
A hundred years after we are gone and 
forgotten, those who never heard of us will be 
living with the results of our actions. - Oliver 

Wendell Holmes

North Potomac Yard Small 
Area Plan

Potomac Yard Planning Advisory Group
February 4, 2010



Schedule
• Feb 4—PYPAG Meeting
• Feb 8—Receive any final substantive comments from 

members
• Feb 11—West Old Town Citizens Association Mtg
• Feb 23—Joint PC/CC work session
• Feb 25—Rosemont Citizens Association
• Feb 27—Federation of Civic Associations (waiting 

confirmation)
• March 26—Hearing docket and final draft Plan released
• April 6– Planning Commission hearing
• April 17—City Council hearing



Flexible Zone



Flexible Zone Standards
1. An approximately .70 acre rectilinear shaped park shall be centrally located within the Flexible 

Zone.  The park shall be surrounded on all sides by streets.   
2. The approximately .70 acre centrally located park shall be framed by buildings on each side. 
3. Potomac Avenue shall connect to the final Potomac Avenue right-of-way and alignment to the 

south of Landbay-F and the right-of-way and final alignment of Potomac Avenue to the north 
of the Flexible Zone. 

4. The overall curvilinear nature of Potomac Avenue shall be maintained.
5. The shape of the buildings in plan and form within the Flexible Zone shall create a distinct 

and memorable three dimensional open space.
6. Buildings surrounding the park shall be required to provide a primary entrance facing the 

approximately .70 acre park. 
7. Buildings on Potomac Avenue shall be required to provide a primary entrance facing Potomac 

Avenue.  It is possible buildings may have more than one primary entrance. 
8. Pedestrian bridge(s) within the Flexible Zone that access the Metrorail station shall be fully 

integrated into the design for the Metrorail station.  
9. The alignment of Potomac Avenue will be such that Landbay K park is continuous, and any 

development pads east of Potomac Avenue shall be sufficient for market-acceptable floor 
plates and design.   

10. The blocks and buildings within the Flexible Zone shall be subject to the minimum height and 
density provisions and other applicable zoning provisions and the North Potomac Yard Small 
Area Plan. 

11. The streets shall be configured to accommodate transit and transit stations.
12. Buildings should be designed to integrate with transit stations.
13. The streets shall be configured to provide an interconnected street grid network and connect 

to streets outside the flexible zone.
14. Evans Lane shall connect from Main Line Boulevard to Potomac Avenue (relocated).



School and Heights
Proposed Revised HeightsWorking Draft Heights



Questions for PYPAG Members

1. Are you supportive of the overall Plan?

2. Is the Plan consistent with the Vision and 
Principles established by the PYPAG?

3. Are there any major recommendations of 
the Plan that you do not support, and if 
so, why?
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