
 
 

DEPARTMENT OF PLANNING AND ZONING 
 301 King Street 
 Room 2100 Phone (703) 746-4666 
www.alexandriava.gov Alexandria, VA  22314 Fax (703) 838-6393 
 
 
 
August 28th, 2015 
 
Sent via E-Mail 
 
Mr. Duncan Blair 
Land, Carroll and Blair, PC 
524 King Street 
P.O. Box 19888 
Alexandria, VA  22314 
 
RE:  DSUP2014-0019 
1800 Mt Vernon Ave 
Preliminary Submission 
 
Dear Mr. Blair: 
 
This letter serves to inform you that the application you filed for the referenced Development 
Site Plan with Special Use Permit has been deemed complete.  Staff is now reviewing the 
application for preparation for the Planning Commission and City Council hearings currently 
scheduled for the November 2015 dockets. 
 
Within five working days of the date on this letter, the applicant is required to post the property 
on all street frontages with signs that meet the description on the attached sheet. The signs shall 
be maintained at the site until the end of the public hearing process for the proposed project. 
 
As part of the certification of written notice required by section 11-301(A)(3) of the Alexandria 
Zoning Ordinance, the applicant shall submit an affidavit to the Director of Planning & Zoning 
stating: (i) that the required signs have been posted; 

(ii) that such signs have, as of the date of the affidavit, remained on display; and 
(iii) that the applicant shall maintain such signs on display until the conclusion of the 
public hearing process. 

 
Notice of the public hearing is required to be mailed to adjacent property owners. Staff will work 
with the applicant to draft the notice language. 
 
In addition, please provide the following information (comments from the previous submission) 
by September 3rd, 2015 which was identified as being delayed pending City staff’s review of the 
parking requirements, and other items: 
 

 



1. Amend the parking calculations in the Zoning Tabulations to reflect the new ratios 
allowable for multi-family construction. 

 
2. DSUP application form – provide the required ‘Parking and Access Requirements’ 

information on the form.  The current submission is insufficient. 
 
3. Parking reduction application: Provide items 5 and 6 from the SUP parking reduction 

application form.  The current submission is insufficient. 
 
4. Subsequent to verifying the lot boundaries as required amend the descriptions given in 

the justifications for the lot consolidation and deviations from the form-based Code 
provisions which state that the rear lot would be classified as Tier 1.  Based on the size of 
the lots under the current submission, 1800R would be a Tier 2 and 1800 would be Tier 
3.  The tier classification impacts the extent of the justification provided by the applicant. 
Per ZO 6-606 the applicant is require to demonstrate by clear and convincing justification 
for the consolidation of lots. Please provide a narrative justification. 
 

5. Continue to work with staff on the roof form of the loft-type units. 
 

Additionally, please see the following comment from T&ES staff: 
 

Finding:  
 
6. The plan will be deemed complete, if the following recommendations are incorporated 

within two weeks of the receipt of comments from the City of Alexandria: 
 
Recommendations:  
 
7. Sheets 9 and 9A of 11: In continuation of response to previous Comments # 34 through 

36, Staff has reviewed the HGL information provided in the site plan; however, the 
provided HGL doesn’t match with the City’s sanitary sewer hydraulic model output 
HGL; therefore, the submitting engineer must complete additional studies to compute 
HGL under proposed conditions.  The Staff will provide the base HGL that can be used 
by the submitting engineer to superimpose the proposed sanitary sewer flows generated 
under the proposed improvements and compute HGL under proposed conditions.  The 
submitting engineer can contact Staff to get the base hydraulic model information. (I-
ROW) 
 

8. Sheet 4 and 7: In continuation of response to previous Comment #38, it is acknowledged 
that 475 lft of 18” storm sewer is proposed to be constructed in the public right of way; 
however, the storm sewer ultimately discharges to a storm system that is prone to 
flooding.  Provide a description in the site plan to state that the plan shall comply with the 
channel and flood protection requirements of Article XIII Environmental Management 
Ordinance.  The storm water quality improvements and water quality volume default 
requirements must be fulfilled to meet the regulatory compliance of Article XIII 
Environmental Management Ordinance.  (I-ROW) 

 
 



Please do not hesitate to contact me via telephone at 703.746.3820 or via email 
at james.roberts@alexandriva.gov if you have any questions or concerns. 
 
Regards, 
 
 
 
Jim Roberts 
Urban Planner 
 
cc:  Karl Moritz, P&Z 
 Robert Kerns, P&Z 
 Gary Wagner, P&Z 

Al Cox, P&Z 
 Shanna Austin, T&ES 
  

mailto:james.roberts@alexandriva.gov


 
Specifications for 

Applicant Sign to be 
Installed for All 

Preliminary DSP and DSUP 
 
 
 
Notice Content 
The sign shall incorporate the following information: 
1. Description of project boundaries 
2. Name of applicant and contact phone number 
3. Name of project 
4. DSP or DSUP number assigned to the project 
5. Brief description of the proposed development including proposed use and number 

of units or square feet, and number of parking spaces 
6. Planning & Zoning Department phone number to call for information 
7. Date the sign was installed 

 
The heading “PUBLIC NOTICE” should be legible and readable from a vehicle passing 
along the street, but the rest of the information need only be readable by a person standing at 
the curb or on the sidewalk. 

 
Size and Mounting Height 
The sign panel shall be at least 2 feet by 2 feet and shall be attached with screws to one 4" x 
4"or 
two 2" by 2" treated posts. The center point of the sign shall be 5'-6" above the surface of the 
ground and the post(s) shall be approximately 1'-6" in the ground.  Concrete need not be used 
to anchor the post(s) but they should be set so the post remains vertical for the entire time it is 
required. 

 
Materials and Finishes 
The sign panel must be fabricated of exterior plywood or sheet metal such that it will remain 
intact for a period of up to 12 months. The lettering may be applied to the surface or to a 
separate backing that is laminated to the panel. 

 
Lettering and graphics shall be black on a white background. Color and elaborate 
graphics should not be used. 

 


