
How does the Waterfront Plan preserve historic buildings? 

The plan preserves all of the historic buildings in the waterfront area. 

Two of the goal statements in the Plan (page 20) are: “Protecting identified historic resources, 

archaeological resources, and cultural resources, including buildings and sites” and “Adaptively 

reuse identified historic buildings.” 

The Plan recommends, on page 27, “Restoring all of the historic buildings on the waterfront and 

opening them to the public.” 

The Plan identifies specific historic buildings in the Plan area, such as the 19
th

 Century 

warehouses in the Cummings/Turner block (between the 200 block of South Union Street and 

The Strand) and contains specific guidance for their preservation, restoration, and adaptive reuse. 

A plan for restoration of the historic buildings, including a plan for how the buildings will be 

used, must be prepared before development is approved for the Cummings/Turner block. 

The Plan also calls for older structures that are not technically “historic” to be retained, and these 

include the Old Dominion Boat Club building and the Beachcomber. 

The Plan also improves and increases the number of historic elements and supports increased 

historic interpretation and programming all along the waterfront, including places such as the 

Tide Lock, West’s Point, Point Lumley, occupation during the Civil War, early industries, and 

the role of African Americans in the City’s development. 

For more information about how the Waterfront Plan addresses historic preservation: 

 Chapter 3 of the Waterfront Plan, including recommendations for the Beachcomber, 

Robinson Terminal South (page 92) and the Cummings/Turner block (page 97) 

 Alexandria Waterfront History Plan 

 

  

http://alexandriava.gov/uploadedFiles/planning/info/Waterfront/Chapter%203.pdf
http://alexandriava.gov/uploadedFiles/planning/info/Waterfront/A6_History%20Appendix.pdf

