WHAT’S NEW IN HISTORIC ALEXANDRIA
The Office of Historic Alexandria (OHA), the comprehensive
public history agency of the City of Alexandria, Virginia, is
pleased to announce that Liz Williams has been appointed as
Director of the City owned-and operated Gadsby’s Tavern
Museum, located at 134 N. Royal Street in Old Town,
Alexandria. Ms. Williams has been employed at OHA since
2004, serving as Acting Director of Gadsby’s Tavern Museum
for the past year and as Assistant Director at the Gadsby’s
Tavern and the Stabler-Leadbeater Apothecary Museums for
over a decade. Both institutions are accredited by the
American Alliance of Museums (AAM) as part of OHA’s
“museum system,” one of eight municipal museum systems in
the United States to be accredited by the AAM. Ms. Williams
was one of the primary OHA staff members to coordinate the
AAM Self-study application, prepared over several years that
resulted in the accreditation award in 2012. The previous
Director at Gadsby’s Tavern Museum, Gretchen Bulova, was promoted to Deputy Director of OHA
in 2016 and both women are well-respected for their teamwork, leadership, and creativity.
Ms. Williams is a graduate of Mary Washington College in Fredericksburg, Virginia, where she
earned her B.A. in Historic Preservation and was honored with the Susan Jefferson Ford Award in
Historic Preservation for superior academic achievement and significant contributions to historic
preservation in the Fredericksburg area. She then went on to receive her graduate degree at The
George Washington University in Washington, D.C., where she earned an M.T.A. in Tourism
Administration, concentrating on heritage tourism. She has been a guest lecturer at that
university since 2014, and has presented numerous times at conferences held annually by the
National Trust for Historic Preservation (NTHP) and the Virginia Association of Museums.
Previous to her employment with the City of Alexandria, Ms. Williams worked as Associate
Director for Business Operations and as Business Manager at Woodlawn and Frank Lloyd Wright’s
Pope-Leighey House in Fairfax County, Virginia, operated by NTHP. Earlier, she worked as a
Program Assistant at NTHP headquarters in Washington, D.C. where she assisted with the
coordination of the innovative Preservation Leadership Training programs sponsored by the
nation’s premier historic preservation organization. Her experience with NTHP in both museum
administration, tourism, and historic preservation has proven to be a major asset to OHA, both at

the departmental and institutional level, and Gadsby’s Tavern Museum continues to be
recognized for its superior management, creative programming, and engaging special event
activities.
In response to Ms. Williams’ selection as Museum Director by the Evaluation Committee, OHA
Director J. Lance Mallamo stated, “In her exceptional service to OHA museums over the years, Liz
Williams has consistently exceeded expectations through her knowledge and commitment. The
City of Alexandria looks forward to her continued guidance and leadership in maintaining the
highest levels of excellence, and best practices in the museum profession at Gadsby’s Tavern
Museum.”

EVENTS
Tuesday, January 17 –Historic Alexandria Resources Commission
Lloyd House, 220 North Washington Street
Regular monthly meeting. 7:30 p.m. For more information, please call 703.746.4554.
Wednesday, January 18 – Alexandria Archaeological Commission
Alexandria Archaeology Museum, 105 North Union Street, Suite 327
Regular monthly meeting.Free. 7 p.m. For more information, please call 703.746.4399.
Friday, January 20 – Inauguration Weekend Free Tours
Gadsby’s Tavern Museum, 134 North Royal Street
Discover how taverns played an important role in political
conversation during the 18th and 19th centuries through
free tours offered Friday, Saturday, and Sunday. Explore
what important issues were facing Thomas Jefferson’s
administration as well as consider those challenging the
incoming President today. Political memorabilia from the
Office of Historic Alexandria’s collection will also be on
exhibit during this special weekend. . On Friday, use the exhibit to inspire your own inaugural
memento creation. Free! 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. For more information, please call 703.746.4242.
Saturday, January 21 – Special Tour: This Tide of Wounded, the Lee-Fendall House as Civil War
Hospital
Lee-Fendall House and Gardens, 614 Oronoco Street
This special tour of the museum and grounds highlights the Lee-Fendall House’s role as a hospital
during the Civil War. Highlights include themes addressed in the PBS series “Mercy Street,”
including nursing, soldiers, civilians, medical practices, and free people of color. The tour lasts
approximately 90 minutes. Tickets are $8.00 in advance through the museum’s Online Store, or
$10.00 the day of the program. 10 a.m. Tour space is limited, so the purchase of tickets in
advance is highly recommended. Tour length 1.5 – 2 hours. For more information, please visit
www.leefendallhouse.org or call 703.548.1789.

Saturday, January 21 – Inauguration Weekend Free Tours
Gadsby’s Tavern Museum, 134 North Royal Street
Discover how taverns played an important role in political conversation during the 18th and 19th
centuries through free tours offered Friday, Saturday, and Sunday. Explore what important issues
were facing Thomas Jefferson’s administration as well as consider those challenging the incoming
President today. Political memorabilia from the Office of Historic Alexandria’s collection will also
be on exhibit during this special weekend. On Saturday, use the exhibit to inspire your own
inaugural memento creation. Free! 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. For more information, please call
703.746.4242.
Saturday, January 21 – Special Tour: From Slavery to Freedom,
the African American Experience at the Lee-Fendall House
Lee-Fendall House and Gardens, 614 Oronoco Street
This special tour interprets the Lee-Fendall House from the
perspective of its enslaved inhabitants, exploring the unique
experiences of slavery in the city. Hear the true stories of
“contrabands,” as seen in the PBS drama “Mercy Street.” The
tour will include special access to areas which are not regularly open to the public. Admission to
the program is $8.00 in advance through the museum’s Online Store, and $10.00 the day of the
program. 2 p.m. Tour space is limited. Tour length 1.5 – 2 hours. For more information, please
visit www.leefendallhouse.org or call 703.548.1789.
Saturday, January 21 – Concert Preview: The Atlantic Reed Consort
The Lyceum, Alexandria’s History Museum, 201 South Washington Street
The Atlantic Reed Consort are making their Carnegie Hall debut at the end of January and will
perform, in partnership with Opal Music Studio, a free preview of their concert at The Lyceum at
3:00 p.m. The Atlantic Reed Consort (arconsort.org) is a professional reed quintet (oboe, clarinet,
bassoon, bass clarinet, and saxophone) featuring dynamic performances of traditional and
modern repertoire. The concert will include pieces by Bach, Ravel, Strauss, Bernstein, as well as
pieces by current composers. After the concert, the audience is invited back to Opal Music Studio
(803 Cameron St., 2 blocks from the Lyceum), for a wine reception and post-concert discussion
with the artists.
Sunday, January 22 – Inauguration Weekend Free Tours
Gadsby’s Tavern Museum, 134 North Royal Street
Discover how taverns played an important role in political conversation during the 18th and 19th
centuries through free tours offered Friday, Saturday, and Sunday. Explore what important issues
were facing Thomas Jefferson’s administration as well as consider those challenging the incoming
President today. Political memorabilia from the Office of Historic Alexandria’s collection will also
be on exhibit during this special weekend. Free! 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. For more information, please
call 703.746.4242.

Sunday, January 22 – Winter Warmer Ladies Tea
Gadsby’s Tavern Museum, 134 North Royal Street
Enjoy the warmth and hospitality of the tavern this winter!
Choose from a variety of 18th-century desserts while you sip
John Gadsby's special blend of tea or take a cup of American
Heritage Chocolate. Historic guests Martha Washington & Dolley
Madison will catch you up on the latest Alexandria news during
the tea. Tickets are priced at $35 per person, all inclusive.
Seatings at 3 and 3:15 p.m. Arrive early for the 2:15 or 2:45 p.m.
FREE tour before your tea. For more information, please call
703.746.4242.
Monday, January 23 – Alexandria Sister Cities Committee
Alexandria City Hall, 301 King Street, Sister Cities Conference
Room 1101
Regular monthly meeting. 7 to 9 p.m. For more information, please call 703.746.4554.
Monday, January 23 – Gary Stephans' Art of Ballroom Dance
The Athenaeum, 201 Prince Street
Fun classes to learn to dance or improve your dancing skills: fox trot, waltz, tango, swing, salsa,
merengue, rumba, cha-cha, and samba. All level of dancers are welcome, with or without a
partner. Discover little techniques that most people never learn about and become a relaxed and
proficient social dancer in these small, personalized dance lessons! Class fee is $15 per session,
Basic or Advanced Techniques, attend both sessions for best results. To register for either or both
sessions, click here. Basic Techniques class is 7 to 7:45 p.m. Advanced Techniques is 7:45 to 8:30
p.m. Free practice session from 8:30 to 9 p.m. For more information, please visit
garystephans@me.com or call 703.505.5998.
Now on Exhibit through February 19 – Surreal
The Athenaeum, 201 Prince Street
Marisa White and Julie Belton's photographs create magically surreal tableaux. Peter Stern's
aerial photographs capture the graphic beauty of the landscape from above. Free! 4 p.m. Open
Thursday through Sunday, 12 Noon to 4 p.m. For more information, please visit www.nvfaa.org or
call 703.548.0035.
Now on Exhibit – Shield of Earth: Defending the Heart of the Union
Fort Ward Museum, 4301 West Braddock Road
This new exhibition that features objects, photographs and documents from the Fort Ward
Museum collection related to the Defenses of Washington. The exhibition covers both the
formidable task of building the defense system, which made the Federal capital one of the most
protected cities in the world, and some of the men who were assigned to duty in the Washington

area. Highlights of the exhibition include military passes issued by Provost Marshal’s Office,
construction tools, and original photographs of some of Washington’s defenders, including a
profile of Francis E. Brainerd, a soldier in the 1st Wisconsin Heavy Artillery who was stationed at
Fort O’Rourke, not far from the present-day site of the Huntington Metro Station. Items related to
how the forts protected Washington’s vital transportation resources are also featured, such as a
ship’s lantern, rail section from the Orange and Alexandria Railroad, and colored lithograph of
Soldier’s Rest in Alexandria. Several original drawings of forts by soldiers stationed at those sites
are on view, and a construction report dated February 1865 details work projects such as
completion of new officers’ quarters at Fort Ward. Other unique items featured are a sketch
showing where President Lincoln came under fire during the Battle of Fort Stevens, a field desk
belonging to an officer in the 107th New York Infantry, and an 1862 map of the Defenses of
Washington published by the engineer E.G. Arnold. The exhibition will continue through 2017.
Free! Tuesday through Saturday from 10 am to 5 p.m., and Sundays from noon to 5 p.m. For more
information, please call 703.746.4848 or visit www.fortward.org.
Now on Exhibit – Hotel vs. Hospital
Gadsby’s Tavern Museum, 134 North Royal Street
Learn the story of the fine hotel industry in Alexandria and how it quickly changed after the Civil
War began. The City Hotel (today part of Gadsby’s Tavern Museum at 134 North Royal Street) was
the only major hotel in Alexandria to remain open during the entirety of the war. The two other
fine hotels in town, Mansion House (transformed into a massive Civil War hospital) and Marshall
House (site of the first Northern and Southern deaths due to violence in the Civil War), had
closed. Guests will discover how tavern keeper Samuel Heflebower was able to remain in business
as he catered to the new customers arriving in Alexandria.
For more information, please call 703.746.4242.
Now on Exhibit – Who These Wounded Are: The Extraordinary
Stories of the Mansion House Hospital
Carlyle House Historic Park, 121 North Fairfax Street
Come see the site that inspired Mercy Street, the new PBS’ series
inspired by real events that took place at Carlyle House. The sixepisode program revolves around the doctors, nurses, and
patients of Mansion House Hospital, a former luxury hotel owned
by James Green, a prominent Alexandria businessman who
resided in Carlyle House.
James Green purchased Carlyle House and the adjacent Bank of Alexandria in 1848. While living in
Carlyle House with his family, he converted the Bank Building into the successful Mansion House
Hotel. The hotel thrived, and Green expanded it in the 1850s. In November of 1861, the Union
Army took over both the hotel and the mansion, turning the hotel into a hospital and the house
into doctor and officer housing. The new exhibit recreates the days of Union occupation and tells
the true stories of those who lived and worked here during the war. This is where Mercy Street
really happened. Tuesday through Saturday 10 am to 4 p.m.; Sunday, 12 to 4 p.m. For further
information please visit www.carlylehouse.org or call 703.549.2997.

Now on Exhibit – The Lyceum: 175 Years of Local History
The Lyceum, Alexandria’s History Museum, 201 South Washington Street
This new exhibition highlights the history of The Lyceum, as well as its role today as a place for
exploring Alexandria’s past. On view in the museum’s Coldsmith Gallery, the historical objects and
images featured represent The Lyceum, the community at work, and commemorations and
celebrations. Throughout the exhibition, visitors are invited to “be the curator” and think about
why the various artifacts are in museum’s collection, and about how these tangible
representatives of the past help tell the story of Alexandria’s history.
Museum visitors can also explore artifacts relating to commemorating or celebrating something
important in someone’s life, or that serve as a memento representing an organization, business,
or event. For example, five World War II service medals from a local soldier are on view, as well as
a china pitcher promoting William Henry Harrison’s campaign for the presidency, and a colorful
hand-worked quilt commemorating the Bicentennial of the American Revolution in 1976. The
Lyceum: 175 Years of Local History includes a variety of items providing a glimpse into different
types of work in Alexandria since the community was founded in the 18th century. Objects range
from circa 1796 wares marked by Alexandria silversmith Adam Lynn, a circa 1880 dresser
manufactured by James F. Muir and Brothers, to a collage of original photographs – circa 1970 -documenting the Alexandria, Barcroft & Washington Rapid Transit Company.
Open Monday through Saturday 10 am to 5 p.m. and Sundays 1 to 5 p.m. For more information
call 703.746.4994, or visit www.alexandriahistory.org.
Now on Exhibit – Before the Spirits are Swept Away: African
American Historic Site Paintings
Alexandria Black History Museum, 902 Wythe Street
This exhibition, featuring 20 of Sherry Sanabria’s African
American historic site paintings, is made possible by the
Sanabria family, who generously donated 23 of her paintings to
the Alexandria Black History Museum. Sherry, who had a studio
at the Torpedo Factory Arts Center, passed away in 2014. Her
family has made it their mission to find homes for her paintings
where they will be appreciated and preserved. This incredible donation permits museum staff to
use the paintings to explore slavery, interpretation, and preservation of African American sites in
Virginia. These paintings are part of Sanabria’s “Sites of Conscience” series, which has as its focus
African American heritage, prisons, concentration camps, and mental hospitals. The Sites of
Conscience series takes viewers to places of horror, places of pain and suffering, places we want
to forget, but never should.
Robert Sanabria, Sherry’s husband, feels this series “… demonstrates the widespread practice of
bondage in the American South and the determination of the enslaved to survive and maintain
their connection with their creator. It is especially fortuitous to have these works together where
they will be valued and available for the appreciation of generations to come….”

Tuesday to Saturday: 10 am to 4 p.m., Sunday and Monday: Closed. Free, but donations are
appreciated. For more information, please call 703.746.4356.
Now on Exhibit – Their Fates Intertwined: The Lees of Alexandria in the War of 1812
Lee-Fendall House and Gardens, 614 Oronoco Street
A new exhibit on the experiences of the Lee family in Alexandria during the War of 1812 examines
the contributions of Alexandria’s citizens during the conflict that led to the writing of our national
anthem through the lives of this iconic Virginia family. For more information, please visit
www.leefendallhouse.org or call 703.548.1789.

THIS WEEK IN HISTORIC ALEXANDRIA
On January 18, 1852, the annual ”Hiring Day” for free African
American men took place at what was then just outside
the Alexandria city limits , enabling freedmen to obtain both
permanent and long-term temporary employment in the
Northern Virginia region.. The tradition of setting aside one day
in January for this practice had been established decades before
and connected farmers and cattle drovers from settlements to
the west of Alexandria with a larger pool of employable men
ready and waiting for job opportunities during the coming year. The event was always held at
Catt’s Tavern, also known as the Drover’s Tavern, located at Duke Street and Diagonal Road in
what became known as the original “West End” of Alexandria, well known for its breweries,
slaughterhouses and less than reputable businesses. The rough-and-tumble hostelry catered to
the lodging needs of those transporting agricultural products and cattle from far outside the Port
City, and capitalized on their constant need for additional labor back on their farms.

ON SALE NOW
Join us on Thursday, January 26 for the Civil War Wine Dinner at
Gadsby’s Tavern. Start your evening in the Museum for the first
course and conversation with Gray Ghost Vineyards, whose
wines are created on lands “Gray Ghost” Confederate John S.
Mosby and his men operated upon during the Civil War. Then
head down to the Restaurant’s main dining room to experience
more wine and great food inspired by the 19th century. A must
for any Mercy Street fan! Tickets are now on sale at $125 per
person inclusive.

