
July 28, 2009
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TO: Mayor and City Council <1 ~ ~:
Alexandria, Virginia ~

SUBJECT: Letter of Transmittal for Neighborhood Petition on Holmes Run Bank 1L
Restoration / Stabilization and Proposed Crossing I <,

A~1
'"\The Honorable William D. Euille:

~
The purpose of the attached petition is to ensure that the position of Alexandria's West J
End Communities of Dowden Terrace and Seminary West on the subject project are S/V
recognized and understood. There have been three public presentations on the City's /
developing plans for this project. These meetings have been welcomed and well attende .
Another public meeting is planned for September 2009. 'i)
Our desire at this time is to express the neighborhood's concerns and position as stated in Vol
the petition. That is, in summary, if a crossing is deemed absolutely necessary by the City J
at this highly sensitive floodplain location, that it will neither contribute to nor cause in
any way, Holmes Run flooding by impeding the flow of the stream, that the remaining
open green space be conserved, and the stream bank along the green space be restored
and stabilized.

Thank you very much for this opportunity to bring our concerns before your office, the
members of the City Council, and members of the city staff.

Appreciatively,

~W.'ma.dkv
James W. Madden
6207 Holmes Run Parkway
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Neighborhood Petititm te Refuse CrossiBg ofH6I1DeSRUB- JUBeZOO9

Over the past few years the banks along Holmes Run, particularly the east side of
Holmes Run from the City - County line to Dora Kelley Park and adjacent to the
Dowden Terrace residential neigllborhood (the "Subject Area"), have been seriously
eroding. This area has been transposed from a tree-lined stream with a large open
green space to treeless stream bank with a significantly less green space. The cause
of this erosion includes, but is not limited to the unregulated flow from the dam at
Lake Barcroft, only a mile upstream. Development and runoff from surrounding
streets co.ntrihuteAlso.Ih.esituatio.n continues to be a concern as both banks of
Holmes Run have lost many of the bordering mature trees and plant undergrowth
that had helped keep the banks in place during the flooding of the Run in major
rainstorms.

This erosion recently accelerated with the installation in Fairfax County of a
permanent, wide, hard-scaped pathway on the opposing bank of the Subject Area,
which also involved the removal of trees and plantings, as well as loss of permeable
soil.

The City of Alexandria is now considering the installation of a permanent crossing
of Hotmes Ibm in the Subject Area to cennectwith tile Fairfax CUWlty path.

The undersigned, home owners in the Dowden Terrace Neighborhood adjacent to
and affected by the proposed crossing, have indicated by their signatures below,
that they are opposed to any structure that would in any way impede the flow of
Holmes ~ and aU upon theCity of AlexaRdriawamsene the re!9iDiBggreen
space of the open park area and to take all necessary and immediate steps to rebuild
and stabilize the Subject Area to prevent further erosion and damage.
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Neighborhood Petition to Refuse Crossing of Holmes Run - June 2009 (Continued)
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Neighborhood Petition to Refuse Crossing of Holmes Run - June 2009 (Continued)
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Neighborhood Petition to Refuse Crossing of Holmes Run - June 2009 (Continued)
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Neighborhood Petition to Refuse Crossing of Holmes Run - June 2009 (Continued)

NAME (print)

I!JuFf ~(TWMS

;/Lt!J/J1M Y
GZJ; Ohft1)~~

ADDRESS ~GNATUREc

t(2D f 1/11-77VU (F
4-tt~L01- 2,2.JII-I/2.0

J"<gS3 .J;.orlJ ~
~

AA:Xdl7r:/rla V!l;2023 /t

5


