
 

   

On-Street Bicycle Lanes 
Bicycle lanes provide a dedicated space on the roadway for 
one-way bicycle travel and encourage predictable movement. 
Widths of 5 to 6 feet are most comfortable. Narrow bike 
lanes next to parking are not preferred. Bicycle lanes are best 
on streets with heavy traffic, arterials and boulevards. Some 
cities are experimenting with dedicated bicycle-bus lanes 
where on-street travel lanes may be shared by transit vehicles 
and bicycles. 

     

Crossings and Intersections 
Bicycle markings are generally not carried through intersec-
tions or across pedestrian crosswalks. However, “bicycle 
boxes” help protect bicycles at intersections by cueing them 
to the front of traffic. These boxes also provide added buffer 
for pedestrians. Short traffic signal cycles benefit both bicy-
clists and pedestrians. Bicycle lanes may be colorized for 
safety in conflict areas around intersections. Where key bicy-
cle connections exist in parking lots, lanes may be designated 
but must be maintained often. 

     

 
Shared Lane Markings, Signage and Bicycle Routes 
Shared lane markings (“sharrows”) are placed in a travel lane 
to encourage bicycles to ride outside the door zone of parked 
cars. Bicycle routes are designated on streets to narrow for 
bicycle lanes but good for bicycling. New bicycle route signs 
show directions and distance. They are placed only at deci-
sion points. Bicycling should be discouraged on sidewalks in 
business districts and only allowed if adequate width. Bicy-
cle routes should not lead bicyclists onto sidewalks, particu-
larly against the flow of traffic. 

     

Shared Use Paths 
Shared use paths often parallel high speed roads in access 
controlled environments. Paths can provide scenic and direct 
routes of travel. Widths can vary but must accommodate 
many users and modes. Where paths intersect with roadways, 
ramps and signage should be provided. Grade separated 
crossings are often huge obstacles – bridges may be too nar-
row and tunnels can be intimidating if poorly designed and/
or maintained improperly. 

     

 
Parking 
Bicycle racks should support a bicycle in at least two places, 
allowing the frame and wheels to be locked using a U-lock or 
cable lock. An “inverted U” is the preferred rack. Racks 
should prevent the wheel of a bicycle from tipping and be 
durable and securely anchored. Racks should be placed in 
visible locations (covered if possible) and should not im-
peded pedestrian traffic. Racks should be located 36” away 
from either parallel or perpendicular walls. 
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