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Site Influences
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??

Site Constraints – 4. Main Street
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Site Constraints – 8. FAA Restrictions
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10..

Site Constraints – 10. Distinctive and Different Conditions at Edges
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11..

Site Constraints – 11. Block Pattern for L



Potomac Yards Small Area Plan Cooper, Robertson & Partners

12..

Site Constraints – 12. Neighborhood connections for L



Potomac Yards Small Area Plan Cooper, Robertson & Partners

13..

Site Constraints – 13. Significantly different building type
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Scale Comparisons
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Good Urban Design Practices
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▪ Create pedestrian oriented streets.
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▪ Make connections to adjacent neighborhoods.
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▪ Provide and integrate public transit.
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▪ Provide open space connections to PY Park and Four Mile Run.

Four Mile Run Park

Potomac Yard  Park
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▪ Hide off-street parking underground and maximize shared parking opportunities
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▪ Provide a varied environment through mix of uses – retail, residential, offices.
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▪ Provide a varied environment through building types and mix of heights -residential.
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▪ Provide a varied environment through building sizes – offices.
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▪ Provide opportunities for prominent civic structures, institutions, entertainment  
venues, public art, and connections to history.

Courthouse Market Hall Library and Post Office

Public Art Connection to Local History Institutions
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▪ Address Route 1 and GW Parkway as meaningful gateways.

Not dominated by automobile traffic. Not dominated by surface parking.
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▪ Create an ecologically sensitive development.
Storm water retention and re-use:  incorporate design of green roofs, rain gardens, parks, street planting.
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▪ Create an ecologically sensitive development.
Less focus on cars:  encourage use of bikes, trains, buses, walking
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▪ Create an ecologically sensitive development.
Energy:  Orient building sites to take advantage of solar and wind benefits, as well as view.

Solar Panel Natural Light Control Intensive Green Roofs
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Challenges and Opportunities
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To Arlington

To Downtown 
Alexandria

1/2 Miles

The Challenge of Route 1
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The Opportunity of Two Large Parks
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Opportunities:

• Location, Location, Location!
• Size!
• Potomac Yard Avenue – “The Park Drive”
• Main Street – “The Neighborhood Street”
• Route 1 – “The Regional Corridor”
• Four Mile Run – be part of water/park
• “A Place in the Middle”
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