
1February 17, 2009

February 18, 2009

Height Discussion



2February 17, 2009

HEIGHT

1.Height Comparisons
2.Height in Relation to Street Width
3.Building Height Examples
4.Case Study
5.Contextual Relationships
6.Zones of Height

Topics of Discussion
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Local Height Comparisons

• King Street Metro 
• Eisenhower East / 

Carlyle
• Braddock Metro
• Bethesda

If buildings are beautiful, higher density  compounds that beauty.
Conversely, if buildings are ugly, then higher density compounds that 
ugliness.

- Vince Graham
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King Street Metro

75 - 90 FT 50 – 75FT <50 FT

M

Landbay F
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King Street Metro
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Eisenhower East

100-200 FT 50 – 100FT <50 FT Landbay F

M

250 FT
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Eisenhower East
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Braddock Metro

Landbay F75 - 130 FT 50 – 75FT <50 FT

M
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Braddock Metro
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Bethesda Row

Landbay F50 – 75FT75 - 150 FT <50 FT

200 FT
200 FT

175 FT M
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Bethesda Row
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Street Widths Discussion

“A street is a spatial entity
and not the residue between buildings.”

- Anonymous
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Cross Section

Route 1

118 FT
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Cross Section.

King St. * Note: Dimensions are approximate

66 Ft.
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Cross Section

Eisenhower Ave.

135 – 145 Ft.
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Cross Section

M St. Georgetown

75 Ft.
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Cross Section

F St. Penn Quarter * Note: Dimensions are approximate

85 Ft.

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Image:Atlantic_Building.jpg
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Building Height Examples

45 Feet

Old Town GreensOld Town Gateway

30 Feet

Potomac Yard Fire Station

60 Feet

Whole Foods

60 Feet
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Building Height Examples

Marriott Duke Street

Carlyle Post Properties

130 Feet

90 Feet

Colecroft

75 Feet
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Example of Height Studies
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Example of Height Studies
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Example of Height Studies
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Example of Height Studies
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Example of Height Principles

1. High around the open 
spaces

2. Step down towards the 
adjacent neighborhoods

3. Step down towards the 
water

4. Generally low around the 
edges for better transition

5. High features at special 
locations: end of view, 
streets, vista, and corners

6. Variety within the blocks

7. No canyon effect on side 
streets



25February 17, 2009



26February 17, 2009



27February 17, 2009



28February 17, 2009

Height Character Areas

ROUTE 1

4 

MILE RUN

GEORGE WASHINGTON  PARKWAY

EXISTING 

NEIGHBORHOODS

EXISTING NEIGHBORHOODS
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History of the GW Parkway

• 1929 – Selection of route on 
Washington St.

• 1929 Agreement:
– “To restrict the said streets to 

residential and business 
development of such character 
and of such buildings as will be 
in keeping with the quality and 
purpose and memorial 
character of said highway”




























