
Parker-Gray Ad Hoc Design 
Guidelines Work Group 

Recommendations  
 

Parker-Gray BAR Meeting 
October 24, 2012 



2 P-G Work Group Recommendations 10.24.2012 

Alexandria Times, October 3, 2012 
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Local Historic Districts 
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Alexandria circa 1863 
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Alexandria Growth 
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Russell Wright Report, 1970 
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Parker-Gray District Old & Historic District 

Resource Comparison 
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Parker-Gray District Old & Historic District 

Resource Comparison 



9 P-G Work Group Recommendations 10.24.2012 

Parker-Gray District 

Old & Historic District 

Resource Comparison 
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• Seven meetings between February and October 2012 
• 19 hours of spirited discussion 
• Public testimony at each meeting 
• Significant changes to the zoning ordinance, BAR Design Guidelines 

and policies, and City Code  

Nine member group appointed by the Parker-Gray BAR 
 
Two members of the BAR  
Two representatives from the West Old Town Citizens Association 
Two representatives from the Braddock Station Civic Association 
One local builder/developer 
One representative representing the Black History Museum 
One sustainable design expert/architect 

Work Group Composition and Process 
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Three Fundamental Changes 

1. Hierarchy of Elevations 

2. Architectural Classification (Period of local 
Architectural Significance) 
 

3. Hierarchy of BAR Regulation 

Work Group Recommendations 
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• Street-facing 
elevations 

• Non-street-facing 
elevations 

• Corner house 
exceptions 

• Rear yard 
exceptions 

Hierarchy of Elevations 
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Street-facing vs. non-street-facing elevations Hierarchy of Elevations 

Corner – two street-facing elevations Non-street-facing side elevation 

Non-street-facing  
side elevation 

Non-street-facing  
Rear elevation 
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Corner Houses (two street-facing elevations) Hierarchy of Elevations 
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Rear elevations 

Hierarchy of Elevations 
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Local Period of Architectural Significance Early Buildings 
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Local Period of Architectural Significance 

Mid-20th century townhouses 

Recent Buildings 
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Local Period of Architectural Significance 1931 Sanborn images 
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1. BAR approval at a public hearing (B) 
 
 
2. Staff administrative approval (S) 
 
 
3. No BAR review of any kind (N) 
 

Hierarchy of BAR review 

Three level hierarchy of review 
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• Some, but not all, street-facing alterations (antennas and vents over 

a certain size, shutters and permanent planters) 
 

• New construction on street-facing elevations (balconies, door hoods) 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 

• Accessory structures over 50 square feet in the side yards of corner 
buildings 
 

• Continued BAR approval of  
    painting of unpainted masonry  

 
 
 

 

Hierarchy of BAR review BAR Approval Required (B) 
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• Many alterations on pre-1932 buildings (doors, solar 
collectors, shutters, fences, windows, roofing, siding) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Hierarchy of BAR review Staff Administrative Approval Required (S) 
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• Some new construction (accessory structures) and site 
features (fencing, retaining walls) 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Hierarchy of BAR review Staff Administrative Approval Required (S) 

• Some demolition (fences)  
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• Most alterations on post-1931 buildings (windows, doors,  

chimneys/flues, shutters) 
 
 

 
  

 
 
 
 

• Some alterations on pre-1932 buildings (doors, lights, 
chimneys/flues on rear slopes) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Hierarchy of BAR review No BAR Review (N) 
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• New one-story additions in the rear yard 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
• Demolition necessary for new one-story additions or fences 

on post-1931 buildings 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Hierarchy of BAR review No BAR Review (N) 
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Zoning Ordinance changes – Section 10-200 
• Certificate of Appropriateness 
• Permit to Demolish 

Authority 

City Code changes 
• Encroachments 
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• Questions and feedback from the BAR and the 
public 
 

• Continue to identify and resolve conflicts 
 

• Prepare required changes to zoning ordinance 
and city code for City Council approval 
 

• Create new design guidelines for Parker-Gray 
 

• Public outreach 
 
*return to BAR 6  months after the final changes 
are adopted by City Council  

Next Steps 
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