WHAT’S NEW IN HISTORIC ALEXANDRIA
Last weekend our city celebrated the annual Scottish Walk parade
with a full program of holiday events. Traditionally, this is the
weekend that officials from our Sister Cities in Europe visit
Alexandria to take part in the events and meet with their
counterparts in America to discuss mutual projects and joint
opportunities. After a day of Friday meetings, pictured here at the
“Taste of Scotland” event, Mayor Allison Silberberg welcomes
Lord Provost Robert Duncan of Dundee, Scotland and Vice Mayor for Education Amandine
Francois of Caen, France to begin the weekend celebrations. Alexandria’s Sister Cities Committees
participated in the events, which included a festive dinner at Lloyd House on Saturday night after
the Holiday Boat Parade. The Sister Cities Committees are hosted by the Office of Historic
Alexandria.
EVENTS
Thursday, December 8 – Lecture: A Life France-Amerique:
Reflections of a New American Citizen
The Lyceum, Alexandria’s History Museum, 201 South Washington
Street
Join us for a conversation with Guy Sorman, Professor,
Philosopher, Economist, Renowned Author, Publisher of FranceAmerique. Mr. Sorman will share reflections on the impact in
France and in Europe of the U.S. election and discuss his
experiences as a new American citizen and his life and career in
France and the United States from his latest book, "J'aurais voulu
être Français." $5 donation requested. Program begins at 7 p.m. Wine and dessert reception to
follow. Sponsored by Alexandria-Caen Sister Cities Committee. To RSVP, please visit:
FranceAmerique.eventbrite.com.
Thursday, December 8 – Music in the Gallery: Children's Chorus of Washington
The Athenaeum, 201 Prince Street
Widely recognized as one of the country’s leading youth choruses, CCW provides outstanding
choral music education to young vocalists, ages 6-18, from throughout metropolitan Washington,
DC, regardless of their background, economic status, or prior experience. From its first year as a

single chorus of 70 children to its current configuration of five auditioned performing ensembles
comprised of 165 students, CCW has provided exemplary choral music training to more than
2,500 young people. Emphasizing artistic excellence, personal responsibility, and teamwork,
CCW’s choral programs foster students’ growth as young musicians and leaders. Join us for this
special performance at the Athenaeum. Admission $20 per person. 7:30 p.m. For more
information, please visit www.nvfaa.org or call 703.548.0035.
Saturday, December 10 – Civil War Christmas in Camp
Fort Ward Museum & Historic Site, 4301 West Braddock Road
Interpretive holiday event features a Union patriotic Santa Claus,
soldiers in winter camps, and a Victorian tree in the Museum.
Visit the Officers' Hut decorated for the season, and tour the
historic fort with a soldier. Children can make a period holiday
card or ornament. Program is weather dependent. Suggested
donation $2 per person; $5 for families. 12 to 4 p.m. For more
information, please call 703.746.4848 or visit www.fortward.org.
Saturday, December 10 – Friendship Firehouse Ornament Decorating Activity
Friendship Firehouse Museum, 105 South Alfred Street
Come create and take home decorations and craft projects inspired by early firefighting history.
They will make great gifts for the holidays, or any time of year! This is not a drop-off activity, but a
joint program for ages 4 to 10 and their caregivers. Children and caregivers will work on crafts and
visit the historic firehouse together. $5 fee per child includes a craft and ornament kit, and
museum admission, with a $2 fee per adults. Tickets must be purchased for in advance for both
adults and children. As space is limited, pre-purchased timed-tickets are required. Times available
are: 10 a.m., 10:30, 11, 11:30, Noon, 12:30 p.m. For more information, please call 703.746.4994,
or 703.746.3891.
Saturday, December 10 – Historic Alexandria Candlelight Tours
Gadsby’s Tavern Museum, 134 North Royal Street
Travel through centuries of local history as you learn more about Alexandria during the holiday
season at Carlyle House, Gadsby's Tavern Museum, Old Presbyterian Meeting House and the LeeFendall House. Enjoy each site by candlelight, smell seasonal greenery, sip on drinks and taste
period inspired food. Seasonal libations will be available for purchase. Please note that this event
is one night only. Tickets are priced at: Adults $25; Seniors (65 years and older) and Active Military
$20; Children (ages 6-17) $5. 4 to 9 p.m. For more information, please call 703.746.4242.

Sunday, December 11 – Music in the Gallery: Mount Vernon
Flutes
The Athenaeum, 201 Prince Street
The Mount Vernon Flutes have been an Athenaeum favorite for
many years! They will perform classic holiday songs in our gallery.
Join us for this wonderful performance and get in the holiday
spirit. .Free! 2 p.m. For more information, please visit
www.nvfaa.org or call 703.548.0035.
Sunday, December 11 – Colonial Handbell Ringers Concert
The Lyceum, Alexandria’s History Museum, 201 South Washington Street
The holidays bring out the child in all of us, and what better way to celebrate the season than
with the FREE Colonial English Handbell Ringers "Young at Heart" Holiday Concert at The Lyceum,
Alexandria’s History Museum. The Colonial English Handbell Ringers perform clad in colonial
attire, bringing a 5-octave set of nearly 80 handbells from the world-famous Whitechapel foundry
in London. Featuring youthful Yuletide classics such as "Frosty the Snowman" and the original
"Away in a Jingle," some traditional favorites, as well as selections from The Grinch Who Stole
Christmas, The Wizard of Oz and even Looney Toons, this concert is certainly a show to make you
smile! There are also some beautiful new selections this year, such as "Prayer" from Hansel and
Gretel and of course, our traditional Sing-A-Long! We are sure "yule" love it! Identical
performances at both 2 PM and also 4 PM. Free concert – first come, first served. No reservations
and seating capacity is limited. For more information, please visit www.colonialringers.com or call
703.746.4994.
Monday, December 12 – Alexandria-Caen Sister City Committee
Alexandria City Hall, Sister Cities Conference Room 1101, 301 King Street
Regular monthly meeting.Free. 7 p.m. For more information, please call 703.746.4554.
Now on Exhibit – Color Disorder
The Athenaeum, 201 Prince Street
Color Disorder is a joint exhibition of artists Katie Baines and Amy Chan. It will be a collaborative
project intended to explore the intersections between their studio practices through a series of
around 10–12 new paintings. Both artists use diverse painting materials such as acrylic, gouache,
airbrush and screen print to build energized abstract paintings. Baines and Chan share an interest
in color palettes that evoke meaning and the use of meticulous brushstrokes to convey control in
an otherwise uncertain process. Free! Open Thursday through Sunday, 12 Noon to 4 p.m. For
more information, please visit www.nvfaa.org or call 703.548.0035.

Now on Exhibit – Medical Care for the Civil War Soldier
Fort Ward Museum, 4301 West Braddock Road
To learn more about the surgical procedures and medical
equipment used in the PBS series, Mercy Street, come to Fort
Ward Museum and see a variety of medical tools, instruments,
equipment and images from the Museum’s Civil War collection. A
number of surgical instruments displayed in this exhibit relate to
some of the procedures already depicted in Mercy Street, such as: a trephine used to drill into the
skull, a surgeon’s amputation kit, a tourniquet, a tenaculum used to tie off arteries, suture
needles, a forceps and scalpels. Several examples of medicine tins are included which held
contents like chloroform for anesthesia, cholera mix for digestive illnesses, and quinine to relieve
fevers and other ailments. Examples of small pocket surgical kits and a surgeon’s field case are
included, as well as arm and leg splints and a crutch. Free! Tuesday through Saturday from 10 am
to 5 p.m., and Sundays from noon to 5 p.m. For more information, please call 703.746.4848 or
visit www.fortward.org.
Now on Exhibit – Hotel vs. Hospital
Gadsby’s Tavern Museum, 134 North Royal Street
Learn the story of the fine hotel industry in Alexandria and how it quickly changed after the Civil
War began. The City Hotel (today part of Gadsby’s Tavern Museum at 134 North Royal Street) was
the only major hotel in Alexandria to remain open during the entirety of the war. The two other
fine hotels in town, Mansion House (transformed into a massive Civil War hospital) and Marshall
House (site of the first Northern and Southern deaths due to violence in the Civil War), had
closed. Guests will discover how tavern keeper Samuel Heflebower was able to remain in business
as he catered to the new customers arriving in Alexandria.
For more information, please call 703.746.4242.
Now on Exhibit – Who These Wounded Are: The Extraordinary
Stories of the Mansion House Hospital
Carlyle House Historic Park, 121 North Fairfax Street
Come see the site that inspired Mercy Street, the new PBS’ series
inspired by real events that took place at Carlyle House. The sixepisode program revolves around the doctors, nurses, and
patients of Mansion House Hospital, a former luxury hotel owned
by James Green, a prominent Alexandria businessman who
resided in Carlyle House.
James Green purchased Carlyle House and the adjacent Bank of Alexandria in 1848. While living in
Carlyle House with his family, he converted the Bank Building into the successful Mansion House
Hotel. The hotel thrived, and Green expanded it in the 1850s. In November of 1861, the Union
Army took over both the hotel and the mansion, turning the hotel into a hospital and the house
into doctor and officer housing. The new exhibit recreates the days of Union occupation and tells
the true stories of those who lived and worked here during the war. This is where Mercy Street

really happened. Tuesday through Saturday 10 am to 4 p.m.; Sunday, 12 to 4 p.m. For further
information please visit www.carlylehouse.org or call 703.549.2997.
Now on Exhibit – The Lyceum: 175 Years of Local History
The Lyceum, Alexandria’s History Museum, 201 South Washington Street
This new exhibition highlights the history of The Lyceum, as well as its role today as a place for
exploring Alexandria’s past. On view in the museum’s Coldsmith Gallery, the historical objects and
images featured represent The Lyceum, the community at work, and commemorations and
celebrations. Throughout the exhibition, visitors are invited to “be the curator” and think about
why the various artifacts are in museum’s collection, and about how these tangible
representatives of the past help tell the story of Alexandria’s history.
Museum visitors can also explore artifacts relating to commemorating or celebrating something
important in someone’s life, or that serve as a memento representing an organization, business,
or event. For example, five World War II service medals from a local soldier are on view, as well as
a china pitcher promoting William Henry Harrison’s campaign for the presidency, and a colorful
hand-worked quilt commemorating the Bicentennial of the American Revolution in 1976. The
Lyceum: 175 Years of Local History includes a variety of items providing a glimpse into different
types of work in Alexandria since the community was founded in the 18th century. Objects range
from circa 1796 wares marked by Alexandria silversmith Adam Lynn, a circa 1880 dresser
manufactured by James F. Muir and Brothers, to a collage of original photographs – circa 1970 -documenting the Alexandria, Barcroft & Washington Rapid Transit Company.
Open Monday through Saturday 10 am to 5 p.m. and Sundays 1 to 5 p.m. For more information
call 703.746.4994, or visit www.alexandriahistory.org.
Now on Exhibit – Journey to Be Free: Alexandria Freedmen's
Cemetery
Alexandria Black History Museum, 902 Wythe Street
A new exhibit tracing the 150-year history of the long-forgotten
Freedmen’s Cemetery, its rediscovery and how the new
Contrabands and Freedmen’s Cemetery Memorial was created at
the site. Free, but donations are appreciated. Tuesday to
Saturday: 10 am to 4 p.m., Sunday and Monday: Closed. For more
information, please call 703.746.4356.
Now on Exhibit – Their Fates Intertwined: The Lees of Alexandria
in the War of 1812
Lee-Fendall House and Gardens, 614 Oronoco Street
A new exhibit on the experiences of the Lee family in Alexandria
during the War of 1812 examines the contributions of
Alexandria’s citizens during the conflict that led to the writing of our national anthem through the
lives of this iconic Virginia family. For more information, please visit www.leefendallhouse.org or
call 703.548.1789.

THIS WEEK IN HISTORIC ALEXANDRIA
On December 9, 1839, the first lecture program was performed at
Alexandria’s newly-built center for adult learning and knowledge, The
Lyceum. The Alexandria Lyceum was founded a year earlier by a group of
well-educated local men with an interest in improving public educational
and cultural opportunities throughout the community. In early 1839, the
group joined with the Alexandria Library to construct a new home for both
organizations. This historic site has also served as a Civil War hospital ward,
a private residence, the Chamber of Commerce, and the Nation’s first
Bicentennial Visitor’s Center. Today, as the city’s history museum, the site
offers exhibitions, public programs, a museum store, and facility rentals.

ON SALE NOW
The Office of Historic Alexandria is pleased to announce that this year’s
Historic Alexandria commemorative ornament features the historic StablerLeadbeater Apothecary Museum, located at 105 S. Fairfax Street.
Established as an Apothecary business by Edward Stabler in Alexandria in
1792, the Apothecary Museum today includes two commercial buildings
that were used as a pharmacy and wholesale drug business from 1805 until
1933. 2016 marks ten years of ownership and operation by the City of
Alexandria, Office of Historic Alexandria. The Apothecary Museum
welcomes more than 15,000 visitors annually and hosts an array of public
programs and specialty tours. To order this, and other collectible
ornaments created by the Office of Historic Alexandria from previous years,
please click here.

