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MASTER PLAN AMENDMENT #2000-0007
WATER QUALITY MANAGEMENT SUPPLIMENT

Planniig Commission Meetlig
January 2, 2001

ISSUE: Conslderation of d request for o amendment lo the 1992 Muster Pian to add
a Wrter Quality Manageient Supplentent,

APPLICANT: Clty of Alexandria
Department of Transportation and Environmental Servlces

CITY COUNCIL’ ACTION, JANUARY 13, 2001 ‘The Clty Council approved the Planning
Contmission recommendation.

PLANNING COMMISSION ACTION, JAN UARY. 2, 20011 On a motlon by Erle Wagner,
seconded by Larry Roblnson, the Plannfng Conunlssion voted to gpprove the nmendutent of the 1992
Master Plan, by adding a Water Quallty Management Supplement with one modification concerning
(he Implementation timeline. The motion carried on & vole of 6 to 0. Mr, Dunn was absenl,

Reason: ‘Thé Plannlig Cormnilsslon agreed with the staf) reconimendation to amend the 1992 Master
Plan by adding the Water Quallty Management Supplement to britig the City into compliance with
tho comprehenstve planning requirements of the Chesapeake Bay preservatlon Area Designation and
Management Regulatlons. The Cormlssion approved a change to the implomentation timelhie on

‘page 72, c1ar|l"yh'i% thal o short-term action should occur within 24 months and o long-terin actlon

should occur withln five to six years.

Speakers:

Barbara Clark, 731 Bernard Strect, spoke In stipport af adoptlon of the Plui, particularly efforts to

reduce pollutants from lawn and garden aclivities and offered her expertise ln that area.

Marllyn Doherly supported adoption of the Plan and indicated the wording hias been inproved. She
also supporied the consolidation of environmental programs wnder the Department of Traisporiution
and Bovitonmental Services.

Sean Dolierly stated that some of the language ind Improved but some of the language wos silll
vague. flo suggested that spect ie thinetings e ncluded for tse action Liems ond fint the Plan should
be nioré specifie so that 1t could be used to support funding needs hy the budget process. Ho also
stated the Resource Protectlon Area should be | 00 fcet, ns a matler of polley, nid n the past the City
had frequently allowed reductions. 1 Indicated the Cily was dolng a good job ol protecting the
envlromnent. - '
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‘Tom Wagoner suggested that nioxé specific language be used and that the action hems be prlorhlzcd,
pagticularly for long-term action Vterfss and ag 1t relates fo budget issues.

Clndy Chambers, Chairnian of the Environmental PolichommlSslon, supported the adoption of the
Plan and deserlbed the Commission's efforts lo reach oul to the commtinlly and get more public
input, '

Kenyo Larsen, Vice Chit of the Envlronniehlnl Policy Commission (PC), spoke In sufiport of
adoption of the Plan and said that all of the FRC's colvments wers adequately addressed in the Plan,
He also sald the BPC has been provided speclfic (melines for projects on which the City Is cureently
working.
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STAFF RECOMMENDATION:

Stafl reeammends approval of the master plé}n aniendment,

PURPOSE:

Tisé primary purposo of the Water Qualliy Management Suppleiment {WQMS) to the Master Plan
Is 1o bring the City Into-complianee with the comprehensive plaming requlrements of the
Chesapenke Bay Preservation Area Deslgnatlon and Managenient Regulations. ‘The Regulntfons
(OVAC 10.20:60) slate: “Locnl programs shull contali,,, a coriprehensive pha ot revigion that
incorporates the protection of Chesapeake Bay Preservation Arcus and of the quality of state waters.”

“The Chesapeake Bay Local Assistance Board (CBLAB), whose members are appoinied by the

Qovernot, has the authiority lo review local goverment plans for consistency with the Regulations.

BACKGROUND|

I Décernber, 1996, the Chesapeake Bay Local Assistance Departnent (CBLAD), which is staff to
CBLAB, performed a review of the City's Master Plan and made several significant
recommendations, Including:

(1) additlonal discussion of sensltive natural fentures;
(2)  potentin! and existing sources of pollutlon;
(3)  prolectlon of polable water supply;

(4} waler conservatlon

(5)  shoreline and siredsn bink eroslon (neluding an ventory);
(6) the adequacy of exlsting public access to the waterfront; and,’

(1) adiscusslon of waler quality improvenienl through redevelopmient.

‘Ta help the City bring its Plan Into complinnce, CBLAD suggested that the City partner with the
Northern Virginia Reglonal Commisslon (formerly Uie Notthern Virginla Planning DIstelel
Contmlission) to apply for a technical assistance granl, WVRC applied for and was sibsequently
awarded a grant on behalf of the City, Work conmenced Lo July, 1997,
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[3evelopment of the Supplement invelved a series of meetings with City staff, 1 also Tnvolved input _

from the Alegandrla Environmental Policy Commlssion. Impertait dates inchwded the followlng.

e  City and NVRC staff introduced the planlig process to the Alexandrla BPC wlith a
presentation on September 15, 1997

* On December 15, 1997, NVRC came buck to the EPC with an updale on progress.

® A draft inventory scetion of the Supplement {everything but the policy analysls and actions
secllons) was submitted to the BPC for review on March 16, 1998,

. Alesandrla and NVRC staff arclved at the final drafl on October 13, 1998 for transmiltal to
department heads In T&ES, Planning and Zoning, and Health,

By March 30, 1999, the origlnial conlraet with CBLAD had expired and funds had been expended.
CBLAD, I a leticr daled May 11,1999, did 1ol believe that u formal grant cxtenslon wag necessary
glven “thatl the ohly sulstanding actlon tentalning under the contract Is local approval of the
Jocument” At that juncture, CBLAD had reviewed the Supplement and were prepared lo
vecomniend fo lis Board that Alexandria had met all the requirements under the Regulations,

After a sumnter for lnterdeparimental review, a final prcset\inlion on the Supplement was made by
NVRC staff to the Alexandrla BEPC on November 15, 1999, at which time the EI'C adopted o
resolntlon of support for whe Supplenent,

‘Tie WQMS was doeketed for the Pebraary 1, 2000 Planning Commilssion meeting, Following the
(estintony of eight’dpeakers, the Comiission deferred the Issue for additional public conients
bofore the BPC and Turther retinentent of the amendment, Sinee that Ume, Clty Stafl hag met with
manty of the commientalors, and a bumber of comments wete ralsed through the public partlelpatlon.

On June 19, 2000, the IPC held a Publle Information Meetlng on the WOMS and fvlted the publle
to provide additionl comments on the Supplement ot the meeling, iree speakets provided
additlonal comments af the meeting and wiltten comments were also submitted by the public.

In addltion, on June 19,2000, the CBLAB roviewed and aceepted a request by the Cly and NVRC
1o extend the Cliy's dead!lne for compifance with the Regulations to December 31, 2000.

On December 18, 2000, the BPC passed a tesolution endorsing the WQMS and supporiing ils
adopiion by the Planning Conmission al teir neetlng on January 2, 9601 and by the City Council
* ol theit meeting on January 13, 2001,
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REVISIONS TO TLHE \WWOMS}

‘The Draft of the WOQMS that went to the Planulng Commisslon on February 1, 20
revlsed to refleet the lollowing:

00 hns been

To the extent possible, stall'hos fncotporaied changes o the WQMS to nddress comments
racetved from tho publle aud the BPC. Changes included providing ndditlonal details on (he

Clty's ¢fforts lo conirol and minimize comblied sewer and sanitary overtlows,

minfinizing

the use of herbicides, and mitigating for lmpacts on wetlands and Resource Protection Areas.

‘The document was also updated to reflect presei conditlons and ¢hanges Including the
reorganization and consolldatlon Sf environmerital programs and responslbilities under the

Departmest of Transportalion and Environmental Services, including the ereat
Diviston of Eavironmental Quality.

lon of a new

"Phe dstablishnent of an Mvironmental Conrdinatlon Group with representutlves from the

Deparliient's of Transporiatlon and Jnvironmental Services, Planning and

Commuiilly

Development, Reereatlon, Parks, and Cultural Actlvities and other Cily departments s
needed 1o facllitato coordlnation of citvironmental [ssues in the Clty, ‘The lead agency will
be the Dapartment of Transporiation and Envirosmental and Services and the Group wilt be
led by the Diviston Chilef of Environntenial Quallty. The Environmental Coordination
Group wlil also asslst In the devetopment and coordination of publle edueationt & ohitreach

malerials on environmental [ssues,

The development of a process to track (he progress on Implementation of tho
recomnicndatlons and action items Hsted tn the WOMS, wiilel includes providing regular
updates to the Cliy's Environmentsl Palicy Commisslon and reporting to Cliy Council us part

of the BPC's arinual reporl,

STAFFE|

Rlehard J. Baler, P2, Dircctor, Transporlation and {invironniental Services
‘Willlam Skeabak, Division Chlef, Invirommental Qualily, T&LS
Davld Bulova, Director of Environmental Serviees, Northern Virginkn Reglona! Com

misslon.
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WHEREAS, under tho Provisions of Sectlon 9.05 of the City Charter, the Planning
Commlssion may adepl amendmeitls (o the Master Plan of the Cily of Alexandria and submit 1o the
Clty Counoil such revisions In said plans a changlng conditlons may make necessary; and

WHEREAS, an application for amendment to the 1992 Master Plan was flled with the

Depariment of Planning and Zonltig for changes; and

WHERBAS, the Department of Plahing und Zoning has analymd the proposed revislon and

presented Its recommendations to the Plannirig Commicsion; and

WHEREAS, a duly advettised publio hearing on the proposed amendment was held on

January 2, 2001 with ail publle testimony and wrlttén comment considered; and

WHEREAS, the Planning Commisslon {inds that

I, The proposed amendment Is necessary and desirable to gulde and acconplish
the coordinated, adjusted and harmonlous development of the Master Plan of the
City; and

2, The proposed amendment Is generally consistent with the overail goals and
objectives of the 1992 Mastér Plan; and

3 ’l‘he' proposed amendment shows the Planning Commisslon's long-range
recommendations for the general development of the 1992 Master Plan; and

4, Based ot the foregolng findings and all other fasts and clrounstances of
which the Planning Commission may properly taks notice in making and adopting
a master plan for the City of Alexandris, adoptlon of the amendment to the 1992
Master Plan will, In accordance with present and probable future needs and -
resources, best promote the health, safety, morals, order, convenience, prosperity and
general welfare of the resldents of the City; '

NOW, THEREFCRE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Planning Commlssion of the Cliy of

Alexandria that:

I,

2

The following amendment s hereby adOpted‘In Its entirety a5 an amendment to the 1992
Mastér Plan of the Clty of Alexandrla, Virginla in accordance with Section 9.05 of the
Charter of the City of Alexandria, Virginia:

"This resolution shall be signed by the Chalrman of the Planning Commission and altested by
its secretary, and a trus copy of this resolutlon forwarded and cerlified to the Clty Council.

ADOPTED the 2% day of JanG), 2001,

1(%1,)/ R W. B. Hurd, Chatrinan

R,
A
AT’I‘ES'I/%V ,/%% Rlleen P. Fogarty, Secretary

A






