
 
The Potomac Yard Design Advisory Committee (PYDAC) 

July 9, 2008 
7:30 – 9:30 pm 

Sister Cities Room 1101 
 
Committee Members in Attendance: 
Bill Hendrickson, Chair 
Stephen Koenig 
Maria Wasowski 
Sylvia Sibrover 
 
Excused Absences: 
Catherine Moore 
Teri Webster 
Susanne Carnell 
Joe Hart 
Sandy Modell 
 
City Staff: 
Matthew North, P&Z 
Claire Gron, P&Z 
Terry Russell, P&Z 
 
Applicant Representatives: 
Megan Shilling, WCLEW 
Cathy Puskar, WCLEW 
Fred Rothmeijer, MRP 
Steven Liam, Bowman Consulting 
Raffael Scasserra, MRP 
Cara Hall, GH2 
Jeff Salinetti, MRP Realty 
Willy Bermudez, SK&I Architects 

Gary Goodweather, OTO 
John Drake, OTO 
Abed Benzina, SK&I 
Federico Soifer, SK&I 
Sami Kirkdil, SK&I 
Aaron Harnden, Land Design 
Karen Irvin, Rust Orling Architects 
 
Community Members: 
Gerry Genrich 
 
AGENDA ITEMS  

I. Landbay G 
a. Architecture 
b. Retail Bases 

II. Partial Landbays I&J 
III. Virginia Dominion Power 

Substation 
IV. Approval of PYDAC Meeting 

Minutes  
from April 9, 2008, May 14, 2008, 
May 29, 2008 

V. Next Meeting: 
 August 13, 2008 

 

 
 
CALL TO ORDER 
Bill Hendrickson opened the meeting and discussed the meeting agenda.  A 
quorum for the meeting was not established. 
 
PRESENTATION AND DISCUSSION  
The applicant(s) gave a presentation highlighting the architecture and retail 
bases in Landbay G and updates in partial Landbay s I&J. The City Staff 
presented updates to the Virginia Dominion Power Substation. 

 
DISCUSSION 
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1. The architecture of blocks A,B,D,E1,E2 and G were discussed and 
dissected by the applicant and members of PYDAC.  

 
2. Office Blocks A & B have been increased to 110 feet.  Questions and 

concerns centered around key architecture and site plan issues.  It was 
suggested that a formal water feature be integrated in between buildings 
E1 &E2 and the width of the walkway between both buildings be 
modified.  Balconies with views of the Linear Park and Town Green all 
office buildings in Landbay G was suggested.      

 
3. Block D’s façade will be constructed of brick and precast, using a mix of 

brick. Questions and concerns relating to Block D from the members 
focused on service areas, integration of architecture with Landbay F and 
retail frontage on the northern elevation of the building.  PYDAC Members 
also expressed interest in balconies being constructed on the south 
façade of the hotel for views into the Town Green.    

 
4. A comprehensive wayfinding signage schedule will be implemented in 

Potomac Yard. 
 

5. Partial Landbays I & J were presented.  The main points of discussion 
focused on the need for detached garages and larger backyards and 
urban lofts along Main Street.  This application proposes three major open 
space areas and distinct neighborhoods with a mix of architectural styles.   

 
6.  A brief overview and update of the Potomac yard Substation was 

presented by Staff to PYDAC.  The members were in agreement that the 
design of the substation integrated properly into the surrounding 
neighborhood.  The substation is planned to be heard by the Planning 
Commission at the September 2008 Hearing.    

 
APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES 
 
Minutes from previous PYDAC meetings were not voted on during this meeting 
due to the lack of a quorum. 
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