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Overall Design_Palettes_color

APPROVAL STATUS

No final approval

OPEN SASAKI TASKS

Provide "wrap-up" and specs for City 
approval

OPEN CITY TASKS
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Overall Design_Palettes_typography
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Overall Design_Palettes_symbols

APPROVAL STATUS

No final approval

OPEN SASAKI TASKS

Need water taxi
Need historic site
Square vs. Round

OPEN CITY TASKS
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APPROVAL STATUS
Not approved

OPEN SASAKI TASKS

Produce final art

OPEN CITY TASKS:

Overall City Emblem

A. "woodcut" flavor B. "engraved" flavor

precedent images, "Woodcut" flavor
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Overall System at a glance
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Overall Sign_location_plan_citywide

APPROVAL STATUS
Not approved

OPEN SASAKI TASKS

Complete entry of all DR signs into 
GIS

OPEN CITY TASKS:
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Overall Sign_location_plan_Phase1

APPROVAL STATUS

Not approved

OPEN SASAKI TASKS

Update/input Proposed Signs into 
GIS

OPEN CITY TASKS:
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HG_Highway_guide_I495_Washington StFuture Phases

Westbound
Exit 177C Washington Street

OPEN CITY TASKS 
PZ – forward info to ACVA (and 

others?) for 
review/comment

OPEN SASAKI TASKS
Sasaki – confirm information from 

VDOT re cost and process 
for getting new signs.
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HG_Highway_guide_I495_Washington StFuture Phases

Westbound
Exit 177C Washington Street

OPEN SASAKI TASKS

Formal recommendation on 177C 
signs
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HG_Highway_guide_I495_Route1Future Phases

Eastbound
Exit 177B  Route 1
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HG_Highway_guide_I395_King StFuture Phases

Southbound Exit 5

Delete existing sign

Replace existing 
sign
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Future Phases

Northbound Exit 5  King St 

SASAKI OPEN ITEMS

HG_Highway_guide_I395_King St

Replace existing 
sign
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HG_Highway_guide_I395 Duke StFuture Phases

Sign Locations / Designated Exits

395

Northbound / Southbound
Exit 3A  Duke St / Landmark

Old Town Alexandria not signed
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HG_Highway_guideFuture Phases

Sign Locations / Designated Exits
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X Prefer the alternative with the 
emblem on the brick portion. Prefer 
the contrast provided by the 
granite/pre-cast.

Ensure that the type/color brick 
proposed is appropriate 

X Since “Welcome” is included in 
the large text, maybe it should be 
removed from the emblem? 

X Proportions on slide 10 do seem 
squat, but slide 13 seems too long. 

Next Steps:
Resolve whether to include “City 
of” in front of Alexandria or not. 

Check Turkey Run NPS sign to see if 
66sf size constraint applies to the 
sign face only, not the supporting 
structure.

CG1_Gateway_WashingtonStFuture Phases
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CG1_Gateway_WashingtonStFuture Phases
X Show what the back of the sign 
will look like – modulations…? 

X If needed, propose sign larger 
than NPS preference --- Show a size 
in between slide 10 and 13 (longer 
than 11’, shorter than 22’).  

X Explore metal as a possible 
background material for the 
Welcome to Alexandria text ( iron, 
copper, or similar)?

X Try adding a brick border on the 
side of the sign that is not currently 
“closed”

Once design is mostly resolved, plan 
on mockups  - digital print on 
banner or paper on plywood to test 
size.
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CG1_Gateway_WashingtonStFuture Phases
X Investigate siting the sign on a 
berm and playing with the 
proportions, to comply within the 
NPS limits of 66 sf.
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CG1_Gateway_WashingtonSt
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CG1_Gateway_WashingtonSt
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CG2/3_Gateway_citywideFuture Phases

APPROVAL STATUS

OPEN SASAKI TASKS

Proceed w/two styles of lighting
(internal and external)

OPEN CITY TASKS:

CG2A CG2B CG3

?



A L E X A N D R I AC I T Y   O F 

W A Y F I N D I N G   D E S I G N

22

DM_district_markerFuture Phases

Comments: 
Like the increase in the size 
of the word Alexandria on 
the base of the sign
What does 6’ upper post 
and 8’ lower post mean?

back of sign
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DM_district_markerFuture Phases

X add a streetcar to Del Ray – was first 
streetcar suburb in America (1880’s)  
The highlight color on the current Del 
Ray banners is light green instead of 
yellow – does it make sense to use that 
to be consistent? 

X Eisenhower Valley should be 
redder than Old Town. 
Currently look the same color.

X Consider removing “to” so 
Welcome can be centered.

Consider removing the words 
“Welcome to” to allow for 
more flexibility in terms of 
where these signs are placed, 
ie, not at potentially 
disputable “border” locations 

X Parker-Gray image should 
reflect simpler row houses

Organize review by each district
(sim. Headers)

Detail: Parker –Gray icon style
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DR1_destination_directional_3.5"legendFuture Phases
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DR1_destination_directional_3.5"legendFuture Phases

Detail View

panel update strategy
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DR1_destination_directional_3.5"legendFuture Phases
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DR1_destination_directional_4"legendFuture Phases
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DR1_destination_directional_headersFuture Phases

APPROVAL STATUS

OPEN SASAKI TASKS

OPEN CITY TASKS:

Organize review by each district

Arlandria
Does the typeface feel 
appropriate for the area? 

Carlyle
Is there an "official" 
icon/illustration of the lion 
in circulation for the 
neighborhood? 
Question of Carlyle having 
an Art Deco architectural 
influence -- true or false? 

Delray
Is Art Deco stylization 
appropriate? 
Does color palette feel 
appropriate?
Alternatives instead of art 
deco:
Craftsman style?   
historic trolley car? (not 
shown because it visually 
competes with Art Deco 
style)

Eisenhower Valley
Does the color palette, 
typography and five star 
icons feel appropriate for 
the district?
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DR1_destination_directional_headersFuture Phases

APPROVAL STATUS

OPEN SASAKI TASKS

OPEN CITY TASKS:

Organize review by each district

Old Town 
Rosette symbol between 
words is meant to 
represent a decorative 
architectural element 
common to the area. Does 
it feel appropriate to the 
area? 
Does the lettering feel 
appropriate and/or 
historic? 
Would you prefer to see a 
more modern take on the 
district? 

Parker-Gray
Navy blue and white are 
Parker-Gray High School 
colors, athletic style 
typeface was chosen to 
celebrate that history. 
Aside from the Civil Rights-
related themes, are there 
any relevant icons or 
patterns that could be 
incorporated into the 
design? 

Potomac Yard 
Should typeface and colors 
match any of the other 
Potomac Yard branding 
efforts? 
Are there any historic 
images of the railyard that 
could be incorporated 
(image shown is 
placeholder only)? 
Does current design feel 
appropriate to the area?

West End
Placeholder icon is meant 
to represent a natural 
theme -- a flower, 
seedling, or woodcut 
ornament -- as the area is 
historically agricultural and 
woodsy, with parks and 
open space still covering 
large pieces of land. 
Should we continue 
refining this symbol along 
those lines? Any 
suggestions for species to 
consider?   
Does typeface and color 
scheme feel appropriate? 
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DR2_Destination_directional_secondaryVehicular

(40% smaller 
than A)

A

B
C

(20% smaller 
than A)

APPROVAL STATUS

Not shown yet !

OPEN SASAKI TASKS

OPEN CITY TASKS:
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PK1_Parking Identity_structurePhase 1 Old Town
X Remove the flourish 

X Explore adding an arrow to the 
bottom of the sign panel.

X Update sketches not currently 
consistent with proposed design.

Show dimensions of sign and 
indicate that they are two sided.

Establish guideline for ideal height 
of sign when there is not obvious 
placement.  
Sign should be placed no higher 
than X, no lower than X.  Final 
height should relate to the height 
of the entrance, not obscure 
important architectural qualities, 
and not be obscured by trees, signs, 
etc. 

X Explore and document proposed 
lighting strategy. Unobtrusive 
downwash LED’s.

Insert proposed sign placement 
locations into photo pages 
P&Z
***Catherine and Steve to review 
proposed locations.
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PK1_Parking Identity_structurePhase 1 Old Town
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PK1_Parking Identity_structurePhase 1 Old Town

S Union (betw. King & Prince): 2 facilities

N Union (betw. Cameron & Queen): 2 facilities
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PK1_Parking Identity_structurePhase 1 Old Town

N Union (betw. King & Cameron)

S Pitt (betw. King & Prince) N Alfred (betw. King & Cameron)

N Union (betw. King & Cameron) N Lee (betw. King & Cameron)
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PK1_Parking Identity_structurePhase 1 Old Town

Cameron (betw. Patrick & Henry)

S Alfred (betw. King & Prince) King @ Daingerfield

Daingerfield @ Prince
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PK1_Parking Identity_structurePhase 1 Old Town

Diagonal Reinekers Lane
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PK2_Parking Identity_surfacelotPhase 1 Old Town

APPROVAL STATUS

Approved if changes (below) made

OPEN SASAKI TASKS

Refine, eliminating swoosh

Version with arrow

Resolve lighting (external, washing 
down from LED strip)

Develop detail drawings, clarify 
frame in elevation

Show preferred location in 
photographs

OPEN CITY TASKS:

Explain that PRICING for lots not in 
project scope
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PK2_Parking Identity_surfacelotPhase 1 Old Town

The Strand (betw. Duke & Prince) S Union (betw. Duke & Prince)

N Fairfax (city hall) Queen (betw. Fairfax & Lee)
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PK2_Parking Identity_surfacelotPhase 1 Old Town

Cameron (betw. Royal & Pitt) Cameron & St Asaph

King (betw. Alfred & Patrick) Duke @ John Carlyle
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PK3a_Parking Trailblazer_large_horizontalPhase 1 Old Town

people like both the blue and the 
reddish brown background, 

slight preference for the blue to be 
consistent with the other signs in 
the system, and because the 
red/brown may blend too much 
with the brick of old town, and is 
more of a color used to denote 
historic/cultural attractions.  

X Ensure that the blue P 
background provides enough 
contrast to the other blue 
background of the sign. 

X eliminate “Market Square” from 
the sign, so that all signs are the 
same size?

X Update sign re comments above
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PK3b_Parking Trailblazer_small_verticalPhase 1 Old Town

APPROVAL STATUS

Approved if changes (below) made

OPEN SASAKI TASKS

Develop detail drawings

OPEN CITY TASKS:
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Parking TrailblazersPhase 1 Old Town

(35) Existing to be deleted

(39) Existing to be replaced

(6) New Signs

(6) Existing to remain
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APPROVAL STATUS

Overall concept design approved 
with refinements below

OPEN SASAKI TASKS

Proceed w/two styles of lighting
(internal and external)
Show precedents for both
Note: roof design will change on 
EXTERNAL LIT solution)

Layout of other sides: 
ATTRACTIONS, EVENTS, and 
HISTORY panels

Revise city emblem
Map design

OPEN CITY TASKS:

IK1_VisitorKiosk_freestandingPhase 1 Old Town
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IK1_VisitorKiosk_freestandingPhase 1 Old Town
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IK2_VisitorKiosk_wallmountedPhase 1 Old Town

APPROVAL STATUS

Overall concept design approved

OPEN SASAKI TASKS

investigate of lighting?
(internal and external)
Show precedents for both

Map design

OPEN CITY TASKS:
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IK3_VisitorKiosk_2-sidedPhase 1 Old Town

APPROVAL STATUS

New Sign

OPEN SASAKI TASKS

Map design

OPEN CITY TASKS:
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MAP DESIGNPhase 1 Old Town

APPROVAL STATUS

OPEN SASAKI TASKS

Add PARKS to listing of public 
attractions like Royal Street tot lot, 
Lee Street Playground, all 
Waterfront parks

OPEN CITY TASKS:
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too much like a military bar 
Consider one thicker green band, 
rather than two separate lines.

Review whether additional water-
related symbols (to refer to water 
taxi) might be appropriate on the 
signs pointing to the Waterfront. 

Add Torpedo Factory to list of 
destinations at Waterfront

Double check spelling and symbols 
(repeat “I” and “amtrack”)

Review Carlyle destinations 
(others?)

PD1_Pedestrian_Directional_pointerPhase 1 Old Town
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PD1_Pedestrian_Directional_pointerPhase 1 Old Town
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PD1_Pedestrian_Directional_pointerPhase 1 Old Town
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PD1_Pedestrian_Directional_pointerPhase 1 Old Town
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BP1_multiuse_trailFuture Phases

APPROVAL STATUS
Approved

Locations?
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OPEN SASAKI TASKS

Look at slide in mechanism vs. slat 
system

Add PARKS to listing of public 
attractions like Royal Street tot lot, 
Lee Street Playground, all 
Waterfront parks

MAP design – note what is shown is 
too dense/detailed, busy KEEP IT 
SIMPLE

OPEN CITY TASKS:

PD2_Mini_Kiosk Context Elevations
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Generic amenities listed (not 
businesses) by icon only

Businesses listed on A-frames

Mini-kiosks located every 
intersection

PD2_Mini_Kiosk Details
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PD2_Mini_Kiosk Context_(1) Union Street, (2) Lee Street
UNION STREET
< (Dine) (Shop)
< Torpedo Factory
< Archaeology Mus.(Museum)
< Freedom Park
< Water Taxi
___________________________
(Dine) (Shop) >
Jones Point > 

Waterfront: #  Blocks
(M) #  Blocks
(map)

LEE STREET
< (Dine) (Shop)
___________________________
Athenaeum > 

Waterfront: #  Blocks
(M) #  Blocks
(map)



A L E X A N D R I AC I T Y   O F 

W A Y F I N D I N G   D E S I G N

56

PD2_Mini_Kiosk Context_(3) Fairfax Street, (4) Royal Street
FAIRFAX  STREET
< (Shop)
< City Hall
___________________________
(Shop) >
(Mus) Stabler-Ledbetter 
Apothecary Museum > 
(Mus) Old Presb. 
Meeting House >

Waterfront: #  Blocks
(M) #  Blocks
(map)

ROYAL STREET
< (Dine) (Shop)
< Gadsby's Tavern (Mus) (Dine)
< City Hall
___________________________
< (Dine) (Shop)

Waterfront: #  Blocks
(M) #  Blocks
(map)
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PD2_Mini_Kiosk Context_(5) Pitt Street, (6) St Asaph Street
PITT  STREET
< (Dine) (Shop)
___________________________
(Dine) (Shop) >

Waterfront: #  Blocks
(M) #  Blocks
(map)

ST ASAPH STREET
< (Dine) (Shop)
< Little Theater of Alexandria
___________________________
< (Dine) (Shop)

Waterfront: #  Blocks
(M) #  Blocks
(map)
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PD2_Mini_Kiosk Context_(7) Washington Street, (8) Columbus Street
WASHINGTON  STREET
< (Dine) (Shop)
< Lee-Fendall House
< Barrett Library
< Old Christ Church
___________________________
(Dine) (Shop) >
US Bankruptcy Court >
The Lyceum >

Waterfront: #  Blocks
(M) #  Blocks
(map)

COLUMBUS STREET
< (Shop)
___________________________
(Shop) >

Waterfront: #  Blocks
(M) #  Blocks
(map)
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PD2_Mini_Kiosk Context_(9) Alfred Street, (10) Patrick Street
ALFRED  STREET
< (Shop)
___________________________
(Shop) >
Friendship Firehouse >

Waterfront: #  Blocks
(M) #  Blocks
(map)

PATRICK STREET
< (Shop)
___________________________
(Dine) >

Waterfront: #  Blocks
(M) #  Blocks
(map)
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PD2_Mini_Kiosk Context_(13) Payne Street, (14) West Street
PAYNE  STREET
Freedom House >

Waterfront: #  Blocks
(M) #  Blocks
(map)

WEST STREET
< (Dine) (Shop)
___________________________
(Shop) >

Waterfront: #  Blocks
(M) #  Blocks
(map)
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PD2_Mini_Kiosk Context_(15) Peyton Street, (16) Harvard Street
PEYTON  STREET
(Dine) (Shop) >

Waterfront: #  Blocks
(M) #  Blocks
(map)

HARVARD STREET

Waterfront: #  Blocks
(M) #  Blocks
(map)
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PD2_Mini_Kiosk Context_(17) Diagonal Rd, (18) Daingerfield / Commonwealth
DIAGONAL ROAD

Waterfront: #  Blocks
(M) #  Blocks
(map)

DAINGERFIELD 
COMMONWEALTH

Waterfront: #  Blocks
(M) #  Blocks
(map)
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PD2_Mini_Kiosk Context_Fairfax & Cameron, Royal & Cameron 
CAMERON
< (Dine) (Shop)

Waterfront: #  Blocks
(M) #  Blocks
(map)

CAMERON
< (Dine) (Shop)
___________________________
(Shop) >

Waterfront: #  Blocks
(M) #  Blocks
(map)
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PD2_Mini_Kiosk Context_Pitt & Cameron, Royal & Cameron 
CAMERON
(Dine) (Shop) >

Waterfront: #  Blocks
(M) #  Blocks
(map)
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Phase 1 Old Town PD2_PedestrianDirectional_MiniKiosk_option_C

Businesses are listed on 
separate 
A-frame sign

- Mini-Kiosks are located at 
wider intervals based on 
destinations

"Gorilla" post temporary
mounting system
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Option C -- Proposed location of Mini-kiosks showing concentration of visitor destinations

Phase 1 Old Town PD2_PedestrianDirectional_MiniKiosk_option_C
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DI1_destination_identity_attractionFuture Phases

APPROVAL STATUS

OPEN SASAKI TASKS

Change out "LYCEUM" message

DI-1A (two post) version feels too 
large for OLD TOWN (NPS/BAR)

OPEN CITY TASKS:
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DI2_destination_identity_cityservicesFuture Phases

APPROVAL STATUS

OPEN SASAKI TASKS

OPEN CITY TASKS:
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DI3_destination_identity_parksFuture Phases

APPROVAL STATUS

OPEN SASAKI TASKS

OPEN CITY TASKS:
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Neighborhood Identification Signs

Comparable examples from Arlington County

ND_Neighborhood_identity_guidelinesFuture Phases

APPROVAL STATUS

OPEN SASAKI TASKS

develop a basic framework and 
standards for size, location, text 
height, and materials 

to be consistent with the citywide 
wayfinding program

allowing individual neighborhoods 
to incorporate unique character 
within guidelines

Individual signs reviewed by the 
City for approval

OPEN CITY TASKS:

define neighborhood 
boundaries

administration of program



A L E X A N D R I AC I T Y   O F 

W A Y F I N D I N G   D E S I G N

71

Banner strategy: Outer corridors

Use large seasonal banners 
along major corridors 
(particularly those with 
high visitor count) to add 
color & visual consistency.

Extra tall banners will have 
greater impact & appear 
proportional to the poles 
on which they are 
mounted.  

This is also an opportunity 
to insert Alexandria 
identity in to otherwise 
less distinctive 
streetscapes.
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Banner strategy: Business District corridors

Use banners along Business 
District corridors (e.g. 
Mount Vernon Ave) to add 
color, visual consistency & 
energy.  

These will serve to identify, 
unify & celebrate the 
area.
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Banner strategy: Old Town

Current banners on King 
Street are smallish due to 
mounting limitations but 
are still effective as a 
festive, unifying graphic 
element, particularly at a 
pedestrian scale. 

RECOMMENDATION: 
Eliminate banners to 
reduce number of 
elements in King St 
streetscape.
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Neighborhood Identification Signs

IN interpretive templatesFuture Phases

APPROVAL STATUS

OPEN SASAKI TASKS

Adjust colors per Pam's comments

Adapt to new formats:
IK
PD2
IN1 (dimensions?)
IN3

OPEN CITY TASKS:
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Neighborhood Identification Signs

IN interpretive templatesFuture Phases

APPROVAL STATUS

OPEN SASAKI TASKS

Adjust colors per Pam's comments

Adapt to new formats:
IK
PD2
IN1 (dimensions?)
IN3

OPEN CITY TASKS:
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IN interpretive_structures/ground planeFuture Phases

APPROVAL STATUS

OPEN SASAKI TASKS

Recommend "wayside" style 
structure

Develop ground-plane (inset, 
sidewalks) design

OPEN CITY TASKS:

*
< in progress >


