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Potomac Yard 
Agenda

• Transportation Study Recap

• Transportation Sub-Committee Work
– Additional information

• Conceptual Plan for Adjacent Neighborhoods



Potomac Yard 
Overview of Approach

• Develop Study Area (presented to PYPAG)

• Work with surrounding neighborhoods

• Preserve neighborhood character



Potomac Yard 
Transportation Infrastructure – 

Existing vs. Future
• Local bus service
• Limited connectivity
• Incomplete bicycle and 

pedestrian network

• Metro Station
• Dedicated Transitway
• Robust local bus service
• Robust street grid
• Enhanced Bicycle and 

Pedestrian network (on and 
off street)



Potomac Yard 
Methodology

• Data Collection
– Where?

• Along major routes proximate to Landbay F
• Major access points to study area

– How?
• Manual turning movements at intersections during 

PM Peak hour (worst peak hour)
• Calibrated against previous traffic counts
• Field observation



Potomac Yard 
Scenarios

• Existing Traffic (2009)
– Traffic on Roads today

• Background Traffic (2030)
– Existing traffic
– Traffic from approved and unbuilt development (i.e. Crystal City, 

Potomac Yard)
– Growth on major corridors (Route 1)

• Future Traffic (2030)
– Background traffic
– Traffic from proposed development (Landbay F) 
– Remove existing trips (retail center)



Potomac Yard 
Assumptions

• Development:
– 2.5 FAR
– Approximately 7.5 million SF

• Background Development:
– Approximately 4.7 million SF in 

rest of Potomac Yard
• Average modal split: 52% non- 

SOV
• Metro and Transitway operational
• Enhanced Bicycle and Pedestrian 

network
• Increased connectivity (including 

full movement at Reed)

Mode Split

35%
17%

49%

Mode Split



Mode Share 
Commute Trips to Office 
Mode Share 
Commute Trips to Office

DC Metro Area

Inside Beltway

Outside Beltway

Landbay F

Bus
9%

Auto
66%

Walk
6% Metro

21%

Source: WMATA 2005 
Ridership Survey

Central Business 
District

Bus
12%

Auto
21%

Walk
5%

Metro
63%

Bus
3%

Walk
0%

Metro
8%

Auto
89%



• Truck traffic
• Volume (on neighborhood streets)
• Speed
• Noise
• Quality of life

• Enhanced Metro and Transit
• Walkable Amenities
• Parks
• Trails
• Shopping

Potomac Yard 
Neighborhood Issues

Neighborhood Benefits
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Low Connectivity Scenario



• 22% of traffic oriented in the east/west 
direction, south of Four Mile Run

• PM Peak Hour – (with Metro) 
– Additional east-west trips from Background to Future

• 262 new trips eastbound
• 318 new trips westbound

• Connectivity is important
– Less connectivity pushes more traffic to fewer streets
– More connectivity better distributes traffic
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Potomac Yard
Future East-West Traffic Volumes
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• Assumes that only Reed, E. Glebe, and Monroe 
carry Potomac Yard traffic (includes local trips)

– Eastbound: 1-3 new cars per minute on each street
– Westbound: 1-4 new cars per minute on each street

• With more connectivity, traffic is dispersed on 
more streets and numbers go down to 1-2 new 
cars per minute on each street

Potomac Yard
Low Connectivity Scenario
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2 veh/min
(two-way)

7 veh/min*
(two-way) 2 veh/min

(two-way)

Low Connectivity Scenario

*Background assumes current 
configuration on Reed
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High Connectivity Scenario
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Potomac Yard 
Washington Street
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Typical Neighborhood Street
• 24 feet wide
• One lane in each direction
• Parking on one side
• Sidewalks on both sides
• Tree lawn (verge)
• “Urban” curb and gutter design (not typical 

VDOT)
• Monroe is wider

Potomac Yard 
Neighborhood Character/Existing Conditions
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17 feet 7 feet

24 feet

Parking LaneTravelway

Custis Avenue

312 Clifford Avenue

210 E. Oxford Avenue



• Radar signs
• On-street parking
• Streetscaping
• Textured pavement
• Pavement markings
• High-visibility crosswalks
• Bulb-outs/curb 

extensions
• Small curb radii
• Traffic circles
• Speed humps
• Gateways
• Chicanes
• Neck-downs/chokers
• Traffic signal head 

louvers
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Potomac Yard 
Toolbox
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Neighborhood Protection Scenario

Arterial/Major Roadway
Local Roadway
Vertical and Street Entrance
Treatment
Mini Circle

Signalized Intersection
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Potomac Yard 
Neighborhood Traffic Circle
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Potomac Yard 
Speed Cushions
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Existing Conditions

US 1*
Ex.: 2719 vph (travel 
time 5 min.) 

US 1*
Ex.: 2719 vph (travel 
time 5 min.) Reed**

Ex.: 522 vph
Reed**
Ex.: 522 vph

E. Glebe
Ex.: 765 vph
E. Glebe
Ex.: 765 vph Monroe (Westbound) 

Ex.: 278 vph
(Volumes not 
available Eastbound)

Monroe (Westbound)
Ex.: 278 vph
(Volumes not 
available Eastbound)

US 1*
Ex.: 2931 vph (travel 
time 5 min.) 

US 1*
Ex.: 2931 vph (travel 
time 5 min.)

Volumes shown are PM peak hour Vehicles Per Hour
*Travel time is southbound
**Assumes current configuration at Reed

Volumes shown are PM peak hour Vehicles Per Hour
*Travel time is southbound
**Assumes current configuration at Reed
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Additional Traffic 
Background (2030 w/out Landbay F) 
to Future (2030 with Landbay F)

US 1*
BG:  3148
(travel time: 6.5 min.)
Fut: 3694
(travel time 7.5 min.)
Growth: 17%

US 1*
BG:  3148
(travel time: 6.5 min.)
Fut: 3694
(travel time 7.5 min.)
Growth: 17%

Reed**
BG: 522 
Fut: 928
Growth: 78%  

Reed**
BG: 522 
Fut: 928
Growth: 78%  

E. Glebe
BG: 1199
Fut: 1334
Growth: 11%

E. Glebe
BG: 1199
Fut: 1334
Growth: 11%

Monroe (Westbound) 
BG:  379
Fut: 400
Growth: 6%  
(Volumes not 
available Eastbound)

Monroe (Westbound)
BG:  379
Fut: 400
Growth: 6%  
(Volumes not 
available Eastbound)

US 1*
BG:  3975
(travel time: 6.5 min.)
Fut: 4506
(travel time: 7.5 min.)
Growth: 13%

US 1*
BG:  3975
(travel time: 6.5 min.)
Fut: 4506
(travel time: 7.5 min.)
Growth: 13%

Volumes shown are PM peak hour Vehicles Per Hour
BG = Background traffic volumes
Fut = Future traffic volumes
*Travel time is southbound
**Assumes full movement at Reed

Volumes shown are PM peak hour Vehicles Per Hour
BG = Background traffic volumes
Fut = Future traffic volumes
*Travel time is southbound
**Assumes full movement at Reed



Potomac Yard 
Sensitivity Analysis

We looked at increased FAR and learned that 
the network can’t accommodate any significant 
traffic above the densities being studied.



Potomac Yard

Questions?
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