Scotia. According to The 
Alexandria Herald’s account from the British point of view, ‘at 4 hours 15 minutes [into the 
encounter] the Constitution bore up and hoisted her colours at each mast head. Fired a shot over 
him; and finding it to go about 1-2 mile beyond him, gave him our starboard broadside, and wore 
to give him our larboard.” The encounter was a resounding victory for the American ship, which 
earned its nickname “Old Ironsides” after a British cannonball bounced harmlessly off its oak 
sides. Britain was the premier naval power of the time, and this victory, coming soon after the 
commencement of the War of 1812, was a great morale-builder for the Americans and their 
fledgling fleet of warships. 
 
Other stories in the four-page newspaper, which was published by “ J. Corse & N. Rounsavell”, 
include a graphic account of a “Massacre at Fort Chicago” and an opinion piece about how “There 
are other ways to aiding an enemy than by deserting to his standard. “ In a piece headed 
“ATTENTION”, “ The Alexandria Independent Blues are ordered to parade to-morrow morning at 
9 o’clock on the Market Square properly armed and equipped.” 
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Newspapers this old are uncommon, and this issue of The Alexandria Herald will be a useful 
resource for historians who want to learn more about Alexandria from over 204 years ago.   
 
EVENTS 
 
Monday, February 13 – Alexandria-Caen Sister City Committee 
Alexandria City Hall, Sister Cities Conference Room 1101, 301 King Street 
Regular monthly meeting.Free! 7 p.m. For more information, please call 703.746.4554. 
 
Wednesday, February 15 – Alexandria Archaeological Commission  
Alexandria Archaeology Museum, 105 North Union Street, Suite 327 
Regular monthly meeting.Free! 7 p.m. For more information, please call 703.746.4399. 
 
Thursday, February 16 – Alexandria Historical Restoration and Preservation Commission Alleys 
Committee 
Lloyd House, 220 North Washington Street 
Regular monthly meeting. 7 p.m. For more information, please call 703.746.4554. 
 
Thursday, February 16 – Birthnight Ball Dance Class 
Gadsby’s Tavern Museum, 134 North Royal Street 
In preparation for the Birthnight Ball on February 18, learn 18th-
century English country dancing from expert dance instructors. 
Those not familiar with this style of dancing should complete at 
least one full class to become accustomed to the figures and 
language for the ball. Tickets are now available at $12 per class. 
Reservations are recommended. 7:30 p.m. For more 
information, please call 703.746.4242.  
 
Saturday, February 18 – Birthnight Ball  
Gadsby’s Tavern Museum, 134 North Royal Street 
Sorry, this event is SOLD OUT. 
 
Sunday, February 19 – Revolutionary War Day  
Fort Ward Museum, 4301 West Braddock Road  
Colonial encampment and skirmish demonstration featuring members of the 1st Virginia Army of 
the Continental Line and British reenactment units. Sponsored by the George Washington 
Birthday Committee. Program is 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.; skirmish is at 2 p.m. 
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Sunday, February 19 – The Wonders of Science  
Stabler-Leadbeater Apothecary Museum, 105-107 South Fairfax 
Street 
Visit the Apothecary and discover curious objects, from poison 
bottles to dragon’s blood, and find out how they were used – and 
if they worked! Project Enlightenment, McLean High School’s 
historical-reenactment society, will conduct 18th-century 
scientific demonstrations which are certain to expand visitors’ 
knowledge about science in the 1700s.  
 
This hour-long program includes a tour of the museum in 
addition to the scientific demonstrations. Tickets are priced at $6 
per person, both children and adults. Reservations are 
recommended as space is limited. 1 to 4 p.m. For more 
information, please call 703.746.3852.  
 
 
Saturday, February 18 – Lecture: Lecture and Candy Tasting: Sweet as Sin 
Alexandria Black History Museum, 902 Wythe Street  
Susan Benjamin, candy historian and author, will give a talk about the historic origins of candy 
based on her most recent book, “Sweet as Sin: The Unwrapped Story of How Candy Became 
America’s Favorite Pleasure.” The theme of Ms. Benjamin’s talk will be the role African-Americans 
played in the production of sugar and the candy making business in the 19th century. The talk 
includes a tasting, where participants sample candy made from period recipes. Free! 11 a.m. For 
more information, please call 703.746.4356. 
 
Sunday, February 19 – Walking with Washington Tour  
Ramsay House Visitors Center, 221 King Street 
Walk in George Washington’s footsteps through his hometown, historic Alexandria. View some of 
the sites connected to the General, like where he filled his prescriptions or slept overnight. Free! 
2 to 3:30 p.m. For more information on this and other George Washington Birthday events, please 
visit www.washingtonbirthday.com.  
 
Monday, February 20 – Breakfast & Meeting of the Friendship Veterans Fire Engine Association  
The Alexandrian Hotel, 480 King Street 
Come meet “George Washington” in his first appearance of this special day, plus an address by 
Retired Four-Star General John H. Tilelli, the awarding of the prestigious Ben Lynt Award, a hearty 
breakfast and good fellowship. Open to the public. Tickets: $35. To purchase tickets go to 
www.bit.ly/firecobreakfast or call Bill Kehoe at 703-751-6416. For more information go to 
www.friendshipfireco.net. 
 
Monday, February 20 – Historic Alexandria Parade Day Open House  
Friendship Firehouse Museum, 106 South Alfred Street 
Gadsby’s Tavern Museum, 134 North Royal Street 
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Stabler-Leadbeater Apothecary Museum, 105-107 South Fairfax Street 
The Lyceum, Alexandria’s History Museum, 201 South Washington Street 
In honor of the birthday of George Washington admission is FREE to the above listed sites on 
Parade Day. 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. at Friendship Firehouse and The Lyceum, 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. at 
Gadsby’s Tavern and Stabler-Leadbeater Apothecary. For more information on this and other 
George Washington Birthday events, please visit www.washingtonbirthday.com.  
 
Monday, February 20 – Wreath Laying Ceremony at the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier of the 
Revolution 
Old Presbyterian Meeting House Graveyard, 323 South Fairfax Street 
Join the Daughters of the American Revolution and the Sons of the American Revolution as they 
host colonial military and civilians to honor the soldiers of the American Revolution. FREE! 11 a.m. 
to 12 noon. For more information on this and other George Washington Birthday events, please 
visit www.washingtonbirthday.com. 
 
 
Monday, February 20 – Armed Forces Community Covenant Ceremony 
Parade Reviewing Stand at Market Square, Royal and King Streets 
Join us as we honor our Nations Veterans, Active Military, and their families with music, games 
and activities for children, military vehicles, demonstrations, informational booths and displays. 
Free! 11 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. For more information on this and other George Washington Birthday 
events, please visit www.washingtonbirthday.com.  
 
Monday, February 20 – George Washington Birthday Parade 
Old Town 
The largest parade celebrating Washington’s Birthday in the USA 
with over 3,500 participants! 1 to 3 p.m. For more information on 
this and other George Washington Birthday events, please visit 
www.washingtonbirthday.com.  
 
Monday, February 20 – Gary Stephans' Art of Ballroom Dance  
The Athenaeum, 201 Prince Street  
Fun classes to learn to dance or improve your dancing skills: fox trot, waltz, tango, swing, salsa, 
merengue, rumba, cha-cha, and samba. All level of dancers are welcome, with or without a 
partner. Discover little techniques that most people never learn about and become a relaxed and 
proficient social dancer in these small, personalized dance lessons! Class fee is $15 per session, 
Basic or Advanced Techniques, attend both sessions for best results. To register for either or both 
sessions, click here. Basic Techniques class is 7 to 7:45 p.m. Advanced Techniques is 7:45 to 8:30 
p.m. Free practice session from 8:30 to 9 p.m. For more information, please visit 
garystephans@me.com or call 703.505.5998. 
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Now on Exhibit through February 19 – Surreal 
The Athenaeum, 201 Prince Street 
Marisa White and Julie Belton's photographs create magically surreal tableaux. Peter Stern's 
aerial photographs capture the graphic beauty of the landscape from above. Free! 4 p.m. Open 
Thursday through Sunday, 12 Noon to 4 p.m. For more information, please visit www.nvfaa.org or 
call 703.548.0035. 
 
Now on Exhibit – Shield of Earth: Defending the Heart of the 
Union  
Fort Ward Museum, 4301 West Braddock Road 
This new exhibition that features objects, photographs and 
documents from the Fort Ward Museum collection related to the 
Defenses of Washington. The exhibition covers both the 
formidable task of building the defense system, which made the 
Federal capital one of the most protected cities in the world, and 
some of the men who were assigned to duty in the Washington 
area. Highlights of the exhibition include military passes issued by 
Provost Marshal’s Office, construction tools, and original 
photographs of some of Washington’s defenders, including a 
profile of Francis E. Brainerd, a soldier in the 1st Wisconsin Heavy 
Artillery who was stationed at Fort O’Rourke, not far from the 
present-day site of the Huntington Metro Station. Items related to 
how the forts protected Washington’s vital transportation 
resources are also featured, such as a ship’s lantern, rail section 
from the Orange and Alexandria Railroad, and colored lithograph 
of Soldier’s Rest in Alexandria. Several original drawings of forts by soldiers stationed at those 
sites are on view, and a construction report dated February 1865 details work projects such as 
completion of new officers’ quarters at Fort Ward. Other unique items featured are a sketch 
showing where President Lincoln came under fire during the Battle of Fort Stevens, a field desk 
belonging to an officer in the 107th New York Infantry, and an 1862 map of the Defenses of 
Washington published by the engineer E.G. Arnold. The exhibition will continue through 2017. 
Free! Tuesday through Saturday from 10 am to 5 p.m., and Sundays from noon to 5 p.m. For more 
information, please call 703.746.4848 or visit www.fortward.org. 
 
Now on Exhibit – Hotel vs. Hospital 
Gadsby’s Tavern Museum, 134 North Royal Street  
Learn the story of the fine hotel industry in Alexandria and how it quickly changed after the Civil 
War began. The City Hotel (today part of Gadsby’s Tavern Museum at 134 North Royal Street) was 
the only major hotel in Alexandria to remain open during the entirety of the war. The two other 
fine hotels in town, Mansion House (transformed into a massive Civil War hospital) and Marshall 
House (site of the first Northern and Southern deaths due to violence in the Civil War), had 
closed. Guests will discover how tavern keeper Samuel Heflebower was able to remain in business 
as he catered to the new customers arriving in Alexandria.  
For more information, please call 703.746.4242. 
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Now on Exhibit – Who These Wounded Are: The Extraordinary Stories of the Mansion House 
Hospital 
Carlyle House Historic Park, 121 North Fairfax Street 
Come see the site that inspired Mercy Street, the new PBS’ series inspired by real events that took 
place at Carlyle House. The six-episode program revolves around the doctors, nurses, and patients 
of Mansion House Hospital, a former luxury hotel owned by James Green, a prominent Alexandria 
businessman who resided in Carlyle House.  
 
James Green purchased Carlyle House and the adjacent Bank of Alexandria in 1848. While living in 
Carlyle House with his family, he converted the Bank Building into the successful Mansion House 
Hotel. The hotel thrived, and Green expanded it in the 1850s. In November of 1861, the Union 
Army took over both the hotel and the mansion, turning the hotel into a hospital and the house 
into doctor and officer housing. The new exhibit recreates the days of Union occupation and tells 
the true stories of those who lived and worked here during the war. This is where Mercy Street 
really happened. Tuesday through Saturday 10 am to 4 p.m.; Sunday, 12 to 4 p.m. For further 
information please visit www.carlylehouse.org or call 703.549.2997. 
 
Now on Exhibit – The Lyceum: 175 Years of Local History 
The Lyceum, Alexandria’s History Museum, 201 South Washington Street 
This new exhibition highlights the history of The Lyceum, as well as its role today as a place for 
exploring Alexandria’s past. On view in the museum’s Coldsmith Gallery, the historical objects and 
images featured represent The Lyceum, the community at work, and commemorations and 
celebrations. Throughout the exhibition, visitors are invited to “be the curator” and think about 
why the various artifacts are in museum’s collection, and about how these tangible 
representatives of the past help tell the story of Alexandria’s history. 
 
Museum visitors can also explore artifacts relating to commemorating or celebrating something 
important in someone’s life, or that serve as a memento representing an organization, business, 
or event. For example, five World War II service medals from a local soldier are on view, as well as 
a china pitcher promoting William Henry Harrison’s campaign for the presidency, and a colorful 
hand-worked quilt commemorating the Bicentennial of the American Revolution in 1976. The 
Lyceum: 175 Years of Local History includes a variety of items providing a glimpse into different 
types of work in Alexandria since the community was founded in the 18th century. Objects range 
from circa 1796 wares marked by Alexandria silversmith Adam Lynn, a circa 1880 dresser 
manufactured by James F. Muir and Brothers, to a collage of original photographs – circa 1970 -- 
documenting the Alexandria, Barcroft & Washington Rapid Transit Company. 
 
Open Monday through Saturday 10 am to 5 p.m. and Sundays 1 to 5 p.m. For more information 
call 703.746.4994, or visit www.alexandriahistory.org. 
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Now on Exhibit – Before the Spirits are Swept Away: African 
American Historic Site Paintings  
Alexandria Black History Museum, 902 Wythe Street  
This exhibition, featuring 20 of Sherry Sanabria’s African 
American historic site paintings, is made possible by the 
Sanabria family, who generously donated 23 of her paintings to 
the Alexandria Black History Museum. Sherry, who had a studio 
at the Torpedo Factory Arts Center, passed away in 2014. Her 
family has made it their mission to find homes for her paintings 
where they will be appreciated and preserved. This incredible 
donation permits museum staff to use the paintings to explore 
slavery, interpretation, and preservation of African American 
sites in Virginia. These paintings are part of Sanabria’s “Sites of Conscience” series, which has as 
its focus African American heritage, prisons, concentration camps, and mental hospitals. The Sites 
of Conscience series takes viewers to places of horror, places of pain and suffering, places we 
want to forget, but never should.  
 
Robert Sanabria, Sherry’s husband, feels this series “… demonstrates the widespread practice of 
bondage in the American South and the determination of the enslaved to survive and maintain 
their connection with their creator. It is especially fortuitous to have these works together where 
they will be valued and available for the appreciation of generations to come….”  
Tuesday to Saturday: 10 am to 4 p.m., Sunday and Monday: Closed. Free, but donations are 
appreciated. For more information, please call 703.746.4356. 
 
Now on Exhibit – Their Fates Intertwined: The Lees of Alexandria in the War of 1812  
Lee-Fendall House and Gardens, 614 Oronoco Street  
A new exhibit on the experiences of the Lee family in Alexandria during the War of 1812 examines 
the contributions of Alexandria’s citizens during the conflict that led to the writing of our national 
anthem through the lives of this iconic Virginia family. For more information, please visit 
www.leefendallhouse.org or call 703.548.1789.

 
 
 
THIS WEEK IN HISTORIC ALEXANDRIA 

On February 17, 1859, the Mansion House Hotel, built in 1848 by 
local furniture manufacturer, James Green, and well-known as 
one of the most elegant hostelries on the Eastern seaboard, was 
reopened after a complete refurbishment. The hotel on North 
Fairfax Street was redone with the finest interior decoration and 
furnishings available and newly arriving guests were awed by the 
lavishness. But Mr. Green’s magnificent renovation of Alexandria’s 
finest hotel was to be short-lived as tensions rose between the 
North and South, culminating in the election of President Abraham Lincoln in 1860. Just two years 
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after the hotel reopened, anticipating that a civil war may be inevitable, the Alexandria Riflemen, 
Mount Vernon Guards, Old Dominion Rifles and Alexandria Artillery merged to form the 
Alexandria Battalion. On May 24, 1861, Alexandria was invaded by Union forces and became an 
occupied city. In early November of that year, the massive hotel was confiscated by the Union 
Army for a general hospital to care for the ever-increasing numbers of sick and wounded Civil War 
soldiers in Northern Virginia. Green received a letter that stated he had three days to vacate the 
premises. The hospital story is featured in the PBS series, Mercy Street, now airing Season 2.

 

ON SALE NOW 

On Saturday, March 11, the Gadsby's Tavern Museum Society 
proudly presents the Best Bib & Tucker Ball 2017: Cherry Blossom 
Ball! For a night of unforgettable reverie, come join Doc Scantlin's 
Imperial Palms Orchestra and the dazzling songstress, Chou Chou, 
for dancing and entertainment. Delight in koto music from 
Sachiko Smith. Enjoy sumptuous cuisine, copious libations, and a 
fabulous silent auction. $150 per person. Additional sponsorship 
levels available. For tickets and more information, please visit 
Gadsby's Tavern Museum. 
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