


PREFACEPREFACE
• The City of Alexandria purchased four propertiesThe City of Alexandria purchased four properties 

along Mt. Vernon Avenue abutting Four Mile Run.  

• Three of the existing buildings were demolished 
and the remaining building was kept with the 

ti i ti th t it ld b difi d f blianticipation that it could be modified for public 
use in support of the Four Mile Run Park.

• At some point, the City determined that funding 
to rehabilitate the building was not possible and 
the alternative to demolish the building was 
contemplated. 



• A group of design professionals who live and work in g p g p
Arlington & Alexandria believes that there is a better 
alternative to demolishing this structure.

• The following are ideas of how this building and site 
can be renovated and reused to turn this otherwise 
blighted property into a facility that would serve the 
community and serve as a gateway into the Four 
Mile Run ParkMile Run Park.

• We are presenting this unsolicited, pro bono study to 
the City and Community for consideration.



4 MILE RUN MASTER PLAN



EXISTING SITE



EXISTING CONDITION



PROPOSALPROPOSAL

● Building to be renovated as a simple multi-● Building to be renovated as a simple, multi
purpose facility.

● Designed as a seasonal, fair-weather, day-
time use facility requiring no AC or heatingtime use facility requiring no AC or heating 
with limited electrical and water service. 

● Site work to use recycled materials and 
designed to be built in phases.g p



SITE CONCEPTSITE CONCEPT

● Create a new community plaza at the north● Create a new community plaza at the north 
side as series of linked “rooms” that can be 
developed in phasesdeveloped in phases.

● Fence between the site and the recreationalFence between the site and the recreational 
field will be removed.

● Gateway marker signposts at each end of the 
site along Mt Vernon Ave.g



PROPOSED SITE DESIGN



BUILDING INTERIORBUILDING INTERIOR
● Open north side of building (facing plaza) withOpen north side of building (facing plaza) with 

large opening for natural ventilation & light. 

R l t t i l i t th i t i● Relocate exterior mural into the interior.

● Remove ceiling paint walls seal concrete floor● Remove ceiling, paint walls, seal concrete floor 
slab.

R t R t f ADA li● Renovate Restrooms for ADA compliance.

● Add light tubes and skylights to bring daylight● Add light tubes and skylights to bring daylight 
into the interior. 



DURON BUILDING



FLOOR PLAN



DAYLIGHT HARVESTING



EXISTNG INTERIORS



PROPOSED RENOVATION



INDOOR PERFORMANCES



BARN 
DOORS



PROPOSED RENOVATION



CULTURAL EVENTS



BUILDING EXTERIORBUILDING EXTERIOR
● Building painted in bold colors and the walls used as g p

outdoor display space for art & information on the Four 
Mile Run Master Plan.

● Construct a new stage in front of the north opening 
with broad risers that can be used for seating.

● Stage is flanked by large corrugated steel cisterns to 
capture rainwater from the roof to for site irrigation.capture rainwater from the roof to for site irrigation. 
These tubes will also support a canopy over the stage.

Loading dock at east side ill be reconfig red for se● Loading dock at east-side will be reconfigured for use 
as secondary stage.



BUILDING AS ART & INFORMATION



BEFORE



POSSIBILITIES



LOADING DOCK



EXISTING NORTH SIDE



OUTDOOR PERFORMANCE



MIDNIGHT MOVIES



FRONT & CENTER



CISTERNS & STAGE



OUTDOOR PERFORMANCES



COMMUNITY PLAZA



BANNERS & SIGNPOSTS



NIGHT LIGHTING



NIGHT LIGHTING - TREES



NIGHT LIGHTING - BUILDING



LANDSCAPE  FEATURE



RAISED PLANTERS



SITE SUSTAINABILITY



RAIN GARDEN



RECYCLED  PAVING



PLAZA PAVING ALTERNATIVES



RECYCLED CONCRETE



COMMUNITY ART



ART SIGNPOSTS & ART WALK



EXISTING SITE



RENOVATION



OUTDOOR MARKET – YEAR 1



OUTDOOR MARKET – YEAR +5



ENDLESS POSSIBILITIES




