
CITY OF ALEXANDRIA 

TRAFFIC AND PARKING BOARD PUBLIC HEARING 

MONDAY APRIL 25, 2016 7:30 P.M. 

301 KING STREET, 2nd FLOOR 

COUNCIL CHAMBERS 
 

D O C K E T 

 
 

1. Announcement of deferrals and withdrawals.    
 

2. Approval of the March 28, 2016 Traffic and Parking Board meeting minutes. 
 

3. PUBLIC COMMENT 
 

 PUBLIC HEARING: 

 

4. ISSUE: Consideration of a request to install “No Parking Here to Corner” sign on the 

west side of the entrance of Harborside at 2 Wolfe Street. 

 

5. ISSUE:  Consideration of requests to: 

 Remove one travel lane in each direction along North Van Dorn Street between Braddock 

Road and Menokin Drive; and 

 Reduce the speed limits on North Van Dorn Street from 35mph to 25mph between 

Braddock Road and southern most driveway to Park Place Condominiums; 

 

6. ISSUE: Consideration of a request to change the time limit at the 400 block of East 

Braddock Road from 30 minutes parking to 15 minutes parking. 

 

7. ISSUE: Consideration of a request to (1) add two hour, 8 AM to 5 PM, Monday 

through Friday, residential restrictions on the south side of the 300 block of 

East Glebe and (2) expand the boundaries of Residential Permit Parking 

District 11 to include the north side of the 300 block of East Glebe. 

 

8. ISSUE: Consideration of a request to reserve parking for food trucks at the following 

locations: 

 

 North West Street at the Braddock Road Metro 

 900 North Fairfax Street 

 2200 Eisenhower Avenue 

 1700 King Street 

 300 Madison Street 

 

 

 

            STAFF REPORTS AND UPDATES: 

 



City of Alexandria, Virginia 
________________ 

 

MEMORANDUM 
 

 

 

DATE: APRIL 25, 2016 

 

TO:  MEMBERS OF THE TRAFFIC AND PARKING BOARD 

 

FROM: T&ES STAFF 

 

SUBJECT: DOCKET ITEM # 5 

__________________________________________________________ 
 

ISSUE: Consideration of requests to: 

 Remove one travel lane in each direction along North Van Dorn Street between Braddock 

Road and Menokin Drive; and 

 Reduce the speed limits on North Van Dorn Street from 35mph to 25mph between 

Braddock Road and southern most driveway to Park Place Condominiums; 

 

APPLICANT: T&ES Staff 

 

LOCATION: North Van Dorn Street between Braddock Road and Menokin Drive 

 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION:  That the Board:  

 Recommend to the Director of T&ES to remove one travel lane in each direction along 

North Van Dorn Street between Braddock Road and Menokin Drive;  

 Recommend to the City Manager to reduce the speed limits on North Van Dorn Street 

from 35mph to 25mph between Braddock Road and Menokin Drive 

 

DISCUSSION:  North Van Dorn Street is being resurfaced in spring 2016 and due to previous 

requests for traffic calming, the roadway was evaluated for Complete Street improvements along 

the corridor.  Community concerns identified through a number of community meetings for this 

roadway included: 

 Difficult pedestrian crossings at bus stops and intersections; 

 Excessive vehicle speeds; 

 ADA upgrades needed along corridor; 

 No bicycle facilities provided; 

 Need for dedicated left turn lanes along corridor 

 

Staff collected data in order to determine options that were feasible for this type of roadway.  

Staff worked with the community address these concerns through the development of a proposal 

intended to improve safety and access along the corridor for all roadway users. 



Proposed Roadway Improvements 

The proposed plan is intended to provide safer pedestrian crossing with ADA compliant 

upgrades, reduced vehicle speeds and safe bicycle facilities along the corridor. The plan will be 

implemented in two phases, with the first phase to include improvements on Van Dorn Street 

from the intersection of Braddock Road and Van Dorn Street to just prior to the intersection of 

Menokin and Van Dorn Street.  The second phase involves improvements at the intersection of 

Van Dorn Streets and Menokin Street, with a new traffic signal to improve travel times and to 

enhance safety. More design is needed on the intersection improvements for the second phase, 

and these changes will be brought before the Traffic and Parking Board for consideration at a 

future meeting. The following is a detailed description of the first phase which is for Board 

consideration: 

 

PHASE 1 

- Reconfiguration of the Braddock Road and North Van Dorn Street intersection (Figure 1) 

o Removal of the westbound to northbound free right turn from Braddock Road to 

North Van Dorn Street; 

o Installation of lane designation markings to better inform drivers at intersections; 

o Reconfiguration of the northbound to eastbound free right turn from North Van 

Dorn Street to Braddock Road to slow turning vehicles; 

o Installation of a protected bike lane from westbound Braddock Road to 

northbound to North Van Dorn Street; 

o Construction of ADA compliant curb ramps. 

- Installation of a crosswalk and ADA compliant bus pad for the bus stop along the King 

Street Service Road approaching Menokin Drive (Figure 2) 

- Removal of one travel lane in each direction along North Van Dorn Street between 

Braddock Road and Menokin Drive (Figure 3) 

o Installation of a center left turn lane for the northbound section of the roadway 

where turns are possible; 

o Installation of buffered bicycle lanes in each direction along North Van Dorn 

Street where roadway space permits and standard bike lanes where space does not 

allow for a buffer; 

o Installation of crosswalks with pedestrian refuge islands at three locations along 

the corridor, including both bus stops and the crossing to the Church (Figure 4). 

 

- Improved streetscape with new trees and pervious space. 

- Reduce the speed limit along North Van Dorn Street from 35mph to 25mph between 

Braddock Road and the western-most driveway to Park Place Condominiums.  

 

PHASE 2 (future Board approval)  

- Reconfiguration of the Menokin Drive and North Van Dorn intersection (Figure 2) 

o Removal of the southbound to westbound free right turn from Menokin Drive 

onto North Van Dorn Street;  

o Installation of a new traffic signal with pedestrian countdown signals and an 

exclusive pedestrian phase at Menokin Drive and North Van Dorn Street; 

o Installation of a new sidewalk along Menokin Drive and North Van Dorn Street; 

o Installation of new crosswalks across Menokin Drive and North Van Dorn Street. 



 

 

Data Collection  

Data was collected to determine the feasibility of removing a travel lane in each direction along 

North Van Dorn Street.  The AM peak hour vehicle volume was 605 vehicles (northbound) and 

the PM was 507 vehicles (southbound).  The average weekday volume was 6,900 cars per day 

with 3,700 in the southbound direction and 3,200 in the northbound direction.  A Federal 

Highway Administration (FHWA) study showed that a road diet is feasible on roadways with at 

or less than 750 vehicles in the peak hour in each direction and that a road diet has shown to be 

effective on roadways with up to 23,000 vehicles per day
1
.  Both of these criteria are met for  

North Van Dorn Street, between Braddock Road and Menokin Drive. (Figure 5). 

 

The impact on the travel time delays and intersection level-of-service was also analyzed by staff. 

The analysis determined there are no significant increases to travel time delays (no more than 30 

seconds in either direction in the peak hour) and no deterioration in the level-of-service at the 

intersections of North Van Dorn Street with Braddock Road, Menokin Drive, and King Street 

with the proposed improvements. 

 

Speed was collected along the section of the roadway currently signed as 25mph, and 85
th

 

percentile speeds were recorded at 37mph.   The proposed speed limit change is due to the 

proposed roadway configuration.   The speed limit would remain 35mph south of Braddock 

Road where the roadway is designed for that particular speed.  With the road diet north of 

Braddock Road, the street would be designed for 25mph instead of 35mph.Within the project 

area, there were 133 crashes in the project area over the past ten years.  Braddock Road at North 

Van Dorn Street experienced 77 crashes during this time frame.  

 

Public Outreach 

The project began on October 22, 2015 when staff attended a Homeowners’ Association (HOA) 

meeting with the Park Place Condominiums residents and gathered input on the issues and 

concerns with this roadway.  Park Place is the only property along this corridor with 

homeowners, and the street does not fall within a civic association.  Based on the feedback from 

this meeting, staff returned on January 28, 2016 to present two options to the HOA.  Based on 

the feedback from this meeting and from a meeting with representatives from Fairlington United 

Methodist church and preschool located at 3900 King Street, staff moved forward with 

development of the plan being presented to the Traffic and Parking Board.  On March 15, 2016, 

the City held a public meeting at the Fairlington United Methodist Church to present the 

proposed plan and get community input.  The plan was well received, and staff modified the plan 

slightly based on input provided during this meeting.  Information was conveyed to the public 

via a project website, Alexandria eNews, project emails to residents to who signed up to receive 

project specific information, notification to the property manager who sent meeting notifications 

to all residents of Park Place Condominiums, notification to Seminary Hill Civic Association 

which is adjacent to this roadway and a project briefing to the Alexandria Bicycle and Pedestrian 

Advisory Committee (BPAC).   Letters of support for this project were submitted by the 

Fairlington United Methodist Church (Attachment 1),the Fairlington Preschool (Attachment 2) 

and BPAC (Attachment 3).  

                                                 
1
 Road Diet Informational Guide: FHWA Safety Guide; http://safety.fhwa.dot.gov/road_diets/info_guide/rdig.pdf 



 

Evaluation 

Subject to approval by the Traffic and Parking Board, staff will evaluate the changes to North 

Van Dorn Street.   In fall 2016, data will be collected to determine if speeds have been reduced 

along the corridor.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Figure 1 – Braddock Road at North Van Dorn S

treet 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 2 – Menokin Drive at North Van Dorn Street and at King Street Service Road 

Existing 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 3 – Proposed Roadway Design 

Existing 

 

 

Phase 2  

Phase 1  



 
 

 



Figure 5 – Typical cross section at bus stop 

 
 

 

 

 

 



 

Figure 5 – Example 4 to 3 lane conversion concept examples  

 

 



Attachment 1 – Letter of Support from Fairlington United Methodist Church 

 

 
 



Attachment 2 - Letter of Support from Fairlington Preschool 

 
 



Attachment 3 – Letter of Support from Alexandria Bicycle and Pedestrian Advisory Committee 

 

 


