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CHARLES BARRETT ELEMENTARY WALKABOUT DETAILS

Å Date: May 16, 2017

Å Observation: Arrival

Å Participants: 

Å Toole Design Group staff

Å City of Alexandria Transportation Planning staff

Å Alexandria Bicycle & Pedestrian Advisory Committee members

Å Charles Barrett staff and administrators

Å Charles Barrett parents 

Å Purpose:

Å Observe school arrival process

Å Evaluate school-zone infrastructure

Å Assess existing Safe Routes to School programming
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Note: At the time of the Walkabout, Martha Custis Drive had just been repaved and was 

missing standard pavement markings. The pavement markings have since been reapplied.
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OVERVIEW OF CHARLES BARRETT ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

501
Total students

Average of ñto schoolò and ñfrom schoolò modes

as reported in 2014 Student Travel Tallies.
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STUDENT DISTANCE FROM SCHOOL DETAIL

Distance
Percentage

of Students

¼ mile 4%

½ mile 19%

1 mile 35%

2 miles 25%

>2 miles 17%

The hollow circle on the map represents 

a direct distance buffers from the 

school. The colored polygons show the 

distance along the road network.

As reported in 2016 Parent Survey (n=54)



EXISTING CONDITIONS
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Fall 2014 Student Travel Tallies

TRAVEL PATTERNS
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Fall 2016 Parent Survey
(n=54)

TRAVEL PATTERNS (cont.)
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Issues reported to affect the decision to not allow a child to walk or bike 

to/from school by parents of children who do not walk or bike to/from school
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Crossing Guards

Convenience of Driving

Child's Participation in After School Programs

Violence or Crime

Weather or climate

Adults to Bike/Walk With

Time

Sidewalks or Pathways

Speed of Traffic Along Route

Safety of Intersections and Crossings

Amount of Traffic Along Route

Distance

Percent of Responses

Top 3 issues:

- Distance (70%)

- Amount of traffic 

along route (63%)

- Safety of 

intersections and

crossings (63%)
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PEDESTRIAN NETWORK

SidewalksïThere are sidewalks 

on both sides of W Glebe Road, 

Martha Custis Drive and Valley 

Drive. Not all neighborhood streets 

have sidewalks on both sides, and 

some are missing sidewalks 

entirely. 

CrosswalksïThere are two raised 

crosswalks with high visibility 

markings in front of the school; one 

at the front entrance and the other 

in front of the parent drop off area. 

A few intersections within a ¼ mile 

of the school lack marked 

crossings. 

Curb rampsïCurb ramps at the 

intersections closest to the school 

meet current ADA requirements, 

but other curb ramps in the vicinity 

do not.
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BICYCLING NETWORK

Martha Custis / Valley Drives 

ïTwo lane roadways with on-

street parking and shared lane 

markings used by adult 

commuter bicyclists. Students 

that bicycle to school use the 

sidewalks.

W Glebe Road ïFour lane 

roadway with shared lane 

markings in outside lanes; 

important link to Four Mile Run 

Trail.

Residential Streets ïSome 

residential streets near the 

school with low traffic volumes 

and speeds may be suitable for 

older students to bicycle.


